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SECOND REPORT. 



BY THE LORDS COMMITTEES appointed a Sklect Com- 
Mi'iTEE to consider of the Means by which Colonization 
may be made subsidiary to other Measures for the Im- 
provement of the Social Condition of Ireland, and by 
which, with full regard to the Interests of the Colonies 
themselves, the Comfort and Prosperity of those who emi- 
grate may be effectually promoted ; and to report to the 
House : and to whom Leave was given to report from 

Time to Time to the House ; and to whom were referred 
several Documents relating to the Subject Matter of 
the Inquiry : — 

ORDERED TO REPORT, 

That the Committee have met, and further considered the Subject Matter 
to them referred ; and have examined several Witnesses in relation thereto ; and 
have directed the further Minutes of Evidence taken before them to be 
laid before your Lordsliips. 

23 June 1848. 
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Die Jovis, 1 ° Junii 1848 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chah-. 



The Reverend JOHN DUNMORE LANG, D.D., Is called in, and examined 
as follows ; 

2S93. YOU liave been acquainted with the Australian Colonies for some 
Years ? 

Yes, I have. 

2394. In what Position did you first visit the Colony ? 

As a Minister of Religion of the Church of Scotland. I am the senior 
Minister of the Presbyterian Church ; and during the last Five Years T have 
been a Member, as 1 still am, of the Legislative Council of New South Wales 
for the District of Port Phillip. 

239o. Are you acquainted witli most of the Australian Provinces ? 

I have traversed the wliole of the Colony of New South Wales, from iLs 
North-eastern Extremity at Moreton Bay, in Latitude 27° South, to its South- 
western Extremity at Portland Bay, in Latitude S8° South ; and visited almost 
all tlie Settlements on the Coast, and many in the Interior. 1 have traversed 
the District of Port Phillip from North to South, and in great measure from 
East to West. I liave visited Van Diemen’s Land repeatedly; as also Swan 
River or Western Australia, New Zealand, and the Cape of Good Hope. 

2396. In what Year did you first visit those Colonies, and how long is it 
since you left them ? 

I arrived in Sydney for the first Time in the Month of May 1823 ; and I 
have resided in the Australian Colonies from that Period till very recently, with 
the Exception of the Time occupied in successive Voyages which I have made 
to Europe. 1 left New South Wales on my present Voyage on the 1st of 
July 184G, but I have been in comraunicalion with Persons of Intelligence 
residing there down to the present Time. 

2397. Have you also had cognizance of any of the official Documents which 
have been laid before the Legislative Council on the Subject of Immigration of 
a late Date, subsequently to your quitting tlie Colony? 

I have. I have a Copy of the Immigration Report of 1847, which I beg to 
hand in to the Committee. 1 was a Member of the Committees of the Legis- 
lative Council, of 1843 and 184.5, on Immigration ; and I have had occa.sion to 
pay much Attention to the Subject in the Colony in all its Bearings. 

239s. What induced you to turn your Attention specially to the Subject of 
Immigration in the Colonies ? 

In the Year 1830 I came home to England to endeavour to obtain Assist- 
ance from the Government for the Establisliraeiit of an Academiciil Institu- 
tion for the Education of Youth in the Town of Sydney. Lord Goderich, 
who was then at the Head of tiie Colonial Department, acceded to my Recom- 
mendations on the Subject, and granted a Loan of 3,500i. without Interest for 
F'lve Years (but on the-Understanding that, if judiciously expended, it would 
not be recalled,) for the Erection of the requisite Buildings. After that Arrange- 
ment was made, I represented to Ins Lordship, as there was great Distress in this 
Country at the Time (it was the Period of Machine-breaking and Rick-burning), 
that there was a great Demand for Labour, and especially for mechanical 
Labour, in New South Wales ; and that as the Class of Persons we had for that 
Description of Labour consisted entirely of Expiree Convicts who, for the rnost 
part, expended their Earnings in Dissipation, it had occurred to me that if a 
(40.13.) Gg^ Number 
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Bee. J. I). Lung, Number of reputable Persons, of the Class of Meciianics, could be taken out 
to the Colony from the Mother Country, they would be able to establish theni- 
i^t ,luiu‘ IRIS, selves in Comfort, and to open up a Channel for the progressive Introduction 

of ii great many more of the same Class. Such Persons, I thought, would be 

able, within a very short Period after their landing in the Colony, to repay tlie 
whole Amount of their Passage Money (if they were taken out on that Con- 
dition) by weekly Instalments from their Wages ; and I accordingly proposed 
to his Lordship, that 1,500/. of the Grant he had authorized for the Establish- 
ment of the Institution, on the general Condition that an equal Amount should 
be contributed by the Promoters of the Undertaking, should be advanced on 
my Arrival in the Colony, provided I took out with me a Shipload of Mechanics 
to erect the Buildings; this Amount to be expended in defraying the Cost 
of carrying out those Mechanics, who were to pay off their Debt by weekly 
Instalments from their Wages. Plis Lordship assented to this Proposal, and it 
was carried out accordingly. There were upwards of Fifty Families who went 
out in this Way, consisting of Men, Women, and Children, Their Introduc- 
tion into the Colony took place during the Administration of Sir llichard 
Burke, and it was considered quite an Event in the History of the Colony. 
They were the first free Men, of the working Classes, that had ever arrived in 
any Number in the Country ; they set to work vigorously and conscientiously, 
contributing a Portion from their Wages every Week, as they were able. The 
Wages of mechanical Labour, at that Time, were about 2/. a Week for Car- 
penters and Stone Masons. Provisions were very cheap at the Time ; and the 
Mechanics continued to labour till almost the whole of them cleared off their 
Debt by weekly Instalments, and established themselves in Comfort in their 
adopted Country. Some of them are now among the wealtiiiest Men in the 
Country ; they have almost all done well. 

2390. In what Condition were they at the Time when they embarked with 
you; were they Possessors of Capital, or had they no Capital but their own 
Labour ? 

No Capital whatever. Some of them had even to borrow Money to supply 
themselves and their Families with Clothing for their Voyage. They were 
unable to make a decent Appearance, which they were anxious to do on tlieir 
Arrival in a strange Country, except by means of borrowed Money, which 
their Friends entrusted to them for the Purpose, and which they afterwards 
repaid. 

2400. Were they exclusively Male Mechanics, or were they accompanied by 
a Number of their Families? 

Most of them were married, and some of them liad large Families. 

2401. Had they any Difficulty on arriving in supporting their Families? 

Not the slightest. The Wages of mechanical Labour were on the average 

2/. a Week ; and Beef was selling for several Years, at that Time, by Retail in 
the Streets of Sydney, at Id. a Pound. 

2402. Can you give the Committee any more minute Account of tlie Amount 
of Advances made to those Artisans, and the Amount of Repayments which 
they made in satisfaction of (he Debt so contracted ? 

The Passage was estimated at 26/. for each Adult, and a Proportion for each 
Child ; and the unmarried Mechanics told me some Time after their Arrival 
that their Board and Lodging in Sydney cost them each 10s. a Week, and that 
they lived much better for that Amount than they could do in Scotland. They 
found they could^pay 10s. or even 1/. a Week towards the cancelling of their 
Debt with great Facility, leaving themselves in better Circumstances altogether 
than they had been in with the whole of their Wages at home. That was the 
Case of the unmarried Mechanics. 

2403. In the Case of the married, the Period of Repayment was, I presume, 
somewhat longer ? 

It was considerably longer. 

2404. Can you give the Committee any subsequent Experience which you 
have had with respect to the Emigration into New South Wales, as affecting the 
Condition of the Emigrants themselves, and the general productive Powers of 
the Colony ? 

'I here are Thousands of Instances in the History of the Colony of the 

Benefits 
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Benefits derived by the Emigrants themselves from their Removal to so 
favourable a Field as the Australian Colonies have generally presented, There 
liave been Periods when a considerable Portion of the labouring Class in the 
Colony lias been thrown into Circumstances of Difficulty from a temporary 
Want of Employment, but these Cases have arisen from tlie previous Prevalence 
of enormous Speculation, and have not been the natural Result of either Climate 
or Seasons. 

21 O 0 . You allude to the Difficulties whicli were produced at the Time of the 
cq-eat Land Speculations, and the speculative Action of the Banks in extending 
the Means of Credit? 

Yes ; with tliat Exception the Condition of the labouring Classes— Mechanics, 
agricultural Labourers, atuJ Shephei'ds — lias been uniformily favourable through- 
out the Colony. And even at that Time, while there was much Difliculty in 
obtaining Employment for the Mechanics in the Towns, there was plenty of 
Employment and plenty of Subsistence for the agricultural Population generally, 
and for Shepherds and Stockmen throughout the Country. 

21-OG. Was there not an Instance, or possibly more than One, in which from 
the sudden Arrival of a considerable Kumher of Emigrants there was Distress 
felt in Sydney, and temporary Difficulties in providing for the Employment and 
Sustenance of the Emigrants so introduced? 

There were such Instances of temporary Pressure. They resulted entirely from 
the Spirit of wild Speculation to which I have alluded, in the Years 18 -IhO and 
1S41. A vast Extent of Land was purchased about that Time by Colonial 
Proprietors, and Stock was also bought at enormous Prices above their proper 
Value j and when the Period of Reaction came this Property was found to be 
almost valueless. For instance, Sheep that had been purchased by Colonial 
Proprietors in the Period of the Mania at 30s. a Head, and sometimes even at 
2/. 2,?. a Head, were, in one instance I recollect of, actually sold during the 
commercial Crisis that ensued, at Is. Sd. a Head, and the Purchaser cleared 
considerablv upwards of the w’hole Cost of his Purchase from the Wool on the 
Sheep’s Backs at the Time. 

21-07. Meat proportionately cheap at that Time ? 

At that Time it could scarcely be sold at all ; Mutton Hams, or rather bind 
Lco-s of Mutton, were sold at a Halfpenny a Pound for Months together in the 
District of Maitland, about 100 Miles to the Northward of Sydney. 

2108. Were not those Difficulties, however they might have been primarily 
produced by commercial Vicissitudes, at the Time considerably increased also 
by the Want of a sufficiently efficient Mode of distributing Labour in the 
Interior, where the Demand for Labour was more active and where the mone- 
tary Ih'essurc was less felt than by the Commercial Classes of Sydney? 

Uncpiestionably. There has been an entire Want of System in regard to the 
Distribution of the Labour required throughout the Territory. In Canada the 
Emif^rants arc all poured into the Port of Quebec, and distributed from that 
Port°by subordinate Agencies that the Government have established in various 
inland Towns and Districts; but with us the Case is totally different. _We 
have an Extent of Coast in New South Wales of not less than 1,500 Miles, 
that is double the Extent of the whole Line of Coast of the Thirteen Colonies 
which constituted the original United States of America ; and along all that 
Line of Coast wc have rising Villages and Towns at every Place that forms a 
proper Harbour or even Roadstead, and that affords an Entrance into the 
Interior. Now at all those Places Emigrants could be landed suited to the 
Wants of the District around if a proper System were adopted, and in that Way 
double the Number could be distributed over the Territory as compared witli 
the Number that could be taken up under the present System, and with in- 
comparably greater Benefit to the Colony, and to the Emigrants themselves. 
It has been the greatest Calamity, both to the Colony and to the Emigrants, 
that they have been brought in to the chief Towns at all. 

21*09. W'hen you speak of 1,500 Miles of Coast, what Points do you allude 
to as the Limits of that Line ? • t ■ 3 

From the Boundary Line of South Australia on the South Coast, in Latitude 
(46.13.) G g 3 S8 
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Rtv. J. D. Lang, 38° South, there is a Coast Line to Cape Howe, the South-eastern Extremity 
of the Land, of about 500 Mites, without taking into consideration the 
Indentations of the Land. Then from Cape Howe there is a Line of 

Coast of about 1,000 Miles to the Northward, beyond Moreton Bay, towards 

tlie Tropic of Capricorn. 

2410. Do you include in that the Coast far beyond Moreton Bay? 

No. "Wide Bay, in Latitude 26°, is the extreme Point of our actual 
Settlements, and the present Boundary of the Colony to the Northward. 

2411. You have stated that the landing and Detention of the Emigrants in 
.Sydney has been at Times productive of Disadvantage, which in your Judg- 
ment could be remedied by a more efficient System of Distribution ; have 
not moral Inconveniences, more especially with respect to the Female Emigrants, 
been tlie Consequence of the present System, by which they have been occa- 
sionally detained for a considerable Time in the principal Town ? 

Unquestionably. 

2412. Has not this been greatly prejudicial to the beneficial Consequences ot 
the future Distribution of that Population when it took place ? 

Decidedly. But there is so great a Want of Labour, both Male and Female, 
in the Colony', that People are willing to take into their Service, and even into 
their Families, Persons who would not be admissible at home. 

2413. But you consider that Indifference to the Character of the Parties 
arising from the Necessity of the Case to be a very great Evil, which a better 
System would remedy ? 

Unquestionably. 

2414. When you stated those early Cases of Success on the part of Emigrants, 
you adverted to a Time before the Settlement of the Port Phillip Colony and 
of the South Australian Colony, and before the great further Development 
which has now taken place in the Resources of New South Wales and of 
Australia generally? 

Yes; but I did not do so with the Design of having it implied that tlie 
Colony is in a worse Position at present than it was then, by no means. 

2415. Do you consider that the subsequent Events of the Extension of Settle- 
ment and the Discoveries made by Leichardt and by Sir Thomas Mitchell 
make the Possibility of the advantageous Settlement of European Emigrants at 
tlie present Time greater than it was then ? 

Unquestionably greater ; in a Tenfold Degree. 

2416. Is the Facility of their advantageous Settlement increased also by the 
'greatly augmented Number and Value of Stock in the Colony and the Capacity 
which the Colony possesses of making profitable Returns to this Country, for 
British Manufactures imported into Australia? 

Unquestionably. It is principally the Increase of Sheep and Cattle that gives 
the Colony its great Power of absorbing European Labour, and of settling an 
industrious Population all over its Territory ; and from the peculiarly genial 
Character of the Climate Sheep and Cattle increase and multiply at a Rate 
altogether unprecedented in Europe. 

^2417' Do you consider the Capacity of the Australian Colonies to absorb 
P.uropean Labour to be very gi-eat at the present Moment? 

Very great indeed, as compared with the Capacity of other Colonial Fields. 
This arises from a Peculiaiity in our Climate, of the highest Importance in 
regard to its Results, but which I have never seen adverted to by any Writer on 
the Colony. I refer to our geographical Position in reference to the Isothermal 
-Line, or Line of equal Heat to the Northward and Southward, which on the 
•East Coast of New Holland crosses the Meridian so high as in 7 ° of South 
■Latitude. The Isothermal Line is generally within the Northern Flemi- 
sphere ; it is so for Three Fourths of the whole Circuit of the Globe, or 
.Two Thirds of it at ail events. But in that particular Portion of the Earth’s 
Circuit it- is in the Southern Hemisphere. It crosses the Line to the South- 
ward at Singapore, and emerges again from the Southern Hemisphere in 
tlie South Pacific Ocean to the Eastward of New Zealand, describing an Arch, 

with 
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witii its Apex on the Meridian of tlie East Coast of New Holland at 7° 
South Latitude. This gives us over the whole Continent of Australia a Degree 
of Temperature tbroiigliout the Year equal to what would be implied in any 
other Part of the World by a Position T nearer the Line. This Peculiarity 
is, doubtless, connected %vith the Prevalence of hot Winds to which we are 
occasionally subject, and with the long Droughts that occur in Australia; 
but it is peculiarly observable in the Character of our Winter, which is much 
milder than in corresponding Latitudes in the Northern Hemisphere, and, 
consequently, affords remarkable Facilities for the Development of our pastoral 
Resources. 

2418. When you speak of “the Isothermal Line,” do you mean by that a 
Line of equal Temperature tliroughoiit the Year ? 

By no means ; it is a Line determined by actual Observation, and supposed 
to be drawn around the Globe in the equatorial Regions, being sometimes to 
the Northward and sometimes to the Southward of the Equator, and indicating 
on each Meridian the particular Point where there is an equal Degree of Heat 
at equal Distances to the Northward and to the Southward, independently of 
the Latitude of the Place ; for it is not coincident with the Equator, as one 
would suppose beforehand, but is sometimes to the Northward and sometimes 
to the 'Southward of the Line. 

2419. Is there not a Line of that Sort on each Side of the Equator ? 

No, my Lords, there can be but One Isothermal Line ; it is, so to speak, the 
Equator of Heat between the Two opposite Hemispheres ; but it is b}' no means 
coincident with the geographical Equator. The Distribution of Heat on the 
Earth’s Surface is not entirely dependent on Latitude. 

2420. The Effect which you wish to impress upon the Committee by these 
Observations is, that for the Purposes of human Life and for the Purposes of 
Vegetation New South Wales is peculiarly fortunate in its Circumstances ? 

Precisely so ; and if your Lordships would permit me I would state very 
briefly the practical Results of this physical Condition on the Capacity of 
Australia, as compared with other Countries beyond Seas, to absorb European 
Labour., In the Course of a Visit which I paid to the United States in the 
Year 1840, I travelled as far to the Southward as the City of Ciiarleston in 
South Carolina, in 32' North Latitude •, and as one of our principal Settlements 
in New South Wales, that of Hunter’s River, to the Northward of .Sydney, where 
a Brother of mine is settled, is in the corresponding Degree of Latitude in the 
Southern Hemisphere, I was naturally led to institute a Comparison between 
the Climates of the Two Countries. 1 found, therefore, that the Cold in Winter 
is so intense, even in Charleston, that Churches and other public Buildings 
require to be warmed by arlificial Heat for Five or Six Months every Year. 
But the Australian Winter is so mild that nothing of the kind is required, 
even at Hobart Town, 11” farther South than Hunter’s River. The Orange 
I found could not be grown at Charleston,, but it grows magnificently at 
Hunter’s River in Australia, and indeed several Degrees farther South. The 
Cotton Plant in South Carolina is an Annual, being destroyed every Winter by 
the Frost, and requiring to be reproduced from the Seed every Spring j but in 
Australia it is a Perennial, not requiring Renewal annually, just as it is in the 
Brazils, in the East Indies, and in Egypt. This extraordinary Mildness of the 
Australian Winter ensures us a perpetual Spring. The Grass grows all the 
Year round ; no artificial Food of any Kind is required for any Description of 
Farm Stock, and Sheep and Cattle can consequently be reared in far greater 
Numbers, and with a far smaller Proportion of Human Labour in tending them 
than in other Countries less favourably situated, although in corresponding 
Latitudes, in the Northern Hemisphere. In this Way there is an abundant 
Supply of Animal Food provided in all Parts of Australia, at the very cheapest 
Rate, for the Subsistence of the European Labourer. Colonial Wealth is rapidl v 
created in Flocks and Herds and their Products, Wool, Tallow, Hides, Beet, 
&c. This Wealth is regularly expended in the increased Consumption ot British 
Produce and Manufactures of all Kinds, in stimulating Colonial Enterprise in 
every Direction, and in creating a constant Demand for additional European 
Labour, as well as a constantly increasing Power of absorbing that Labour. 

(46.13.) G g 4 2421. Viewing 
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230 MINUTES or EVIDENCE BEFORE SEI.ECT COMMITTEE 

2421. Viewing the State of the Colony now, more especially with respect to 
the Extent of Territory which has been added to it during your own Experience, 
do YOU consider that its Capacity to receive profitably Emigrants is bounded by 
any narrow Limits ? 

^y no means; on the contrary, I am strongly of opinion that its Capacity 
for the profitable Absorption of European Labour, and the comfortable 
Settlement of Emigrants of the humbler Classes generally, is much greater 
than has been supposed, even by the most sanguine of the Colonists. 
A Committee of the Legislative Council, in estimating the Capacity of the 
Colony for receiving Labourers at the present Time, have given it as their 
Opinion that the Colony could easily receive and afford Employment and 
Subsistence to 20,000 additional Labourers during the present Year. Now 1 
am quite sure that that docs not exceed the Truth by any means, 

2422. But that 20,000 is the Emigration of 20,000 of actual Labourers, 
independently of the Eainilies which those Labourers could support? 

Quite so; .such a Number, I conceive, could easily be disposed of. 

242S. Do you conceive that the Emigration would be Ics-s useful to the 
Colony if consisting not only of able-bodied Men, but of a certain Proportion of 
Women and Children, which would form domestic Ties, not exceeding the 
Number that the able-bodied Men could support? 

By no means. Such an Immigration of Families would bo much more 
valuable to the Colony, and would preserve in healthful Operation the moral 
Restraints which are so important to the Community. 

2-124. Therefore, with your Acquaintance with the Colony, you would by no 
means restrict the Emigration to able-bodied Labourers unaccompanied by 
Families? 

Decidedly not; such a Restriction is never contemplated in tlie Colony, the 
Necessity for having at least an equal Number of adult Females being univer- 
sally admitted. 

2425. Is there not an Advantage connected with the Emigration of Families, 
that, viewing the Expense of Passage Money, the Emigration of young Persons 
is less costly to the Colony than that of Adults, and that those young Persons as 
they grow up become afterwards of great Value to the Colony? 

Unquestionably ; it is exceedingly valuable in a moral Point of View also. 

2420. When your first Experiment was tried in the Year 1S31 you stated 
that the Passage Money was about Q5L a Head ; has not the Passage Money 
been very considerably reduced since that Period? 

Very considerably. In Passenger Ships where the Emigrants have to pay for 
their own Passage, the Charge is still about 20/. ; but the Government are able 
to get Ships taken up at a much lower Rate. X understand a Steerage Passage 
is now offered from London by private Ships at so low a Rate as 15/. 

2427. Therefore the favourable Results which attended Emigration at the 
Cost of 25/. a Head in the Year 1830, by no means represent the entire Amount 
of Benefit that would attend a similar Emigration at a Period when the Freight 
ha.s very much diminislied in Price ? 

Decidedly not. 

2428. The Emigrants would be able sooner to clear themselves of the Debt, 
and a given Sum would effect the Transport of a greater Number ? 

Quite so. 

2429. Speaking of the Power of absorbing Emigrants in the Colony, do you 
conceive that that is more or less connected with the Extent of Land in the 
Colony available for agricultural Purposes ? 

The Conclusion to which the Committee of Council have come upon that 
Subject is in reference entirely to the present Condition of the Colony as a 
pastoral Country chiefly ; and it is of its present State, irrespective of the vast 
Extent of Land which it contains available for Cultivation, that I speak in esti- 
mating its Capacity to receive 20,000 adult Labourers during the Y^ar. 

2430. But 
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24'30. But do you conceive that the exclusively pastoral State to which the Itcv. J. D. Lung. 
present Condition and Number of the Population has a Tendency more or less 
to lead or to continue, is as favourable a State for the Interests of the Colony ^3^,3 

as would be produced, if, under a more abundant Supply of Laboui', agricul- ' 

tuml Pursuits could be encouraged and superadded to pastoral ones? 

Decidedly not. 

21'31. Will you state your Reasons for that Ojiiiiion ? 

The pastoral Condition of the Colony is, from its physical Charactei', the first 
Condition through w'hich it must necessarily pass. In tlie natural Course of 
Things it is not opposed to the agricultural State, but simply introductory and 
prejxu-atory to it. The Countiy presents vast Tracts of Land affording abiin- 
dant Pasture for Flocks and Herds without the Labour of Man in any way ; 
and the natural Course for the Colonists to take with tlieir increasing Flocks 
and Herds in such Circumstances, is to spread them abroad over those Pastures. 

Whatever, therefore, might be the Proportion of tiie agricultural Population 
sent out to the Colony, and whatever the Purposes that Population should be 
intended to serve, or the Way it was intended to be established, this Process 
would still go on ; and according as the Sheep and Cattle of the Colony in- 
creased, they would he extended over a greater Surface till the whole Extent 
of available Country in the Continent became so occupied. There is no pre- 
venting that State of Things in the first instance ; it is a natural State of Things 
for the Country, ami it is highly desirable that such a State of Tilings should 
exist, because it prepares the Way in the most desirable Manner for following 
up the pastoral Community with an agricultural Community in every Part of 
the Country. 

2432. Have you been able to observe the Difierence of Character in the 
Important Respects of moral Character, social Character, and Disposition to 
Industry and the Production of Wealth, as between tlie scattered pastoral 
Population which exists at the present Moment and the more dense and more 
mixed Population which arises with the Addition of agricultural Pursuits? 

Unquestionably the Condition of an .agricultural Population is, from all 1 
have witnessed personally, far more favourable to moral and social Advancement 
in every respect. 

24-33. Do you think that it presents any considerable Difference likewise, with_ 
respect to the Interests of the Mother Country, as exhibited by the Capacity of 
a pastoral Population as compared with an agricultural one, to con.sume British 
IManufactures and Produce? 

I do not think that an exclusively agricultural Population would consume a 
larger Proportion of British Goods than a pastoral Population, such as we have 
at present, taking into account the Classes dependent either directly or indi- 
rectly on pastoral Pursuits. Taking the Two in equal Numbers I do not know 
that an agricultural Population would consume so much more of British Goods 
as to render that an important Consideration. 

2434. You have visited the Shepherds Pluts in the Squatting Districts, and 
you are also acquainted with some of the more improved agricultural Districts 
which have been settled in the Neighbourhood of Sydney and elsewhere ; do 
you think that the Shepherds in the distant Runs live as well, are as well 
clothed, and consume as much of British Productions as the Agriculturists in 
the more improved Districts? 

Certainly not ; but I have no Hesitation in stating it as^ the Result of my 
own Observation and Experience, that, so long as the native Pastures of the 
Country continue to be inadequately stocked, the Labour of a Shepherd or_ 

Stockman, in tending Flocks and Herds, will produce a larger Amount, of 
Wealth to the Community tlian if the Labour of that Shepherd or Stockman 
had been applied to Agriculture. And although that Shepherd or Stockman 
will consume only a comparatively small Amount of British Produce and Manu- 
factures in his own Person, this Wealth will call into existence various other 
Classes of Society dependent on the pastoral Pursuits of the County, by whom 
a much larger Amount of such Produce and Manufactures will be consumed. 

It is in this Way that the City of Sydney contains a Population^ of 5^000 Souls, 
that is, One Third of the entire Population of New South Wales Pro^r, and 
that the Town of Melbourne contains upwards of 11,000, that is, One Third ot 
(.16.13.) a h the 
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the whole Population of Port Phillip. It is the pastoral Pursuits of the Country 
and the Wealth they create that support these enormously disproportionate and 
overgrown Towns 5 for although the Shepherd and Stockman do not consume 
the livitish Produce and Manufactures themselves, the Inhabitants of Sydney 
and Melbourne do it for them. It must be borne in mind, however, that while 
the Agriculturist expends his Labour upon a mere Speck of Land, the Shcplierd 
or Stockman ranges over whole Counties, and this can only be practicable so 
long as the Country is in an unoccupied or Transition State. The agricultural 
Condition is decidedly a higher and more advanced State in the social Scale, 
and to that State the Australian Colonies generally are rapidly tending. And 
whatever will accelerate the Process, by throwing into the Colony and promoting 
the Settlement of a numerous and industrious agricultural Population, will be 
decidedly of the greatest Benefit to the Colonial Community, as well as to the 
Mother Country. 

2tS5. Your Brother is settled in New South Wales? 

He is, in the District of Hunter’s River. 

2436. He was a Scotch Agriculturist, familiar with the improved Cultivation 
of Scotland ? 

He was. 

2437. Will you be so good as to state the Progress of liis Settlement there, 
the Land he first occupied, the Condition in which lie found it, the Condition 
in which it is now, and the Manner in which it is occupied? 

My Brother obtained a Grant of 3,000 Acres of Land from the Crown in the 
Year 1824, and he settled upon it early in 1826. It is situated on the Banks of 
Hunter’s River and its Tributary Patterson’s River, about 100 Miles to the 
Northward of Sydney. It was then a dense Forest, and had to be cleared at a 
very considerable Expense, of from 5l. to 6/. an Acre. At that Period the 
Government offered to Settlers Facilities for extending their Possessions by 
allowing them to purchase the vacant Lands in their respective Neighbourhoocl.s 
at 5s. an Acre. My Brother could have purchased in that Way 1,500 Acres 
that adjoined Ins Property, but he did not think it was either necessary or 
desirable to have more than he had, and he also thought that 5s. an Acre was 
too much to give for an additional Quantity of Land, when he had got the rest 
for nothing. He continued to carry on his agricultural Operations, clearing and 
cultivating additional Portions of Land every Year, and the Sheep and Cattle 
he had purchased in the first instance increased gradually till they amounted to 
a large Herd and Flock. In the meantime Population began to flow into the 
District ; and at length a Steamboat was established between Sydney and 
Hunter’s River in the Year 1831. Steam Navigation was introduced in that 
Year into the Colony from England. By this Time the Tract of Land I have 
mentioned had become so valuable, that as the neighbouring Proprietor who 
liad purchased it at 5s. an Acre was forced to sell it by Auction from his 
Affairs having got deranged, my Brother purchased it at 24s. an Acre, 

2438. Had it been cleared in the meantime ? 

No, it w’as still in a State of Nature. The great Increase of Value it exhibited 
arose merely from the Influx of Population, and the Advantages of Steam Navi- 
gation in the District. It was con.sidered at the Time of my Brother’s Purchase 
a great Bargain at 24s. an Acre ; it is much more valuable now. The gi'eater 
Part of that Land is now cleared, and leased to Tenants in small Farms, varying 
from 15 to 150 Acres; some of it at 10s. an Acre, and a considerable Portion of 
it at H. an Acre, of yearly Rent. 

2439. How IS it cultivated ? Are those agricultural Tenants, as we .should 
consider them in England ; that is to say, carrying on mixed Agriculture and 
Pasturage, or is there any thing of a pastoral System still retained ? 

They are exclusively Agriculturists; the pastoral and agricultural Popu- 
lations of the Colony are separated from each other by a broad Line of 
Demarcation. 

2440. Comparing them with the scattered pastoral Population, do you 
consider their Position as on the whole more satisfactory ? 

Decidedly ; there can be no Comparison between the Condition of a small 

Farmer 
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Farmer in an agricultural Settlement, surrounded with Neighbours, and that of 
a solitary Shepherd in the remote Interior. 

244<1. Wliat Produce do tliey raise? 

Wheat and Maize principally, also Hops, and some of them a little Tobacco. 

2442. Is the Quality good ? 

The Quality is pretty fair I understand j I am not a Judge of that Article in 
any Form ; but the Colonial is generally considered inferior to tlie Virginia 
Tobacco. My Brother’s Land on Hunter’s River is about 2,500 Acres in 
Extent. The Population on it in 1846 amounted to upwards of SOO Persons. 
He had erected a School in a central Locality, which was kept by a highly 
competent and respectable married Scotch Schoolmaster; and the Number of 
Pupils in the School when I left the Colony was Seventy-six, of whom Seventy- 
three were the Children of my Brother’s Tenants, Most of these .small Farmers 
had Bullocks, or Draught Cattle, of their own, and a few Head of Cattle besides. 

244S. Do you consider that a considerable E.xtent of unoccupied Land might 
be available and turned to Colonial Account if there were a greater Supply of 
Labour furnished to the Colony ? 

There is a boundless Extent of Land capable of being applied to agricultural 
Pursuits in every Part of the Country. 

2444. Will you describe, first with respect to New South Wales Proper, 
whether you conceive that there, where there has been the greatest Extent of 
Occupation, and for the longest Period, there still remains any very considerable 
Quantity of Land capable of being so turned to agricultural Uses ? 

There is along the Rivers and on the Coast a vast Extent of Land still 
belonging to the Crown capable of Cultivation and of bearing Crops of Corn, 
Maize, and Tobacco, together with the Vine and the Olive; in short all the 
Productions of Southern Europe. In the Interior of the Middle District there 
is a great Extent of Land in what is called the Argyle Country, behind the 
Coast Range of Mountains, that is capable of producing Wheat of tlie very first 
Character, and along the Banks of the Murrutnbidgee for about SOQ Miles, 
following the Course of the River, there is a Succession of beautiful Flats 
generally a Mile, or a Mile and a Half in Extent, sometimes on the one Side of 
the River and sometimes on the other, all along, that are capable of producing 
Crops of Grain of the first Quality. 

2445. Do the same Observations apply with the same, or with greater or less 
Force, to the Port Phillip District, which is a later Settlement ? 

They apply with much greater Force to the Port Phillip Settlement, for, to use 
the Phrase of an inteiligent Colonial Farmer who had migrated from the Middle 
District into Port Phillip, the good Land in New South Wales is only in Patches, 
but in Port Phillip it is the bad Land that is in Patches. The general Character 
of the Land is good to a very great Extent, it i.s of superior Quality, and the had 
Land is the Exception to the general Rule there. 

2446. Have there been any Speculations afloat with respect to the Mode in 
which the unoccupied, but fertile Lands of Port Phillip District could be made 
more available for the Production of Wealth and for Human Settlement ? 

Yes ; there is a Tract of Land peculiarly available for such a Purpose, 
extending to the Westward from the Head of the Western Arm of Port Phillip. 
The Seaport Town in that Locality is called Geelong, a very thriving Place. 
There is a Tract of Land extending West from Geelong, across the Boundary 
of South Australia, about 200 Miles in Length with an average Breadth of Twenty- 
five Miles, which is generally considered equal to any Land in Great Britain ; 
it is capable of producing Crops of Grain, and all the other Productions that are 
suitable to the Climate, equally with the best Land in tliis Island. It is capable 
of sustaining as dense a Population as any Part of Great Britain. 

2447 . What Area in Acres do you suppose that District to be. ^ 

That great Block of Land comprises about 3,200,000 Acres in one continuons 
Stretch. 

2448. Is it occupied at the present Moment ? 

It is occupied merely as Squatting Stations. 

(46.13.) H h 2 2449. For 



Eev, J. D. Lang, 
D.D. 

1st June IS4.S. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




/?««. .7. D. Lang, 
D.D. 

1st June 1S48. 



23.J, MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

2449 . For pastoral Purposes ? 

Yes ; for no other. 

2450. When you speak of its Fertility, from whence do you infer its Fertility 
if it is not used at the present Moment for agricultural Purposes j is the 
Vegetation such as to enable you with Confidence to infer its Fertility ? 

Each Squatter who has a Station on these Plains cultivates as much Land as 
is required for the Support of his own Establishment, and in that Way we learn 
the productive Character of the Land when applied to Agriculture. 

2451. Have you visited that Portion of Land? 

I have traverkd the whole of it. One of those Squatters informed me, \vhen 
I put the Question to him, as to the Character of the Lund which he was subject- 
ing to the Operations of Agriculture, that he had reaped Sixty-five Pushels of 
Wheat to the x'^cre. The Average of the District is Thirty-five Bushels. 

2452. And without the Application of any Manure ? 

Quite so ; that is never thought of in that Country. The Soil is of decom- 
posed Trap 5 and particular Portions of it, evidently of volcanic Origin, are of 
extraordinary Fertility. 

2453. Are there any Measures in Contemplation or under Discussion that 
are calculated to add to the Productiveness of that Territory ? 

An Idea occurred to myself in traversing that Portion of the Country, and 
another Member of the Legislative Council, who afterwards traversed it along 
with me for the express Purpose of ascertaining the Point, coincided with me 
in that Idea, viz., tiiat if aXrararoad could be laid along the central Line of 
tiiat Series of Plains, to be constructed of the indigenous Timber of the Colony, 
it would afford what is uniformly a great Desideratum in Colonization, a cheap 
and expeditions Means of Transport, and would present the greatest con- 
ceivable Facilities for the Settlement of an agricultural Population along that 
whole Extent of Country. The Idea was thought a very wild one at first, 
but when People looked at it seriously it was found to be quite practicable, 
and was deemed exceedingly desirable. The Result was, that a public Meet- 
ing was held in the Town of Geelong, at which Resolutions were passed for 
the Appointment of a Committee to examine the Capabilities of the Country, 
and to report ; and that Committee gave in their Report, which w'as favourable 
to a Second public Meeting, whicli was held in July 184<6, and by which I was 
specially authorized and requested to bring the Subject under the Considera- 
tion both of the Government and of the Public at home, in order to have the 
Idea carried out which I had put forward, principally for the Settlement of the 
Countiy. This was, that a Trararoad should be constructed of the indigenous 
Timber of the Country along the Centre of the Plains, that the Land on either 
Side of it slioiild be acquired from Government, and sold in Farms of 160 Acres 
each to an agricultural free emigrant Population, and that a Company should be 
established at home for carrying out the Object. I will, with the Permission 
of the Committee, deliver in a Copy of a Paper containing the Proceedings of 
the public Meeting on the Occasion to which I refer, with the Report of the 
Committee. 

[The same is delivered in.] 

2454'. Have any similar Suggestions been entertained with respect to tlie 
Middle Colony, and has tins Question of opening the Country, through the 
Medium of cheap Tramroads made with the indigenous Timber of the Country, 
been in contempladon in relation to a Line between Sydney and Goulbuni, 
towards which a Survey has been executed at the joint Expense of the People 
of Sydney and of tlie Government ? 

Yes; and on my leaving the Colony the Speaker of the Legislative Council, 
Dr. Nicholson, who was Chairman of the Committee of AiTungeraents for a 
Railway between Sydney and Goulburn, a Distance of about 120 Miles, 
addressed a Letter to me on the part of the Committee on the Subject, of 
which 1 beg to deliver in a Copy which I hold in ray Hand. 

The same is delivered in, and is as follows : 
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Rev. Sli', Sydney, lath June 1840. 

It having been imimatcd to the Provisional Board of Directors of the Great Smitliern and 
Western Railway Company, that you arc- upon the Point of eitiharhing for Europe, ihev 
are anxious to address you oit the Subject of their present Undcrtaluiui;, one in which tlie’y 
are persuaded you feel an equally lively and zealous Inteiest wiiii tlicmselves, and in the 
Promotion of which they are also satisfied lliey may calculate upon voiir able Co-operation 
and Assistance. 

Yon, Sir, I believe, Imvo the Merit of having been One of the first to direct public 
Aueiition to the Pmcticahlility of establishing Railway Coiuraunicadoiis thronghout the 
Colony. In a Series of Letters addressed to one of the public Journals you showed that 
the Adoption of a System of Railways of a simple and inexpensive Kind, (similar to those 
in general Use hi the United States of America) could Jiol f;dl to be successful, whether 
regarded in the Light of a profitable Investment to the Capitalist, or considered in relation 
to the immense Influence it would exercise in tiie Development of the Resources of the 
Country brought within the Sphere of its Operations. 

'I'he Attention of the Colonial Public having been directed to the proposed Formation of 
several Australi.in Railway Companies in Enghuid, a public Meeting was held in Sydney 
on the 29th .lainiary last, which was attended by a numerous Body of the most respectable 
and influential Colonists. 

The Belief appeared to be unanimous, that in certain Districts and Lines the Establi. 5 h- 
ment of Railways could not fail to be successful. In order, however, that a due Degree of 
Circumspection might be observed, before pledging themselves to any distinct Opinion on 
the Subject, the Mt-eling appointed a Committee, with Directions to report upon the Fea- 
sibility of some one particular Line, taking into consideration the combined Relations of 
Cost of Consu-ucuoii, the Amount of Traliic, and the consequent Return to be anticipated 
for the Capital invested in the Undertaking, The Line suggested by the Committee (as 
that on which the most favourable Results derivable from i'ls Adoption were likely to be 
established,) was that extending from Sydney to Goulburn. In die Report published by 
the Committee (of which a Copy is lierewitli forwarded to you) the following Conclusions 
appear to have been unhesitatingly arrived, at : 1st, The Absence of any serious physical 
Impediments iti the Country between Sydney and Goulburn, and the consequent Absence 
of a Necessity for the Construction of any very important or co.stly engineering Works in 
order to render tlie Line practicable. 2dly, That as it appears that the average "Cost of all 
the Railroads in the United States of America docs not exceed Four thousand eiflu liui’- 
dred Pounds a hlile, the Committee deemed an Estimate of Six ibousand Pounds a Mile 
as a Calculation likely to be within the actual Expemlinire required on such a Line as that 
indicated above. They are disposed to place the gre.ater Reliance upon the Correctness of 
this Estimate, from a Consideraiiou of the Aniiiogy subsisting l)otween the Circumstances 
and Requirements of a new Country like America ami the Australian Colonics; from the 
small Cost likely to be incurred in the Purchases of Lands from private Proprietors, and 
from the Cheapness and Abundance of Materials requisite for the Coustruedon of the 
Works, many of which, such as Timher, might be obtained at the simple Cost of the Labour 
employed in felling, and in Carriage to the Spot where required. Sdly, Tla* Fact, that 
at tlie present Moment a Sum is annually paid for the Transit of Goods and Passeno-ers 
between the Localities above referred to that would afford ample Interest on the Amount 
invested in the Construction of the Railway, assuming that such Cost did not exceed Six 
thousand Pounds a Mile. 

So important mid so conclusive did tlie Report made by this Committee, and the Facts 
upon which it was founded, appear, that a Number of Gentlemen at once resolved to take 
Steps towards the Formation of a “ Great Southern and Western Line.” It is uniiecessarv 
for me to do more tliau refer you to their published Prospectus for a more full and elaborate 
Detail of the Project. 

In order, however, fully to mature iheir Designs, the Provisional Directors would wish to 
point to the following Circumstances as indispensable to the Undertaking, To these I beg 
now to direct your Attention, 

First. — The Aid of European Capital, Whilst the Colonists are willing to engage a 
considerable Portion of their own Capital in the Company, it were almost impossible {taking 
into Consideration the Value of Money in the Colony, the high Rate of Interest, and the 
numerous Demands made upon the Funds of the Settler, in the Improvement of his Home- 
stead and Stations,) to meet so large an Outlay as that required for the contemplated 
UnderUikiiig wiihout the Aid of British Funds. 

Secondly. — The Introduction of Labour. The great and increasing Demand for Labour 
in the Colony is such, that no local Legislative Enactment would in all Probability be 
granted for incorporating the Company, without the Condition being annexed that the 
Company should import an Amount of Labour adequate to the Formation of the Works 
about to be undertaken. The Consideration of this Matter, and of the Means for obviating 
the Difficulty it presents, is however met in the Question involved in the Proposal 
respecting — 

Thirdly.— The Land. Assuming the Company is under ' the Necessity of incnrriug a 
considerable Expenditure in defraying the Cost of Passage for Labourers, the Regulations 
respecting the Disposal of the Waste J,ands of the Colony under the Act Vic^ c. 

(46.13.) H b B and 
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lie-B. J. D. Lnn^, and the Regulations contained in the Despatch of Lord Stanley, of Date , 

D.J). would empower them to select an Equivalent in Laud at the Rate of One Pound an Acre. 

This, if judiciously selected, would at once possess a Value, certainly not less than that at 

1st June 1818. which it was acquired by the Company. By taking, however, Blocks of Ground at the 

different Termini, and in other favourable Localities, the reasonable Presumption is, that 
an immensely increased additional Value would be given to the Lauds thus selected, and 
tliat they would leave eventually a large Profit to ilie Company in their Sale. 

To carry out and effect those several Objects, the following appear to be indispensable 
Preliminaries, upon the successful and early Setllement of which the Prospects and Fate 
of the Company must in a great Measure depend. They are, the Combination of British 
with Colonial Capital, the Immigration of sufficient Labour for carrying out the Works, 
and the Establishment of such a Modification in the “ Land Sales Act” as would allow a 
pre-emptive Right of Purchase within a prescribed Number of Years at One Pound an 
Acre, of any and all such Land as the Company might be disposed to select in repayment 
for the Introduction of Labourers. 

These several Matters can only be adjusted and brought to a satisfactory Conclusion by 
Negotiation with British Capitalists and with the Colonial Office, and by the passing of an 
Act by the Imperial Legislature. 

I regret to have it to state, that the Provisional Directors, from the temporary Nature of 
their Appointment and tlie restricted Character of the Functions with which they arc 
invested, (that of merely receiving Applications for Shares, and preparing a detailed “Pro- 
spectus of the Company’s Plan,”) are unable to give any specific Authorization to act in 
their Behalf in reference to the several Matters above referred to. From a Knowledge, 
however, of the Zeal and Ability willi which you are likely to advocate their Views, and 
from the Circumstance of your having been associated with them in the Establishment of 
the Company, they are disposed to place great Confidence in your Exertions in bringing 
them under the Notice, and securing the Co-operation of British Capitalists, and of the 
Executive Government at home. 

The Provisional Directors desire me to state, that they have abstained from minute and 
specific Details as to the Nature and Extent of their Proceedings up to the present Moment, 
as you are already fully conversant with them. In thus inviting your Aid towards carrying 
out the first Railway in Australia, the Provisional Directors hope to secure a Coadjutor 
and Ally, wiiose Energy, local Experience, and distinguished Talents, are likely to be 
eminently useful in the Accomplishment of the important Ends they have in view, 

I am, 8cc., 

To the Rev. Dr. Lang, M. C. (Signed) Charles Nicholson, 

&c. &c. Chairman of the Board of Provisional Directors. 

24-5.5. Is the Timber of whicli it was proposed to execute these Lines of 
Communcation what is commonly called the Iron Bark Timber ? 

It is the Stringy Bark Tree that is thought most suitable for the Purpose ; it 
has been used successfully in the Construction of a Jetty by the local Govern- 
ment at Portland Bay, the Locality to wiiich I have already referred, where 
there is a rising Town. 

24-56. That Timber is abundant and cheap, and in some Instances might be 
procured in tlie very Territory through whicli the Lines of Communication 
would be made ? 

It abounds along the Coast quite close to the Series of Plains that I have been 
describing. Between that Series and the Ocean there is a Forest of magnificent 
Timber of about Three Millions of Acres in extent. 

2457. It is very hard Wood, is it not ? 

It is something like Beech or English Oak in its Character. 

2458. Is it like Teak at all ? 

It is not so hard as Teak ; it is a Variety of the Eucalyptus. 

2459* Does the Want of Communication in many Instances throw serious 
Obstacles in the Way of the fiirtlier Settlement of the Colony ? 

Very great ; that is indeed the only Obstacle to the Occupation of numerous 
Tracts of Land of the first Quality all over the Territory. These Tracts are in 
many Instances separated from the settled Districts by absolutely sterile Tracts 
of great Extent which must be traversed; and the Cost of Communication at 
present, by moans of Bullock Drags (which is the usual Mode of Communication 
for Goods), is so great, especially in Times of Drought, that it does not pay to 
maintain Intercourse with those remoter fertile Tracts. ^ 

2460. In the event of the Establishment of cheap Tramroads of the Kind 
which you have described, would the Coal of the Colony be available for Steam 
Purposes ? 

Yes, most assuredly. 

2401. Has 
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2461. Has it been used ? 

Wherever Coal is procurable. 

24-62. Have not Discoveries been made of late showing that the Supidy of 
Coal within the Colony is very much greater than had been at first supposed = 
There have; it is found along a Thousand Miles of Coast, ^ 

24-63. Is not it cropping out very near the Surface so as to be capable of 
being raised without much Difliculty or Expense? 

In many Localities it crops out at the Surface. 

2464. Are the Seams of great Depth ? 

In some Localities they are. At Hunter’s River for instance, in the Neigh- 
bourhood of my Brother’s Property, tiie Seams, pierced through by a Shaft tiiat 
I descended myself, amounted in tlie Aggregate to upwards of Twenty Eeet. 
This Coal is almost at tlie Surface ; we do not yet know what there may be 
below. ^ 

2465. Are not the Facilities of Settlement, which are to the full as oreat in 
the South Australian District as in the Port Phillip District which yon have 
described, augmented in some Degree in South Australia by reason of the 
Discoveries of Mineral Wealth in that Colony ? 

The Extent of Land available for Settlement in South Australia is very small 
compared with its Extent in Port Phillip. It is almost boundless iii Port 
Phillip. 

2466. Is not there a very great Demand for European Labour in South 
Australia ? 

In all the Australian Settlements that is the uniform Demand of the Colo- 
nists, and the mineral Resources of South Australia render the Demand still 
more urgent in that Colony. 

_ 2467- Have you considered the State of the Northern or Moreton Bay Ter- 
ritory in its relation to Facility of Occupation, and profitable Occupation, by 
European Settlement ? 

Yes, I have, particularly. 

2468. Will you describe what your View is of that Portion of the Colony ? 

I consider that Portion of the Colony as being one of the most favourable 
Fields for Colonization that has ever been occupied by any Portion of the British 
Race. It presents an Extent of navigable Water available for Steam Navigation 
almost unequalled in any other Colonies. It is not to be compared, perhap.s, in 
point of Extent, with the navigable Waters in the Colony of New Brunswick, 
but in that Colony the Severity of the Climate renders the Facilities that would 
otherwise be so desirable scarcely available for the Purposes of Settlement. 
But in the Moreton Bay Country the Climate is of the first Order, Witii 
the Permission of the Committee, I will read a Sentence or Two from a Report 
of Mr. Commissioner Fry, Commissioner of Crown Lands in the Clarence 
District and a Magistrate of the Territory. 

24 G 9 . What is the Date of that Report? 

It was drawn up at ray own special Request in June 1846. “ The Plains on 
“ the Banks of the Clarence River are of various Sizes, many of them extending 
“ along the River for Miles, the Soil being a deep dark alluvial Deposit on a 
“ Substratum of Clay, covered at Top by a Layer of vegetable Decomposition, 

“ the Accumulation of Ages, and so tliinly timbered that isolated Acres may 
“ be found unincumbered by a single Tree. The astonishing Vegetation with 
“ which they are clothed is almost inconceivable, such indeed as I have never 
“ witnessed elsewhere save on the equally favoured Regions of the Richmond.” 
(That is a River Forty Miles to the Northward of the Clarence.) ” It is impos- 
” sible to imagine a Country more worthy of having bestowed upon it the 
“ Labour of the Husbandman, or one more likely to remunerate him for his 
“ Toil than the Localities to which I refer, as they are remarkable, not alone 
“ for the Excellence of the Land, but for being placed under a Climate than 
“ which none can be more conducive to the Process of Vegetation. An almost 
“ complete Realization of Fenelon’s Conception with reference to Calypso’s 
“ Isle is exhibited in the Climate of the Clarence, as without any Degree of 
“ Hyperbole a perpetual Spring may be said to prevail during the entire Year, 
(46.13.) H h 4 “ for 
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“ for SO mild are the Seasons that Vegetation remains unchecked even in the 
“ Jlidst of the so-called 'Winter. Rain is abundant, so much so as to give rise to 
“ the Opinion tliat the District is unsuitcd for pastoral Purposes, at least so far 
“ as Sheep are concerned. Frost is very unfrequent, and never intense, as may 
“ be inferred from its geographical Position. The Heat in Summer is con- 
“ siderable, but an Excess of Two or Three Days is almost invariably suc- 
“ ceeded by Thunder Showers wlhcli for a Time render cool and invigorating 

the Air, occasionally causing an extraordinary rapid Change of Temperature, 
“ the Thermometer having been frequently known to vary no less than Forty 
“ Degrees in tlie Space of Twelve Hours. This sudden Caprice of Tempera- 
•' tare is however not in the least creative of Unhcalthiness ; on the contrary, I 
“ am satisfied there is no Part of New South Wales, however justly it may be 
“ fiuiied for the Salubrity of its Climate, wliicli is more conducive to the Blealth 
“ of tlie Human Body than the District of the Clarence River ; indeed most 
“ others must be confessed to yield to it in this respect, inasmuch as tlie never- 
“ fading Mantle of Green in which it is jicrpetually clothed shields its Inhabi- 
“ tants from the opthalraic Diseases so prevalent in other Parts of the Colony. 
“ AVcrc it necessary to adduce any Corroboration of this Truth, 1 need only 
“ refer to the unsuccessful Effort of a Medical Practitioner to establisli himself 
“ in the District, who, tliongh eminent both for professional Talent and Amenity 
“ of Manner, was obliged to abandon the Undertaking, after a fruitless Attempt 
“ protracted for upwards of Two Years, his Failure solely arising from the 
“ almost entire Absence of Disease, as it cannot be imagined that a Population 
“ ainoimting to nearly 1,000 Souls, and possessed of 150,000 Sheep and 
“ 30,000 Cattle, would be unable sufliciently to remunerate him were his 
“ Services I'equired. On the whole a Four Years Residence in the District 
“ lias confirmed me in the Opinion that no Country ever came from the 
“ Hands of its Creator more eminently qualified to be tbe Abode of a thriving 
“ and numerous Population than the one of which I have been speaking ; and 
“ in forming this Estimate I have been uninfluenced either by I’rejudice or by 
“ Interest, being no way concerned with it save in that arising from my 
“ official Capacity.” 

2i'70. Have yon a Map of this District? 

I have {‘producing the same). 

2-17C Id that Report Allusion is made to the Rivers of the Country. Are 
tlmse all Rivers which flow in the Summer as well as in the "Winter ? 

Yes; they are all Tide Rivers, always available for Navigation. 

2472. They do not dry in the hot Season ? 

Along that Portion of the Coast of Australia commencing at the Thirtieth 
Degree of South Latitude there is on the Average a River navigable for a 
greater or less Distance by Steam Boats every Forty Miles along tbe Coast, and 
these Rivers are all perennial Streams. 

2475. Morctoii Bay is the principal Place of Di.sembarkation ? 

It is the principal Locality in the District, and the Place where the Settlement 
was originally formed. 

2174. Is it a good Harbour for 'Vessels ; is it accessible to large Vessels ? 

Yes, to the largest Vessels. 

2175. Tliat is by the Northern Entrance ? 

By the Northern Entrance, 

2476. Ls there any Bar ? 

There is no Impediment to the Entrance of the largest Vessels. Moreton 
Bay itself is an inland Sea, about Sixty Miles long by Twenty broad, formed by 
those Three Islands that run parallel to the Coast. It is not completely land- 
locked ; it is open to the North ; but we seldom, if ever, have Gales from that 
Direction ; and in the event of there being a Gale from that Quarter there is 
Shelter for Ships under Peel’s Island within the Bay, only a few Miles distant 
from the Locality wliere it has been proposed to form the principal Town and 
Roadstead for the District, viz,, Cleveland’s Point. Peel’s Island, which affords 
Shelter from the only Wind that can affect Vessels lying in that Roadstead, is 
right abreast of Cleveland Point, 

2477. The 
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521'77. The Brisbane is the largest illver in that District? 

It is. 

247 s. How far is it navigable ? 

It is navigable, by the Aid of a Tributary for the iast Twelve Jililcs, as far as 
Seventy-five Miles from its Moutli. It is actually navigated icgularly by Steam 
Boats for that Distance. 

^f- 79 . Is not the Richmond a very fine River, navigable to a considerable 
Extent? 

It is ii very fine River, navigable for Fifty Miles. 

2-1'SO. Will you state the Quality and Nature of the Soil in tlie Neighbour' 
Jiood of the Richmond River? 

Ml'. Fry, the Commissioner of Crown Lands in the District, mentions in Ins 
Report to which I have already referred, that the Plains on the Richmond are 
much more extensive than those on tlie Clarence, but of tlio same general 
Character in point of Soil, Vegetation, and Climate, and so extensive, moreover, 
as to be capable, in his Opinion, of receiving ami settling the whole redundant 
Population of Great Britain ; I mean the Plains on the Richmond River alone. 

2451. What Uses arc they at present turned to? 

They are mere Squatting Stations. 

2452. Are the Heights of tlie Mountains considerable? 

There is a Range running parallel to the Coast ; it is called the Australian 
Andes, or Coast Range ; and it attains the average Elevation in this Part of the 
Territory of 4,100 Feet; but there are numerous detached Mountains and 
Ranges between it and tiie Coast, and .some of those attain a much greater 
Elevation ; Mount Lindsay, for example, in which the River Logan rises, is 5,700 
Feet high. 

2483. Are not some of the Mountains to the Southward higher still ? 

Some in the inland District in which the Clarence River originates attain the 
Height of 6,000 Feet. They arc frequently covered with Snow, and are called 
the Snowy Mountains. That Part of the Territory is called New England. 

2484. What is the general geological Structure; is it uniform tlrroughoul 
thi.s District ? 

A great Portion of this Chain of Mountains is of Sandstone Formation, but 
at a certain Latitude Northward and at a certain Longitude Westward also we find 
Granite. The detached Mountains are generally of the former Material, called 
by Geologists Domite, and there is a considerable Portion of the Country of 
Trap Forfiiation. 

2485. Viewing tliis Territory as a whole, are you enabled to state to the 
Committee any Approximation to an Estimate as to its Capacity to absorb 
Immigrants? 

I consider that this Territory could receive the whole redundant Population 
of Great Britain for a Century to come. 

2486. Having spoken of a particular Instance, namely, the Emigrants that were 
introduced by yourself in the Year 1831, and of the Progress of those Emigrants, 
and their Success, can you illustrate the same State of Progress by any other 
pariicnlar Cases that have come within your own Observation ? 

I could give numerous Instances of the Kind. I recollect, for example, the 
Case of a Scotch Higlilander, who when he arived in the Colony was the liired 
Servant for several Years of a Colonial Proprietor. I recollect his coming to 
me once to get a Petition for Land signed. He was driving a Bullock Dray, which 
he left in front of the House, and came round to my Kitchen with his Petition. 
This Person, after liaving been a few Years a hired Servant, his Wife taking 
charge of the Dairy while he managed the Farming Pursuits and attended to the 
Stock, settled upon Land of his own with his Earnings saved in the meantime, 
and after being settled on that Land for Eight Years he came with his Eamily to 
Sydney to get Four of his Children baptized, for he had been 200 Miles Rom 
Sydney in the Bush, as it is called, all the Time, and he came dosvn on that 
Occasion in his own Curricle and Pair, Two^beautiful Black Horses handsomely 
caparisoned. 

(46.IS.) Ii 24Sy. How 



V. J. D. Lung, 
D.D. 

t June IS-l'S. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




240 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



fikv . ./. I). Lanf], 
D.D. ' 

h: June ISrS. 



2-l'S7. How long was it afier lie arrived in the Colony that he settled on his 
own Land? 

He may Iiave been X'onr or Five Years a Scnauit. 

2188. Ill what District did that occur ? 

In the Soiithens Portion of the Middle District. 



2489. Have you known similar Instances in the Port Phillip District? 

Many similar. One Instance of the Kind came under my Observation rather 
remarkably. On my last Visit to Port Phillij), in February ISfC, a reputable 
Scotch Highlander came up from his Farm, about Six Mile.s distant from 
Melbourne, on hearing that I was coming to England, to request me to use 
any Influence I might have at lionie to induce as many of liis poor unfortunate 
(,'omitrvman as I could to emigrute to the Colony. He related to me the 
Paiticiilars of his own History, us a Specimen of what could be eflected in the 
Colony, and left me to judge whether it was not a fair Specimen of the Capa- 
bilities of the Country for Ihnigranls generally, lie was a Native of the Western 
Higiilamls, and having no Means of Subsistence for bis increasing Family, lie 
had gone with them to endeavour to earn a Livelihood in any way in the Town 
of Greenock, where he had been employed, jirecariously enough, for Six Years; 
as a common Porter on the Streets. The 1-IighUindcr.s generally are not taught 
any Trade, and they have consequently no liesouree but that of unskilled 
Labour in a menial Capacity when they migraie to liie Lo'.vkmds. He had 
a Wife and Ten Children, the eldest under Twenty Years of Age, and in the 
Year 1S40, in virtue of an .A.rrangemeut wliicli the GoveriinieiU of the Period 
were induced to make at mv Suggestion in iho Year 1837, when there was much 
Destitution in the FJighiaiuis of Scotland, he got a free Passage out to Australia 
for liimself and Family, as One of a Number of iiigliland Emigrants that were 
carried out at fhat Period at the Expense of the Land Fund of New' Soutli Wales. 
He landed with scarcely a Fartliiug. I believe indeed he Imd a few Shillings 
which lie liad earned on the Way oat by some Service he had rendered to One 
of the Cabin Passengers on board Ship. He landed at Melbourne either late 
ill the Year ISfO or early in 1811, and hired himself as a Stonemason’s 
Labourer, and those of his Children that wore able to work in any way wore 
hired out to any Person that would employ them. With the first Earnings of the 
Family (they seem to have had a common Purse) they purchased a Cow, w'bich, 
as Cattle were at that Time very dear in tlie Port Phillip District, cost them 
12/. Thev added another and another as they could, and the Mother of the 
Children e.stablished a Dairy, and by constant Additions to their Pierd by Pur- 
duisc as well as by the natural Increase, they had accunmlatcd a Herd, in tlie 
course of Five Years, at the Period when I saw them in February 1810, of 
not fewer than 40U Head of all Ages. 1 saw Two of the elder Sons 
of tlie I'amily myself going in charge of this large Herd to a Station tiiey had 
just trdten up on the Banks of the JUiirray River about 200 Miles from 
Melbourne. They were then no longer allowed, as they had been previously 
in the Infancy of the Settlement, to graze their large Herd in the Neigh- 
bourhood of the principal Town in the District, and tlicy had consequently 
to go into the Interior like other Squatters, where for 10/. a Year thev -would 
have a Government Licence to occupy a Portion of Waste Land sufficient to 
graze their increasing Pierd. They would ]irc)bably get an Extent of Land 
on these Terms almost equal to an English County, to roam over witli their 
Cattle. In the meantime the Father of this Family had purchased Forty-two 
Acres of Land within Six Miles of the Town of Melbourne at 7/. an Acre. 
All English Gentleman of considerable Capital had, in virtue of a temporary 
Arrangement of the Colonial Office, ]nirchased a large Block of 5,000 Acre.s in 
that Locality at the minimum Price of 1/. an Acre, and he sold it out again to 
such Purchasers as the Highlander in small P’unns at 7 /. an Acre; at least as 
much of it as lie could dispose of in that Way. The Highlander liad cleared 
the whole of tliis Land at the Period of my Visit (for I went to see his Place 
myself), hud fenceil it all off -witli Post and Rail Fences, and iiad cropped it, 
and was reaping Crops of Wlieat of Thirty Bushels an Acre from it, although 
the Soil appeared to be rather light. He had erected a Brick House upon 
it ; he had a large Stack of Wheat in his Farmyard, and another of Oaten 
Flay; Oats are used as Hay for Horses in Towns in the Colony; and he 
considered himself worth, when I saw iiim, at least 1,1DU/. 

® 2490. Do 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON COLONIZATION FROM IRELAND. 



CMl 

2't90. Do you tliink that tliosc Cases, though shigle Cases, mav be taken as 
Expoucnts ofa generally improving Comlition on the Part ofall tho’sc Einiurants 
who by Industry and Character deserve to meet a similar Howard ? 

Um]uestionably. I was told particularly, on meiilioning this Case, whidi I 
did to several of the most respectable Inhabilanis of Port Phillip durim/ niv 
Stay, that it was by no means an exaggerated 8])ecimcn of the Class to wliich 
the Highlander belongcil, and that there were many other Cases in the District 
still more favourable. 

Q-IOl. You liave spoken of a Case in I’ort Phillip, in wliich Land which had 
been ongimilly bought at H. an Acre was afterwards sold to a flighland Settlci- 
at //. ; has theie been, within your Knowledge, a very considerable Augmen- 
tation in the Value of Land generally ? 

Yes. That is the uniform Course of Things in the Colony. Whenever a 
Stream of Population sets in to a District the Land acquires great additional 
Value immediately, and continues to rise in proportion as Population sots in to 
that District. 

^ 2-l<92. 1 lactically then an increased Population becomes a Source ofimproved 
Value to tlie Laud, and th.ercby adds to the Revenue of the Colony itself? 
Unquestionably* ; this is the iicver-faiiing Result of Immigration. 

^-^493. At the same Time must it not tend to make Instances like tliat which 
you have spoken of gradually rare, in consequence of the increasim-' Difficulty 
of obtaining Laud to settle upon ? o j 

By no menus. I'here is a boundless Extent of Land in tlie Country, and I 
conceive that Tliou.sands and Tens of Thousands of Eainiiies could be settled 
on I'Yrms of the same Extent as that of the Higldander, or of considerably 
greater Extent, at 1/. an Acre, at the present Moment, and that such Families 
•woiikl have even a better Prospect than lie hud in 1840. For example, they 
would be able to purchase their Dairy Cows at a much cheajicr Rate than the 
Higlilander’s cost him at that Time. 

_2494. But as the Influx of Population raises the Value of Land in that 
IS’eighboarhood it would become proportionably more difficult to obtain Land? 

It only raises its 'V’aliie in the particular Locality to wliich the Population 
hows. The Ilighlander’.s Farm was within Six Miles of the urincinal Town of 
the District. ‘ 

2495- Docs not the high Price of Labour to which an inadequate Supply of 
Labour must inevitably lead diminish the Profits of Cultivation to a Decree 
that might make cheap Land less advantageous to the Holder tiian dear Land 
if he had a better .Supply of Labour? 

Quite so. But the Class of Agriculturists in New South Wales consists 
almost exclusively of Persons who cultivate the Land by their own Labour. 
The pastoral Portion of the Population consists of a superior or higher Class in 
the social Scale. ® 

2496. Does not tlie Want of Labour diminish tlie Value of Land for 
Investment ? 

Unquestionably. 

2497- Taking it as illustrated by the State of tlie Value of Stock, hai^e you 
any Doubt that the Value of Stock as well as the Value of Land would rise 
considerably in Australia if there was an abundant Supply of Labour ? 

There is no Doubt of it. 

2498. Is not that illustrated by the present Practice of boiling down Sheep 
rather than keeping them, from the "Want of Shepherds ? 

Quite so. If there were such an Influx of labouring Population as the 
Colony'^ would require, the Flocks would be extended, and many additional 
pastoral Establishments would be formed, which is at present impracticable. 

2499- Have you been at all cognizant of any other extensive Emigrations 
besides the Occasion which you spoke of wlien you took out a Number of 
Emigrants ? 

Yes. I have been a very attentive Observer of the Progress of Immigration 
from its first Coraraencement. It originated, or rather commenced, m the 
Importation which I have described. 

(46.13.) I i 2 2500. That 
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2500. That Importation consisted entirely of Scotch xYrtificers ? 

Yes. 

2501. Have you had any personal Knowledge of Cases where there h^ been 
a considerable Number of Immigrants of the agricultural or pastoral Classes 
introduced? 

Yes 5 all along since the first Importation took place. 

2502. Speaking of some of the later Instances of that Kind, can you describe 

to the Committee the precise Circumstances under which those Immigrants 
arrived and were disposed of in the Colony? * • » 

When an Einigi'ant Ship arrives, the Settlers that are aware of her_ Arrival 
0-0 on board, and hire the Emigrants either for pastoral or for agncultiiral 
Operations, as they may require their Services, and take them into the Interior. 
TJiere is an Indisposition on the Fart of a large l^ortion of the Einigrai^.s tliat 
come out to us to go into the Interior ; they prefer lying about the Towns. 
That is the Case to a considerable Extent with the Emigrants from the South 
of Ireland. They are a more gregarious People than Emigrants from other 1 arts 
of the United Kingdom. They wish to keep close together. I was particulaily 
struck with the following Remark on that Subject which occurs in a Memonal 
to Lord John Russell, which I believe originated with Mr. Godley, and is 
published among the Documents appended to yonr Lordships Report. It 
illu-strates the Character of the Irish Portion ot the Immigration exactly, as far 
as mv own Experience is concerned, in New South Wales. “ It is a curious but 
“ iuSisputable Tact,” the Memorial states, “that the Irish, who at home have 
“ a passionate Desire for the Occupation of LaiiLl, do not, speaking generally, 
“ settle upon Land when they emigrate to America. I or the luo.st part, on 
“ the contrary, they reside in or near Towns, and follow Occupations not 
“ agricultural. Their Position in the social System of America is very 'puch 
“ like that of the Irish labouvuig Class who inhabit London or Lancashire.” 
Referring this Peculiarity to their habitual Dependence on their Priesthood, and 
their Desire for the Observances of tbeir Religion, it is added, “ In Canada 
“ the religious Obstacle to scattered Settlement by the Irish is as effectual as 
“ in the United States ; tlie gregarious Disposition of Irish Immigrants is the 
“ same, and Settlement in Bodies is impeded by similar Wants and Incapacities. 
We find the Scotch Highlanders in the Colony much more willing to go into 
the Interior, and to conform to the solitary Life of the Colonial Shepherds, than 
the Generality of the Irish Immigrants, from the Circumstance of their being a 
pastoral People in a great measure, and from their being accustomed to a 
solitary Life at home ; and that Circumstance has not been sufficiently taken 
into account in the Emigration of past Times with respect to a large Propor- 
tion of the Emigrants that have come out to us. 

250S. What is the Case with the English Emigrants, who would not be 
generally accustomed to pastoral Pursuits ; have you found them indisposed to 
go into the Interior? ' 

No. They are very w’illing to go into the Interior, especially when they are 
to be employed in agricultural rather than pastoral Labour. 

2504. Therefore it does not entirely depend upon their being accustomed to 
pastoral Pursuits at home ? 

Not entirely, although it does to a considerable Extent. The English 
Labourers are not so gregarious ; they are not so disposed to settle in Bodies 
as the Southern Irish are. But it is generally found that the Scotch High- 
iaiiders are the most willing to conform to the pastoral Pursuits of the Colony ; 
and the obvious Explanation of this Fact is, that they are a pastoral People at 
home. Whenever the Emigrants have come from pastoral Districts we have 
found them more willing to conform to the Peculiarities of the pastoral Life of 
the Colony. It is a frequent Remark of Emigrants of a different Class in the 
Colony, “ We would rather be banished than go a shepherding.” It is by no 
means an inviting sort of Life to those who have not been accustomed to it. 

2505. Has not the general Desire on the Part of the Colony to acquire 
additional Labour been manifested lately, by a Desire to obtain Labour even at 
the Hazard of the Introduction of semi-barbarous People? 

It has. 

5206. Was 
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2506. Was not there, at a Meeting of the Legislative Couiidi of the 18th of J^eu.J.D.Lung, 
May 1847, a Proposition made, “That it be an Instruction to the Committee 
“ on Immigration to inquire, First, Whether it would be desirable that Asiatic i-tii'nTlsAn 
“ or South Sea Island Labour should be imported into this Colony; and, if it 
“ should be considered desirable, Second, Whether it would be expedient that 
“ a Tax slioukl be imposed on all Employers of Labour, to raise Funds for that 
Purpose, and what would be tlie best Means of effecdug that Object ? ” 

Yes, there was. 

2507- Did not tliat Proposition receive the Support of Seven Members of 
the Coimcil, including the Name of Mr. Wentwortlj, a very leading Man ? 

It did. 



2508. Can you conceive of any Evidence stronger than is contained in that 
F'act of the Want of Labour wliich is now felt in Australia, and of the Desire 
to supjily that Want of Labour even at any Risk or Sacrifice ? 

Certainly not. 

2509- Do you believe that tlie Importation of semi-savage Labour would be 
productive of Evil to the essential mid permanent Interests of the Colony ? 

Unquestionably. 

2510. It is further stated in the Report, that that Supply of Labour may, 
however, be forced upon the Attention of the Colony, if a Supply of better 
Labour is not found. The AYords are as follow.s : “However undesirable it 
“ may be, even as affecting the Colonists themselves, to engraft upon the Popii- 
“ lation of tlie Colony au alien and barbarous Race, their Exigencies are sucIj, 
“ that, with Ruin on the one hand from the Deficiency of Labour, and all the 
“ Evils arising from the Importation of Poijmesian Barbarian.^ on the other, 
‘‘ the latter Alternative must be nevertheless partially at least resorted to.” 
Do you consider that such a Settlement of uncivilized Men is a Danger that 
ought to be averted by the State and by the Colonial Government ? 

Unquestionably ; more especially when weiiavc a redundant and unemployed 
Population at home. 

2511. Is there any Mode of averting it that will be so certain, or is there any 
other Mode that can be relied upon, except sending to the Colony a Supply of 
European Labour? 

There is another Course tliat has been recommended in the Colony ; but I 
think it is almost equally objectionable with that of tlie Introduction of South 
Sea Islanders. It is that of introducing Coolies or China Men. I tliink any 
Measure of this Kind exceedingly undesirable. 

2512. Has not there been some Effort already made on the Part of some 
Individuals in the Colony to introduce semi-barbarous Labour? 

Mr. Benjamin Boyd, an extensive Colonial Proprietor, has actually introduced 
into the Colony during the past Year upwards of Fifty South Sea Islanders 
fi'om the Island of Tanna, one of the New Hebrides Group. 

2513. Can you state what was the Result of that Experiment ? 

As far as I have seen Allusions to it in the Colonial Papers, it appeared to 
have proved a Failure. 

2514. You know nothing of it of v'our own Knowledge ? 

They had not arrived until after I left the Colony. 

2515. But even supposing that the Experiment had been or could be 
economically successful, do not you consider that the moral and social evil 
Consequences of such a Proceeding, leading inevitably to the Introduction and 
Perpetuation of Castes of inferior Races as contrasted with Europeans, would 
be such as to render economical Profit of no relative Importance ? 

Decidedly j it would produce One of the greatest social Evils imaginable to 
allow an inferior Race to arise in the Colony. 

2516. Do you think that amongst the Consequences of such a System there 
would be a very considerable Loss to the Mother Country, by having in the 
Colony a barbarous Population, independent, to a considerableExtent, of civilized 
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Country ? 

I' t Iune~isi8 Unqucsllouably. At present we are the best Customers for British Produce 
and Manufactures that Great Britain has beyond Seas. 

2517 . In tliose Instances of Emigration from England of whicli you have 
spoken, were there any Instances with wliicii you were acquainted where the 
Emigrants were disposed of immediately upon their Arrival without Difficulty ? 

In ordiiuiry Times they were. Tiiat indeed has been the general Rule. 
The only Exception was during the Period to wJiich Reference has been made, 
when the whole System of the Colony was deranged by enormous Speculation. 

251S. What is the largest Number that you arc acquainted witli as having 
arrived at any One Time ? 

During the Eighteen Months that elapsed from the 1st of January 1841 to 
the SOth of June 1842 upwards of 25,000 arrived. 

2519- What was the largest Number that you can speak to as having arrived 
at any One Time ? 

We have liad Tliree Ships witli Emigrants on board in the Harbour of 
Sydney at One Time. 

2520. Containing about what Number ? 

About 400 Souls, young and old, in each. We have had upwards of 1,000 
Emigrants in the Harbour at One Time. 

2521. All Interval must of course occur between the Arrival of a Ship and 
the individual Allocation of the Emigrants so brought. How are the Emi- 
grants pro\'ided for during that Time ? 

Tiie Ship is hound to maintain tliera on board for Ten Days after their 
Arrival j but in ordinary Seasons they are disposed of within Twenty-four Hours 
after the Ship is open to receive Applications. I have known Cases of large 
Ships cleared out in a single Day. 

2522. Is that in consequence of previous Applications lodged with the 
Government or with the Authorities to that Effect, or is it in consequence of 
any Notice given of the Arrival of the Ship? 

A Notice is given upon the Arrival of the Slup, which is published in the 
daily Press of the Colony, and immediately all those who want Labour, as it is 
technically called, go on board, and hire the Emigrants them.selves. They make 
the best Bargains they can, and. select tlic most eligible People. 

2523. Have not there been considerable Inconveniences, more especially in 
relation to the hiring of young Female Servants, from those Hirings onboard 
the Ships? 

There have. 

2524. Do not you think that such Danger ought to be guarded against, and 
more efficient Protection given to young Women going out to the Colony, so as 
to ensure that the Arrangements made shall be such as are conducive to their 
Interests and Well-being ? 

Latterly there has been much more Attention paid to the Case of such young 
Women than formerly, and Care is taken that they shall be hired only to fit 
and proper Persons. There is an Officer in the Colony specially appointed for 
that Duty ; the Emigration Agent. 

2525. With respect to the large Emigration in the Years to which you have 
referred, that was an Emigration under the Bounty System ? 

Yes, almost exclusively. 

2526. Under the Bounty System of Emigration the Selection was vested 
entirely in the Shipowner ? 

Entirely, subject, however, to the Approval of the local Government on the 
Arrival of the Emigrants. 

2527 . Do not you conceive that that was a System open to considerable 
Objection ? 

It is the worst System imaginable. It has led to the greatest Abuses. 

252S. Do 
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•^8. Do not you consider that, m justice to the Colony, if the Funds of 
the Colony are contributed, either wholly or in part, to the Expense of the Emi- 
gration, there should be such a System provided as will ensure a fair moral 
Selection of Parties sent out ? 

Unquestionably. I do not think, however, that that Obicct can be pronerlv 
secured without having the Selection entrusted to Persons' in the Confidence of 
the Colony. 

2529. Speaking of the Want ofLabour which at present prevails, how do you 
consider it acts in relation to the Investment of Capital in the Colony ? 

It is a complete Bar to the Investment of Capital in many respects. 

2530. In what respects ? 

It prevents the Occupation of Land for agricultural Purposes. The Co.st of 
Labour is too great to allow of a Profit upon it in that Way. 

2531. Lven for pastoral Purposes lias it not the same Tendency ? 
Unque-stionably ; it prevents the Extension of Flocks and Herds. The Pro- 
prietors of Stock are obliged at jiresent, from their Inability to form new 
Flocks, to boil down the surplus Animals to an enormous Extent. 

_ 2532. Is not that, practically speaking, the Conversion of what might be con- 
sidered Income into Capital ? 

it is. It is a great Waste ; and it is doubtless a very melancholy Circum- 
.stauce that there should Iiave been such Waste a.s has actually taken place in 
this Way, and is still taking place at this Moment, of valuable Food for Man, at 
one Extremity of the Empire, when there is such Starvation from the Want of 
It at the other. 

2533. Then to those who measure the Well-being of a Population by the 
Projiortion which exists between the Capital of the Country capable of being 
productively employed and the Amount of Labour seeking Employment the 
Introduction of Labour into a Colony like Australia will be, on this Ilypothesis, 
the bc.st Means of augmenting the Amount and the Productiveness of the 
Capital likewise ? 

Decidedly. May I be allowed to make an explanatory Remark in reference 
to that Point? I think it is very much left out of Sight in this Country, in 
talking of the due Proportion between Labour and Capital in reference to 
Emigration, that we have a Source for the Production of Capital in our Flocks 
and Herds in Australia that does not exist in any other Colonial Dependency. 
We should be able, by a very little Management, at the present Moment, and 
without a Sixpence of additional Capital from the Mother Country, to get 
50,000 of the labouring Population of this Country, although witliout One 
Farthing in their Pockets on their Arrival, distributed over the Territory and 
furnished with remunerative Employment, if the Emigrant Ships were sent to 
the different Ports at which the Emigrants could be received along the Coast. 

SJS-L Independently of the Capital yon have just described as existing in 
Flocks and Herds, may not the fertile Land, now unproductive for Want of 
Hands, by becoming productive upon an additional Supply of Labour being 
introduced, be considered as Capital created in the Colony ? 

Decidedly so. 

25S5._And you believe that the Opportunity for that Creation of Wealth 
exists within the Colony to an almost unlimited Extent ? 

To a boundless Extent. 

25Sf>. You have described the Effects of the present Want of Labour as very 
prejudicial to the Interests of the Capitalists. How does it act upon the 
Interests of the Labourers themselves ? Do the very high Wages which they 
receive in the present State of the Labour Market contribute to their real Well- 
being or to their permanent Interests ? 

Decidedly not. A large Proportion of the agricultural Labourers and Shep- 
herds at present throughout the Colony consists of unmarried hfen. Many of 
them have been Convicts, who have acquired their Freedom by Service, and 
when those Men get high Wages they almost uniformly spend them in Dissi- 
pation. In a few Days they spend the Produce of One or Two Years Labour. 

(■16.13.) I i 4 SjSy. Abstracting 
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Bcv. J. n. Lawj, 2537. Abstracting altogether the Question of Convict Labour, which may be 
D-D. considered as a disturbing Force and ajipiying the Question to the free Labom 
1 I — 'iK.iR which has been imported into the Country through the Emigration System, do 

' ' you consider, taking tlie domestic Servants, that the high Rate of Wages at which 

their Services are now purchased is really useful to them, and advantageous to 
their permanent Welfare ? 

Decidedly not. 

2538. Will you describe liow it operates ? ^ i -i • 

It makes them too much their own Masters. It prevents them from exhibit- 
ing that Degree of Deference and Submission wliich is proper for a Person m n 
dependent Situation towards his Employer. It makes them careless about their 
Master’s Interest, and indifferent as to their own personal Character, as they 
know that they can get as good Wages, if not better, from any Person else, and 
tliat it docs not depend upon their Character for Steadiness, or even for Inte- 
grity, whether they are to obtain Employment or not. 

25SQ. You are acquainted witli Mr. M'Arlhur ? 

I am. 

25 iO. He is a Gentleman of great Intelligence and Respectability? 

Certainly of the highest Standing in the Colony. 

2541. He states that the Effect of those extravagant Rates_ of Wages upon 
the moral Character of tlic labouring Classes is regarded as injurious to the 
latter, as “ creating an Indifference to the Opinion of their Masters, and in 
“ many Instances, from the facility in obtaining large Sums of Money, creating 
“ (lissoliire and extravagant Habits and headd.s “ the jiresent System of exor- 
“ bitant Wages is disadvantageous, by compelling Employers to pass over Acts 
“ of Insubordination and Misconduct which ought to be punished, but which 
“ the Masters fee! they really cannot deal with, from the Difficulty of replacing 
“ llieir Servants with others ; that in fact the natural Order of Society is rc- 
“ versed ; the Servant becomes the Master, and the Master may be said to be a 
“ Slave.” Does that consist with your own Observation and Experience, and 
your own Opinion ? 

Entirely so. The peculiarly melancholy Feature of the Case is this, that the 
Masters in the Colony are really not interested in promoting the moral Welfare 
of their Servants under the present Scarcity of Labour, but the very reverse. 
It is not to the Interest of the Master that the Servant should save his Earnings, 
and expend them for his own Settlement in the Colony on a small Farm. 
That ought to he the Order of Things, and would unquestionably be so 
with a gradual Influx of Population of the labouring Clas.ses from the Mother 
Country; hut it is not ; for the Interest of the Master is decidedly against 
it. In that Case he would lose a valuable Servant, who would perhaps be a 
Competitor with himself in the Labour Market; and he therefore winks at 
and perhaps indirectly encourages the dissipated Habits of his Servant, who 
expends the whole of his Earnings in a Public House at the Close of his 
Engagement. I have heard Colonial Proprietors expressing their Gratifica- 
tion again and again at the Fact of their Shepherds or other Iiired Servants 
spending their Earnings, perhaps 40/. or 50/. at a Time, in the Public House ; 
for they knew that tlie Men would in all such Cases be ready to hire themselves 
again on the same Terms as before. 

2542. Is there a great Disproportion between the Sexes in New South 
Wales ? 

There is still a Disproportion, I cannot from Memory state the exact 
Disproportion at the present Moment, which will be found in the Population 
Returns for the Year 1846, published in the Appendix to your Lordships 
Report of last Year ; but it has been diminishing for the last Ten Years at a 
very rapid Rate. There is still, however, a vast Field for the Employment of 
reputable young Women in the Capacity of domestic Servants. 

2543. And an advantageous Prospect of a comfortable Settlement in Life as 
Wives ? 

Exceedingly so- 

2544. You 
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2o41, Yon think it would not do to import any large Amount of Male 
Population without a proportionate Number of Women ? 

By no means. It has been uniformly objected to by the Friends of the 
Colony to have a Disproportion of the Sexes introduced. If possible, we 
would prefer having an additional Number of young Women, if they could 
come out under proper Protection. 

23d'5. Should you prefer, on the whole, the Emigration of small Families, 
pi'ovided they were not accompanied hy a disproportionate Number, either too 
old or too young to provide for their own Subsistence ; is it not important to 
continue the Family Tie as a Means of moral Influence ? 

Decidedly so ; the Emigration of such Families is llie best Species of 
Emigration we can have. 

2546. Can you inform the Committee wlietlier, in 3 '-our Judgment, the present 
Sj’stem of the Management of Land Sales in any degree impedes or throws 
Difficulties in the Way of European Emigration ? 

My own Opinion is, that the Lands in the Colony that are available for the 
Settlement of an agricultural Population ouglit not to be exposed for Sale at 
a lower Rate than the present mininuitn Price. Lands within reach of navin-able 
Water, or Lands in such a Situation as the extensive Plains which I have 
de.scribed in Port Phillip, where a Tramroad could bring a vast Extent of 
Countiy into the Neighbourhood of a Market, — such Lands, I tliink, are worth 
at least IL an Acre, and if by any Means they can be rapidly settled they will 
soon be worth Four Times that Amount ; but Land that is available merely 
for pastoral Purposes, for Sheep and Cattle Grazing, is much too highly rated 
when valued at ll. an Acre, and I am strongly of opinion that the minimum 
Price for such Land ought not to be higher than 3s. an Acre. I have a Copy 
of a Report of a Committee of the Legislative Council on the minimum Upset 
Price of Land, which I beg to deliver in to the Committee. 

[The same is delivered in accordingly.] 

2547 . What, in your Judgment, has been the Effect of putting upon Land 
of the latter Description so higli a Price as the Minimum of II. ; bow has it 
acted upon the Squatting System ? 

It has certainly prevented the Purchase of Laud for some Time past, althougli 
1 do not think that the high minimum Price was in any degree the Cause of 
the Diminution of the Land Fund, or rather of its entire Exhaustion, a few 
Years ago, for that arose from the Reverses that tiie Colony had experienced 
generally from enormous Speculation and from general Mismanagement. But 
the Existence of that minimum Price has latterly prevented Squatters from 
purchasing Land at all. There has been almost none purchased within the 
last few Years. 

2.548. Has not that acted to a certain Extent as a Bounty in favour of 
Squatting, and against actual Settlement ? 

It has unquestionably. 

2549 . What Effect has been produced already upon the Squatting System 
on the one hand, and the System of actual Settlement on the other, with 
reference to the future Interests of the Colony, by the Right of Pre-emption of 
Land which is given to Squatters? 

I consider that the Act establishing Rights of Pre-emption over the whole 
Territory in favour of the actual Squatters has been a very injudicious 
Measure on the Part of the Government, and One that has been adopted 
without a proper Consideration of the Interests involved in the Case. Although 
the Rights of Pre-emption may not he taken advantage of in many Instances 
by actual Squatters, yet their very Existence will prevent Persons who would 
otherwise go into the Market and purchase Land from endeavouring to do so, 
under the Idea that those Rights of Pre-emption would somehow stand in their 
Way, and create insurmountable Difficulties for them. 

2550. Has not there been some Reserve made ; have not Lands which from- 
tlieir peculiar Situation give a Promise of future Development of Value been 

(46. IS.) K k excepted 
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Ifee. J. D. Lang, oxceptcJ fi'om tlic Riglits of Pre-emption, as, for instance, tlie >Sites of possible 
Towns or the Banks of navigable Rivers ? 

ifi Jimf 184 H. Sites of Towns there have been Reservations made, but the 

Reservations generally are very inadequate and insignificant. On my Arrival in 

tliis Country from the Colony in December I84fi, on liearing that the Squatting 
Act iiad passed, and that it was to be subjected to the Operation of certain 
Onlcrs in Council that would modify it considerably, I addressed a Letter to 
Earl Grey, recommending that a Reservation should be made of Seven 
Miles on each Side of any Tramroad or Railway tliat might be constructed, 
witli the Sanction of the Legislature, in tlie Colony, for the Development of its 
agricultural Resources, and the Settlement of an agricultural Population; and 
I pointed out the Case of that extensive Plain which I have mentioned in 
Port Piiiliip as one particularly in point, wliere a Tramroad along the Centre 
of the Plain would throw open a vast Extent of Land for the immediate 
Settlement of an agricultural Population. Unfortunately, however, the Com- 
missioners of Land and Emigration, to whom the Matter w'as referred, diil not 
sec tile vast Importance of the Measure I liad suggested, and accordingly 
recommended no Reservation of the Kind in the Orders in Council, and tiie 
Consequence is, that at the present Moment there are Parties wlio would 
embark in such an Undertaking, but who arc precluded by the Rigiits of Pre- 
emption which the Act has secured to the Squatters in occupation, and which 
a short Clause, simply reserving from the Operation of the Act tlie Land on 
cither Side of any Tramroad, would have prevented. I also reconnnendetl 
that a similar Space of Seven Miles from any navigable Water should be 
reserved from the Operation of the Act, and I pointed particularly to the 
Rii’ers to the Northward of Sydney, the Clarence and Richmond Rivers, that 
were peculiarly suited for the Settlement of an agricultural Population, as the 
great Desideratum of Colonization, Steam Navigation, was available in tiiat 
District. Instead of adopting the general Principle, however, which I recom- 
mended, of reserving a certain Distance from navigable Water, the Commis- 
sioners took up the Matter in detail, and observing on the Map the Glenelg 
River, which flows into the Southern Ocean at the Botiiuhiry between Port. 
Phillip and South Australia, they recommended, and it was accordingly adopted 
ill tlie Orders in Council, that Two Miles on cacli Side of the Glenelg River 
sliould be reserved, for the Settlement of an agricultural Population, from the 
Operation of the Squatting Act, and the Rights of Pre-emption which it 
created. But the Fact is, that the Glenelg River is quite useless for Naviga- 
tion ; it is not available at its Entrance for the smallest Boat, and the Land on 
either Bank for a long Way up is altogether worthless ; it is a sterile Scrub, 
as it is called in the Colony, iniimproveable by Man ; consequently, that 
Portion of the Orders in Council was quite gratuitous, and can luive no Result. 
Again, in reference to the Richmond River, the Commissioners recommended 
that Two Miles on each Bank of that River for Twenty Miles from its Mouth 
should be reserved for the Settlement of an agricultural Population. Now the 
Fact is, that at Twenty Miles from the Mouth of the Richmond that River 
i.s only about Five Jliles from the Ocean, and the whole of the intervening- 
Country is a mere Mangrove Swamp ; so tiiat this Reservation, wliicli ha° 
been made with so much Formality in favour of the Colony, is utterly worth- 
less, and the whole of that Series of Plains which I\Ir. Commissioner Fry 
describes in such glowing Colours, and which he states as sufficiently extensive 
to receive and afford Employment for the whole redundant Population of 
Britain, i.s virtually granted away, in being subjected to Rights of Pre-emption, 
for it will be very difficult to get the Land relieved from this Incubus. 

2551. Are the Committee to understand that this Reserve of the Rio-ht of 
Pre-emption has,^ in the Cases which you have described, been made In In- 
stances to which it is not ajiplicable, and in which it is entirely unavailing, and 
that it has not been applied in Cases where for tlie public Interest *it is 
peculiarly necessary ? 

Precisely so. 

2552. Have the Squatters generally availed themselves of the Rio-ht of Pi-e 

emption to any Extent ? ® 

Not at all, so far as 1 know ; for tlie Act could not take effect in the Colony 

till 
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till llie present Year. I speak only of its prospective Operation. Cut so hw 
as the present minimum Price is continued the Squatters tell us that there is 
no Hope of the Land being sold at all, and tiiat they have now got the Land, 
and will kee]) it. 

2553. I'hen in point of fact tlic Riglit of Pre-emption has been hitherto a 
dead Letter ? 

Quite .so; but .simply because there has not yet been Time for the Act to 
come into operation, as also beaui.se tlie present Scarcity of Labour in the 
Colony puts a stop in a great measure to 'the Purchase of Land. In the 
meantime, DOW that the 8qiiatters have got the Rigiit of Pre-emption, they arc 
endeavouring to get a Reduction of the minimum Price, that they may exercise 
that Right in buying all the more valuable Lands at 5s. an Acre. 

2.554. And the Dread of Resistance to the Occupation of Land now in the 
Hands of bquatters prevents Persons who would otherwise purchase from 
acquiring such Land ? 

Just so. The Act has created a great practical Difficulty in the Way of 
.small Settlers of the agricultural Class. 

2555. Do you know any Cases in which Purchases have been effected in 
which Resistance has been offered by Squatters to tiie Occupation of Land bv 
the Purchaser ? 

The System is of too recent Introduction for tliat ; it has not come into 
operation as yet ; it is only in process of coming into operation ; but I know 
particular Cases where very powerful Squatters have acquired by this Act 
Rights of Pre-emption in that particular Part of the Country that 1 liavc been 
describing in the Port Phillip District, who would stoutly resist any Attempt 
to dispossess them on tlic Part of Persons of a liumbler Class attempting to 
purchase any Portion of their Runs. 

2556. Yon think that the Apprehension wliicli you have spoken of is well 
founded, that Rc.sistance would be offered by tiie Squatters ? 

Unquestionably. 

2557. Would not the Authorities of the local Government think themselves 
bound, and w'ould not they be strong enough, to secure to the Puvcliascr of 
such Land the undisturbed Possession and Occupation of the Land? 

Provided that the Land was actually purchased, there is no Doubt that llie 
Government would ensure its Occupation, 

255S, As against Squatters? 

Unquestionably. 

2559. They would be able to do that ? 

There is no Doubt of that wherever it was actually purdiased, because if 
would only be purchased in Places near settled Localities, where the Land 
would be of greater Valqe, where it could be applied to agricultural Purposes, 
and where the Government would be strong enough to enforce the Rights of 
the Purchaser. 

2560. You were understood to say that tlie Dread of Resistance on 
the Part of the Squatters prevented Persons wishing to acquire Land from 
purchasing it? 

Not so much tlie Dread of Resistance in the Sense of Violence as in that 
of the Influence and Power of a wealthy Man being brought to bear against 
the Claims of a comparatively poor Man. The Difficulties created by the 
Right of Pre-emption over the Waste Lands are real, and not imaginary. It 
would appear invidious, for example, and would certainly be represented as 
incongruous and unjust, for any Person to attempt to purchase Land over the 
Head of a Squatter having the Riglit of Preremption over it. They are alread}’ 
calling such Land their own, 

2561. Do you consider that this latent Right of Pre-emption wiiich at 
jiresent exists may throw serious Difficulties in the Way of the Kxtension of 
Lines of Communication by RaiKvay ? 

Unquestionably. It would be absolute Madness to embark Capital in the 
(■16.13.) K k 2 Construction 
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Construction of a Railway through a Tract of Country over which a Squatter 
had obtained a Right of Pre-emption. 

5562. Is it not the Pact that those Rights of Pre-emption arc not perpetual, 
and that in the event of their not being exercised within a limited Time by 
the Squatters they cease to exist? 

T believe they are perpetual. The Lease is renewable. 

5563. Renewable for ever ? 

I believe so. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Jlr. STEPHEN HALE MARSH is called in, and examined 
as follows : 

2561. YOU are connected with the Colony of Australia ? 

Yes. 

25f)5. How long have you left it? 

Last September Twelvemonth. 

2500. What has been the principal Object of your Return to England ? 

I have had in view to promote an Object respecting which tlie Colonists 
are extremely anxious, namely, the Introduction of Railways, but which there 
has been considerable Difficulty in carrying out. 

2567. How was that Anxiety on their Part manifested ? 

13y having Meetings, and by getting a Survey of certain Lines. 

2568. What Line was surveyed ? 

There lias been, since I have left, a Line surveyed from Sydney to Goulbum. 

2569. Was that a Line that was felt to be of sufficient Importance to induce 
the Colonial Government to take any Part in tlie Survey ? 

It was. 

2570. How was the Survey effected, by wlrom, and at whose Expense ? 

5^500 the Government gave towards the Survey, and 500/. the Colonists 

subscribed. 

2,571. By whom was it surveyed ? 

It has been surveyed by Mr. Woore. 

2572. What is the Distance ? 

One hundred and twenty Miles. 

2573. Was it in contemplation, or do you conceive that it would he practi- 
*cable, to execute such a Line of Railway upon the English Plan of expensive 
Works and with Iron Rails ? 

Impossible, I think. The Expense would he so great that the Profits could 
not pay for it. 

2.574. How could it be executed in a Maimer tiiat would at once conduce to 
the Benefits of the Traffic without requiring so large an Expenditure? 

With the Permission of the Committee 1 will .state shortly some Ideas that 
occurred to me upon this Matter. The Committee arc aware that since the 
Price of Laud has been raised to 1/. an Acre the Government Sales have fallen 
from 200,000/. in a Year down to about 7,000/. It is universally admitted that 
only by the Introduction of a cheap and economical Railway Communication 
can we take advantage of the vast and magnificent Districts lately discovered 
by my esteemed Friend Dr. Leichardt and Sir Thomas Mitchell, or that many 
valuable Resources of the .settled Part of the Colony (such as the Part now 
contemplated in the Direction of Goulbum) can be made available; such 
Moans of Communication are indispensably necessary, in consequence of 
Australia not having the Advantages of River and Canal Navigation as they 
have in the United States and the Canadas. I am of opinion that the Govern, 
inent of this Country have it in their Power to offer such Inducements for the 
Employment of Capital and Labour and tlie Relief of the Superabundant Popu- 
lation 
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lation of the United Kingdom of every Class; for 1 conceive, and I think it Mr.^.H.3iurg!i. 

will be allowed, that it is not merely the lower Orders, but every Class of 

.Society here which pre.ss upon each other, and require a Field to einidov their 
Energies and various Talents upon. The Plan I have Llie Honour to suggest 
would set at Rest the continual Dissensions relative to the Price of Land. I 
therefore respectfully pro])ose, in order to carry such a desirable Object into 
effect, that Her Majesty’s Government should grant to Individuals Land 
equivalent to the Amoimt of Shares subscribed for by them at the minimum 
Pi'ice per Acre. 

2,57.5- That is 1/. per Acre ? 

Yes. Means would thus be readily obtained for the conlimiai Formation of 
Railroads in Australia. It is only by combining the two Interests, namely, the 
Possession of Land with Facility of Communication, that the former can be 
desirable or the latter, even to any Extent, carried hto eticct. These combined 
Interests would offer very great Inducements to Thousands of small Capitalists, 
and to the middle and upper Classes of Society here, by affording the Means 
of acquiring by easy Instalments Landed Property. Allow me to observe the 
great Difficulty of purchasing Land there ; you can only purcha.se GtO Acres, 
or a Square Milo, and it is not every Man that has the Means of patting down 
f)iO^. at once. By these Means the Calls would come at certain Seasons. 

Persons would easily be able to put by Funds to obtain this Possession. Tiiey 
would thus acquii'e Property to which tiiey may eventually either retire them’- 
selves, or upon which they may settle some Part of their Family or Friemhs, 
thus causing a large Emigration of Persons accustomed to the Elegances of 
civilized Life, and consequently removing the great Objection wliich many 
at present have to a Residence in the Colony from the Absence of that Kind 
of Society of which they have been Participators in this Part of the World. 

It would open such an extensive Field for the Emigration of a moral, virtuous, 
and indu.strious Class of Persons, who can have no Prospect of ever beim*' 

Posse.ssors of Land in this Country (the acquiring of which is so universally 
attractive), that such an Emigration would shortly entirely extinguish in New 
South Wales all Remnants of its present penal Character. Taking a very 
circumscribed View of it, and assuming tlie Advantages of a Railway to be 
felt only within Twenty Square Miles on either Side, a Line of One hundred 
Miles in Length would benefit 2 ,.-j 60,00D Acres ; so that supposing it would be 
)iccessary to grant 560,000 Acres for the Purposes of forming the Railway, 
tliere would remain for the Government 2,000,000 of Acres, contiguous to the 
Railroad, made available, desirable, and valuable for ail agricultural Purpo.ses, 
which would soon command a Demand for it at the Minimum if not at an 
advanced Price from Parties having small Portions through their Railway Invest- 
ments. Every Man that has tins Year JOO Acres of Land finds in Two Years 
his Stock so much increased that he is desirous of getting the Portion behind 
him, or near him, to add to that. 

2576. Supposing 500,000 Acres w’ere required for the Railway Company, 
and 2,000,000 of Acres remained in possession of the Government, you conceive 
that the Enhancement of Value that would be given by reason of the Con- 
struction of the Railway to the 2,000,000 of Acres belonging to the Govern- 
ment would repay the Government fully for the Grant of the 500,000 Acres ? 

It would more than repay the Government for having granted that Amount 
of Land. 

2577. How would this Plan operate in promoting Emigration beyond the 
Extent to which Persons who would tlius acquii'e Land in proportion to their 
Contribution to the Railway might become Emigrants? 

We should be obliged to invest a great Portion of the Capital raised in 
sending out Labourers. It is a serious Question what is to become of the 
Railway Labourers in this Country ; as the present Railway Works cease they 
will become a dangerous Class of Persons to be unprovided for. 

2578. Do you think that the Company wlio might engage in forming this 
Line of Railway which you. suggest would, for their own Interest, find it 
necessary, to introduce an additional Amount of Labour into the Colony in 
order to execute the Work ?• 

That would be quite indispensable. 

(46a 3.) K k. a 2579.- Will 
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2579 . Will you describe liow siicb a Railway could be made upon such 
cheap Terms as would make it productive; as you have stated tiiat if made 
upon the European Plan it would not afford a lleturn for the Capital ? 

ForUinutcly I have met with Mr. Prosser’s Principle of Wooden Railways, 
which appears to me pcciiliai'ly ap|ilicable to that Colony, from the Pact, which 
he .states, of its being po.s,sible to carry it out with such a diminished Amount 
of Expense, tiuit 1 consider that nothing could be more desirable. 'Phe Wood 

1. s there for the cutting of it. 

2,jS 0. Have there been any Experiments tried with respect to the Quality 
of the Wood, to enable you to slate llnit the ^Vood is susceptible of Ap}>lication 
to the ]M'oposed Purpose ? 

I consider that from tlic great Hardness of the Wood In that Country, ami 
from it having answered .so well for such Piirjioses a.s he states to be the Case, 
there can be 110 Doubt of its Success. In travelling to my own Place of 
Residence 1 was frequently annoyed from tlie bad State of the Road.s. There 
.ire sometimes the Remains of Trees in the Road ; and when heavy Drays and 
^Vaggons have gone over those .Places, I have observed that they have con- 
tinually taken advantage of those Pieces of Wood to get over the difficult 
Parts and that Wood has never worn off at all, while the Roads in every 
Direction round it have been in great Ruts. That gave me the Idea that in 
the Colony a Wooden Railway would be most desirable. 

■2oSl. Have they ever tried in Australia to execute the Species of Roads 
which in America are called Corduroy Roads, with Timber? 

I have never seen them. 

Supposing the Railway executed there, have you any Distrust of the 
Quality of the Coal, or of the Price at which it could be had ? 

There is most excellent Coal to be had at Newcastle for 7^'. a Ton. 

2.583. Has it been used, within your Knowledge, for Steam Engine Purposes ? 

It is used for Steam Packets. The Agricultural Company have a Monopoly 
of the Coal, but there is unquestionably Coal in every Direction ; it might be 
iuid much nearer than that; but I believe they have some Privilege of 
Monopoly, by which they have the exclusive Right of supplying Coal to 
the Colony. 

25S4. Have y.ou laid this Plan before the Colonial Office here ? 

I have. 

2585. Has there been any Decision communicated to you upon the Subject 
as yet? 

M'e are waiting now for the Result of the last Communication. 

2.580. You have not acted merely for yourself in this Matter, but you Iiave 
considered yourself as acting on behalf of Persons interested in the Colony ? 

Yes; I felt interested in it as a Matter, not only for the Renefit of the 
Colony, but for the Benefit of Thousands of my fellow Creatures in this Country, 
who would then have the Means of providing for themselves and their Families, 
wliich they cannot possibly expect to obtain in any other Wav. 

2587. How long did you reside in the Colony? 

Nearly Five Years. 

2588. Is there a very general Desire on the Part of the Colonists to obtain a 
very extended Supply of Labour from Europe ? 

1 iiere is ; indeed it is the most important Thing that can possibly be done. 

2589. Is it a Point upon which there is a Difference of Opinion, or is it a 
Point upon which all are agreed? 

All are agreed about it. I never heard of any Difference of Opinion. 

2590 . What is your Opinion with respect to the Power of the Colony of 
absorbing a considerable Number of European Labourers and Emigrants ? 

I think the Colony could at present absorb from Twenty to Thirty thousan'd 
Year ; the Colony of New Soutli "Wales alone. 

2591. You 
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2.51)1. You ineanTsventy or Thirty thousand Labourers? Mr. s. Jl.Mursk. 

Labourers ; working Men and Female Servants particularly. 

251)2. Might not that Number of active, strong, able-bodied Labourers 
become the Means of supporting Families dependent upon them to a consider 
able Extent ? 

Unquestionably. 1 think it is found that you cannot get Labourers there to 
remain Labourers more than Three or Four Years ; they get on so well that they 
become their own Masters in that Time, ^ 

1'he Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till To-morrow 
Two o’clock. 



(4-6.13.) 



K k 4- 
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Die Venerifi, 9,° Junii 1848 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in tlie Chair, 



Sir ROBERT G-ORE BOOTH Bart, is called in, and examined as follows : 

2593- YOU are resident in Ireland ? 

I am. 

2.59‘i. In what Part of Ireland do you re.side ? 

In the County of Sligo. 

2593. Have you considerable Landed Properly in that County ? 

I Iiave. 

2,596. In what Union do you reside ? 

In the Union of Sligo, of which the Poor Law Valuation amounts to 242,000/., 
and the Population i.s 111,000. 

2597" Do you conceive the Poor Law Valuation to be above or below the 
Rental ? 

I believe it is below the Rental. 

2598. Below the Rental in ordinary Times, bat has it been below the 
Rental as exhibited in the Receipts of late Years ? 

In many Cases I have not received any Rent. 

2599. With which of the Electoral Divisions in the Union of Sligo are you 
best acquainted, by reason either of Residence or of Property? 

With Carney, Lissadell, and Rossinver. I have more Property in other 
Electoral Divisions, but living immediately near those I know them well. The 
following is a Statement of the Poor Law Valuation and of the Population in 
tliose Three Electoral Divisions : 

Poor Law Valuation, Population. 

Carney - - j^4,l-44 - - 3,9!0 

Lissadell - - je' 5,222 - - 6,420 

Rossinver - - ^2,289 - - 2,179 

2600. Are tho.se entirely rural Electoral Divisions, or are there any Towns 
in them ? 

Not any. 

2601. In which of them is your Residence ? 

In the Lissadell Division. 

2602. Have you resided in Ireland during the greater Part of tlie recent 
Season of Distress ? 

I have. 

2603. You are a Magistrate ? 

I am. 

2604-. Arc you connected with tltc Administration of the Poor Law? 

I am an ex-officio Member of the Board of Guardians. I was also a Member 
by Election, but I resigned that, in order that they might get an additional 
elected Guardian. I am Deputy Ciiairiiian at present. 

26CV5. Were you also a Member of the Relief Committees that were formed 
during the Period of the Distress ? 

I was Chairman of the Finance Committee, and I was Chairman of Four 
Relief Committees. 

(46.14.} L J 2606. During 
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Bart. 
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Sir RG. Boot!/, 2606. During the Period of Distress did the Duties connected with the 
Bari. Administration of Relief occupy any considerable Portion of your Time ? 

, ,n,,. Very considerable. 

2t! June 1648. 

2607 - Will you have the goodness to explain, one Day with another, how 
much of your Time was occupied at that Period in the Administration of 
Relief? 

As Chairman of the Finance Committee I usually was in Sligo as near Ten 
o’clock in the Morning a.s ‘I could be, and very frequently I was not out of 
Sligo till past Seven, and sometimes later. 

2GOS. What was tlic Distance from Lissadeli ? 

Nearly Ten Miles (English). 

2bOS). Did you also attend upon the Relief Committee ? 

We had Four Relief Committees, which occtqncd Two entire Days in the 
Week, and sometimes we were obliged to adjourn to a Third. One Place of 
AJeeting was about Ten Miles from my House. 

2G10. For a continuous Number of Hours? 

From about Eleven o’Clock till nearly Five or Six, and frequently I have 
been kept until Seven. 

2GII. Did those Duties bring you in contact with any consideiable Number 
of the Peasantry ? 

\es; I was in constant Commuiiication with them. 

2()I2. How long have you resided in Ireland ? 

I have known the Country very well for the last Three or Four and 
twenty Years. I was out of it for Tliree Years; but for the last Eighteen 
Years, with the Exception of Three Y'ears, I iiave been constantlv for the 
greater Portion of my Time there. I am generally away Three or Four 
Months in the Year yachting. 

2613. Arc there any Parts of the District with which you are acquainted 
which exceed other.? in the Amount of Population, as compared with the 
Valuation or the Means of Subsistence ? 

I have written for a Return in the Lissadell District, w’hich I have not yet 
received. I can produce one for Drumfiii, which is a District not belonging 
to myself. It was sold a few Years ago; and after it was purchased it was 
offered to me by the Purchaser for lOOl. less than he had paid for it. My 
Agent says he got die Return “from the Cess Collector, and he declares it to 
“ be correct.” The Cottiers or Squatters “ were more numerous, but many 
“ have died, and many have been purchased out within the last few Months', 
“ by getting U. to throw up their Cabins. The whole of that District is 
“ wretchedly poor. Major OVme is, I believe, the Owner of Drumfin.” 

The following Paper is put in and read : ' 

Townlasd of Driimfjn. 

_ , . M' s. d. 

Ordnance Valuation - - . . _ 2go 9 q 

Poor-rate Y^aluation - . . _ 299 0 0 

Hem paid by Tenants - - - _ _ 260 0 0 

Forty Tenants holding Land, and Thirty Cottiers. Nine or Ten Tenants with good 
Holdings. The Remainder hold from One to Five Acres each, and, with the Exception 
of Four Tenants, are all very poor. ^ 

Contents of this Towniand 5G1a. 2n. .39p. Statute Acres per Ordnance Survey, equal 
in Irish Acres 346a. 3h. IOp., of which tliere are upwards of 90 Acres Irish, or 145 
Englisli Acres, in bad Red Cogs, Waste and Water. 

For Richard Gethin, 

Agent to Sir Robt. Gore Booth, 

V. Davys. 



Towniand ofDrumfin, Parish ofl 
Kilmorgan, Barony of Corvan, [ 
County of Sligo. j 

Proprietor of this Towniand, 

Major Orine. 



26H. Will 
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SHll-. Will you inform the Committee whether, in your Judgment, in many T!. a. 
of the Districts of 3’our Neighbourhood the Population is beyond the Means of 
Support upon the Land, assuming the Potato P’ailure to continue? 2d 

Assuming tiie Potato Failure to continue, I think there are Townlands 

which could not support the Population. 

2615. Does that assume the Application of the W'iiolc gross Produce of tlie 
Land to the Purpose of supporting the Population ? 

Yes ; even upon that Assumption, I think there are siicii Cases. Tlie Pteasen 
why 1 say so is that the Finance Committee made a Calculation as to one 
District, and w'e came to the Conclusion that it could not support itself. 

2GIG. Can you inform the Committee in respect to any of the Townlands 
with which you are acquainted, and respecting wiiich you arc provided with 
statistical Detail, wliat the Population was, as compared with the Number of 
Persons receiving Rations, during the Distress? 

I cannot state that at this Moment. 

2G17. Practically speaking, as connected with the Admini.stration of Kelief, 
was the Proportion very considerable in the more distressed Parts ? 

Very considerable; but timre was so much Abuse in the Administration 
of the Relief that it can scarcely be taken as u fair Criterion. 

2618. What were the Abuses (0 which you refer? Was Relief given to 
improper Parties ? 

I, as Chairman of the Finance Committee, struck off, I think, on One Day, 
above 1,500 from a District where it was stated to me by a Gentleman present 
tiiat thev required move Relief; but I was fully justified in it. There were a 
very considerable Number also taken off on the following Tuesday. 

2619. You think that that great Limitation of the Relief led to no Loss ot 
human Life or undue Increase of Suffering ? 

I think not. I kept as strictly as I could to the Letter of the Law ; but in 
any Case where there was a Doubt 1, as Chairjnan, of course gave the Benefit 
of the Doubt to the Applicant.^;. 

2G2O. Can you tell the Committee what Proportion the 800 whom you 
struck off bore to the whole Number of Per.sons receiving Relief in tiiat 
District? 

I cannot. 

2621. How many werejeft on the List? 

I cannot say now. 1 think in the Electoral Division there were from 1,200 
to 1,G00 at one Time getting Relief, 

2622. Do you mean that 800 were struck off out of the 1,500 ? 

I cannot tell how many there were at that Time exactly. There were very 
improper Persons on the List ; Persons with Land and Cows. 

2G23. Was that Step taken by yon in conjunction with other Gentlemen of 
the County who w'ere your Associates ? 

Yes ; with the Finance Committee. 

2624. They concurred with you ? 

Yes, 

2()25. Before the Failure of the Potato Crop how were the Inhabitants of the 
District which you have described as being over-peopled supported ? 

Almost wholly by Potatoes. 

2626. How did they procure Manure for those Potatoes ? 

The Population on the Coast get sufficient Seaweed for their own Use ; they 
also dry large Quantities, and sell it through the Country at from 10s. to 30s., 
and even as high as 2Z. per Cart-load. 

2627. What Effect upon the economical Condition of the People was 
produced by the Failure of the Potato Crop} have they, beyond the Potato 
Crop, Means adequate for their Support? 

The small Class of Farmers have no other Means of Support. 

(46.14.) LI 2 2628. Supposing 



Buofh, 

]84a. 
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2628. Supposing that the small Class of Fai'mers had paid no Rent, and paid 
no Rates or Taxes of any kind, were the Means which they possessed without 
the Potato Crop adequate for their Support? 

Certainly not. 

2G29. Were Cases of that entire Destitution very numerous? 

Very numerous. 

2630. Assuming tiie Failure of the Potato Crop to continue, what Means will 
they have in those peculiar Spots of providing for their future Support? 

In many Cases they will not be able to produce Food enough on the Ground, 
owing to their very bad System of Farming, to feed thcmselve-s. 

2631. Do you think it possible to introduce a better System of Farming as 

lon'T as those small Divisions of Land continue in the Hands of tliose Cottier 
Tenants? _ _ , 

You may improve them individually as to their System of Farming, but as to 
enabling them to produce a Sufficiency to support them adequately I do not 
think you can. 

2632. Those small Tenants are Persons farming Three, Four, or Five Acres ? 

There are many fanning much less than that ; but even taking Three Acres, 

unless it he very good Ground, a Plot of Three Acres will not support the 
Family that you usually find upon it. 

2G33. Except through the Medium of the Potato ? 

Except through the Medium of the Potato. 

2634. Failing the Potato Crop is it within tlie Reach of that Class of Culti- 
vators to introduce any improv'ed Husbandry that would enable them from those 
small Patches of Land in their Possession to provide adequately for the Support 
of their Families ? 

I think not. That is my individual Opinion. 

2635. Has your Attention been long turned to the Question of this Excess 
of Population in certain Parts of Connaught? 

It has, for a great many Years. 

2636. Was your Attention directed to that Subject even before the Failure 
of the Potato Crop ? 

Many Years ; since I was Eighteen. 

2637. WTat were your Convictions, antecedently to the Failure of the 
Potato Crop, as to the Necessity of taking active Measures for the Improvement 
of the Condition of that Class of People ? 

I considered from the Smallness of the Holdings that the Farmer could not 
live in any Degree of comparative Comfort, and I have at all Times endeavoured 
to increase the Size of the Farms in a Manner that was consistent with Justice 
to the Individuals. 

2638. W’hen you state with Justice to Individuals, what Steps did you 
take in order to reconcile the Two Objects, of Humanity to the occupying 
Tenant, and the Improvement of the general Condition of the Agriculture of 
the Country and the Introduction of a better Class of Tenantry ? 

I have adopted various Means. The original System, if I may so call it, 
was when the Lease fell in to lay out the Farm in the best \Vay we could, in 
proportion to the Number of Individuals whom we found on it. If there were 
too many — if it was absolutelyimpossible that theFarm could hold the Number — 
we located them elsewhere if we had Room, and if we had not, we paid them 
for their Houses and any Improvements they had made on the Property, and 
paid their Passage to America. 

2639. Had many Persons under this System emigrated from your Neigh- 
bourhood even before the Failure of the Potato Crop ? 

A great Number. I have a List of some from One or Two Townlands. 

The following Paper is delivered in 5 

An 
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An Account of Expenses attending the Emigration of sundry Families from tlie 
Townlands of B allygilgan and Cavtron Willinmogue on the Estate of Sir Rohert 
Gore Booth Bart., Lissadell. 



I83u. Paid as Compensation to the Tenants of Ballygilgan for giving up 
Possession _ - _ . 

1837. Paid same for same 

1839. Paid Passages to America for Eighteen Families, comprising 131 
Individnuls, at 2/. per Individual - - - - 

„ Paid for Twelve Individuals, for same as Charity - - 

„ Paid for Four Families, comprising Thirty-three individuals for 
Cartron Willinmogue, at their O'vn Request 

1841. Paid for Nineteen Families, comprising Sixty-three individuals 

1842. Paid for Five Families, eomprising Twenty-throe Individuals 

„ Money distributed by Lady Gore among the Emigrants from Ballv- 
gilgan 



i'. ,1 

16G 5 1 

30 13 4 

2()2 0 0 
111 12 0 

(1-2 (1 0 
l-2fi .0 0 
67 5 0 

50 0 0 



Str li. fV. Bcoih, 
Hart. 

''(] June lf4t^, 



Total - - 784 0 '> 



111 addition to the above Fony-two Families who emigrated from Ballygilgan, Twenty- 
one Families got Land, and some of them Residences, as follow? : 

James iNPClean, House and Land, in Lissadell. 

Thady Currid, Land, in Lissadell. 

Michael Burns, Land, in Lissadell. 

Martin Feeny, House and Land, Cloonacliine. 

Terence M‘Shany, Land, in Balliutulliek. 

James M'Shany, Land, in Ballintullick. 

Atilhouy Mullarhy, Land, in Ballintullick. 

Michael M‘Glone, Land, in Cartron Willinmogiic. 

Patrick Feeny, Land, in Cartron Wiiliimiogue. 

Michael M'Gowan, Land, in CaiTi on VVillinmogue. 

John Coney, Land, in Cartron VVillinmogue. 

William Lindsey, Land, in Coola Drummond. 

Thomas Ewing, Land, in Cullaghmore. 

James Currey, Land, in Cullaghmore. 

Patrick O’Brien, Land, in Ballinafull. 

Reverend Malachi Brennan, House and Land, in Cullaghmore. 

Patrick M'O’Brien, House and Land, in Ballygilgan, 

Jack O’Brien, House and Land, In B.allygjlgaii. 

James Araisirong, House and Land, in Ballygilgan. 

Francis F'eeny, remains in Ballygilgan. 

Barth Gillen, House and Land, in Clonacool, which he sold for 801. 

The Amount expended in Labour on the Demesne, &c. from March 1 834 up to the Period 
when the last of the Ballygilgan 'I'enants were provided for, was upwards of 4,000/., in 
which Labour the Ballygilgan Tenants largely participated, in lact always getting a 
Preference. 

2640. Even anterior to the Failure of the Potato Crop, did you find it 
necessary, in certain Cases where the Population wa.s in excess, to assist the 
People to emigrate, in order to place that Land upon a proper Footing? 

Yes ; in very many Cases. 

2641. Do you think you could have done it without that llesovn'ce con.sist- 
ently with the Peace of the Country or with the Interests of Humanity ? 

Certainly not ; I should have been throwing them on the World and leaving 
them to beg. 

2642. At present, confining the whole of the Questions to a Period anterior 
to the Failure of the Potato Crop, did yon then find any Disinclination or the 
reverse on the part of the People to emigrate ? 

I think usually they w'ere very willing to emigrate when absolutely obliged 
to quit the Land ; but they have a very strong Affection for the Ground they 
have resided upon, and wouid, in many Instances, prefer existing upon it to 
getting rich elsewhere. They are an uncertain People; they sometimes take a 
Dislike to move, but when forced to do so by Circumstances they preferred 
Emigi-ation to the holding an indiiferent Farm which required much Labour, 

2643. Was it in fact a voluntary Emigration, undertaken with the Goodwill 
of the People themselves, or was it in any respect a compulsory Emigration ? 

I never compelled any Individual. If a Man could not go back to his own 
(46.I4-.) LIS Farm, 
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.?(> /i‘. <v, Farm, lie had the Choice of going to another Farm — inferior Ground, but a 
sufficient Quantity for his Means— in a ditlereiit Part of the Estate. No Man 
2i JuiaTisrs. ^''‘'5 compelled to go by me. 

2G4-1'. It was the Exercise of tlieir own Choice? 

It was tlie Exercise of their Choice, whether to leave that District and go to 
another i’arm or Property, or to emigrate. 

26-1.5. Still confining the Questions lo tlie Pcriorl antecedent to the Failure 
of the Potato Crop, hare any of the Accounts which liavo been received from 
the earlier Emigrants been of a Character to encourage their Relations and 
Friends to follow them ? 

The Accounts liavc usually been .such as to increase the Emigration; they 
have been flivourabiL'. 

2G4-6. Have tliere been any Remittances made by the Iiiinigrants to a.ssist 
iheir Friends in following them ? 

Lately very considerable. In many Cases, before the Period referred to, 
there had been large Sums of Money sent to tlie Country, and many of the 
Friends had gone oiil, but not to an Extent equal to what there lias been the 
last Year or Two. 

'2Gl'7. Referring now to the Time since the INilure of the Potato Crop, how 
has that Misfortune acted upon the Desire to emigrate and upon the Necessity 
of another Emigration as a Remedy ? 

It lias increased so much the Desire that had I brought with me all tlie 
A))plication.s I have received this fSeasoii they wouhl be a very considerable 
Number. 1 had a Letter Yesterday from a ' Schoolmaster, which is a Case 
I might perhaps to mention. Last Year he received 37/. in my Employ. He 
says he will not stoj), but that lie will go to America, now, unless be gets 40/ 
a Year. He has a Wife and a large P'amiiy of young Children. 

261.8. Was liis Application to you for a Passage to America? 

No ; he does not ask me for it ; he will pay. That Case occurred the Day 
before Yesterday. 

2G-1-Q. Have the Applications made to you since the Failure of the Potato 
Crop for Assistance to emigrate been more numerous than you felt it prudent 
or expedient to comply with ? 

Tlicy have ; it was in consequence of the Number of Applications that I 
sent so many away. 

2G50. Can you inform the Committee what Number yon sent out in the 
course of this last Y^ear ? 

I can tell the Number of Adults nearly by taking tlie Numbers from the 
different Y^essels. 

2651. You mean by Adults, Statute Adults; that is, Two Children reckoning 
a.s One Adult, and Children below One Year of Age not being counted at all ? 

Y'es. The following is the Statement with respect to tiie Number who were 
.sent out by the “ .^olus.” 

The same is read as follows: 

“ jEoIus.” 

The Ship “ /Eolus,” of Greenock, 817 Tons Register, held by Measurement 386 adult 
Passengers. Her Stores consisted of the usual Quantity of Bread, Meat according to Law, 
and Water; she bad besides Oatmeal, Indian Meal, Salt Fish, the best Salt Meat, Tea, 
Sugar, Coflee, and Molasses and Tobacco. They got a Change of Diet daily. Tea and 
Sugar they got every Day. The Amount of this Ship’s Disbursements for Paasengei-s alone 
came to 800/ Sterling. She was provisioned for Seventy Days with the above in Proportions. 
They had Cooking Grates on Deck, and every Convenience necessary for the Health of her 
Passengers ; "Wind Sails, and Two Side Ports for Veiuilation. She had Beds and Blankets 
for all. The gross Amouiii; of this Ship’s Expenses to Sir Robert Gore Booth, Bart, was 
1,600/ Sterling. 

This does not include the Cost of Clothes, Money given to Emigrants, nor 
Fresh Provisions. 

The 
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The next is a similar Account with respect to tlie “Yeoman.’ 

The same is read as follows : 

“ Yeoman.” 

The Ship “Yeoman” of Greenock, 950 Tons Register, lield hy Measurement 396 
adult Passeiigoi's. Her Stores consisted of the usual Quantity of IJread and Meat according 
to Law. She had besides Oatmeal, Indian Meal, Salt Fish, the best Salt Moat at 80c'. a 
Tierce, Tea, Sugar, Coffee, Molasses, ami 'I’obacco. They ucre to get these various Descrip- 
tions of Provisions alternately. Tea and Sugar they got every Day. The Amount of this 
Ship’s Disbui'semmUs, for the Passengers alone, came to 1,400^. Sterling. She was provisioned 
for Seventy Days, with the above Provisions in Proportions. They had Pour Cooking 
Grates on Deck, and every Convenience necessary for the Health of her Passengers: Wind 
Sails; and tliero were also a large Quantity of Blankets and Beds given to those w!io 
required them. The gross Amonni of this Ship’s Exjienses to Sir Robert Gore Bootli, Barr, 
was 2,o00/. Sterling. 

Tills does not include the Cost of Ciotlies, Money given to Emigrants, nor 
Fresh Provisions. 

The next is a similar Account witli res[)ect to the “ Cady Sale.” 

The same i.s read as follows: 

“ Lady Sale.” 

Th.e Ship “ Ladv Sale” of Greenock, 736 Tons Register, carrleil by Measurement 
340 adult Passengers. Her Stores consisted of the usual QiuinlUy of Dread, Jleat, and 
Water according to Law; she had besides Oatmeal, Indian Meal, Salt Fisli, the best Salt 
Meal, 'Pea, Sugar, Coffee, Molasses, and Tobacco. They get a Change of Diet daily. Tea 
and Sugar they got every Day. 3’hc Amount of this Ship’s Disburseiueiits, for Passengers 
alone, came to 1,300/. Sterling. She was provided for Seventy Days with the above Pro- 
visions in Proportions. They had Four Cooking Grates on Deck, and every Convenience 
necessary for the Iloallh of her Passengers ; Wind Sails ; and the upper Part of her L'pper 
Deck Ports hinged, so that they could liave them open when the Weather pcrmhlerl. .She 
alsr) iiad a Proportion of Beds and Blankets for those who required them. The gross 
Amount of tins Ship’s Expenses to Sir Robert Gore Booth, Bart, was '2, 036/. Sterling. 

Thus does not include the Cost of Clothe.s, Money given Emigrants, nor 
Fresh Provisions. 

2Gj2. Is iliere any other Vessel ? 

The Miolus went out again on Lord Palmcrstons Account. This is the 
Statement with respect to her. 

The same is read us follows: 

“iEoUis,” Second Voyage. 

The Ship “ ..Folus ” of Greenock, 817 Tons Register, held by Measurement 386 adult 
Passengers. This Ship was chartered by Lord Palmerston’s Agent, Mr. Smith, who agreed 
with me to furaislt the usual Allowance of Bread, ileal, and Water, also Tea and Sugar, 
at the Rate of 3/. IOj?. a Head for each adult Passenger, which was furnished to them. 
Tht'v had the usual Fireplaces, and every thing done to nuke them as comfortable as 
possible. I inspected the Ship before she left tlie Clyde, to see that all was right on board, 
and found all according to Agreement. This Ship’s Disbursements came to 1,190/, Sterling, 
and was as well found as any Ship talcing Passengers. 

This does not include the Cost of Clothes, &c. given by Lord Palmeiston. 

2653. Are the Committee to understand that in all those Cases of Emigration 
which you have desenbed during the Pressure of the late Distress, not only was 
the Emigration purely voluntary, but that the Emigrants were selected by you 
out of a greater Number of Applicants than those you were enabled to send ? 

I had Application.s to a very considerable Amount above those that I sent 
out. I would not send any but those 'who were direct Tenants. Aftervvards 
perhaps to fill the Vgs.sc1 I may have sent a few, but they were almost all direct 
Tenants. 

2654>. The Question refers to the vohintaiy Character of the Emigration? 

There was not an Individual went oat on any other Terms. 

2655 . Were there any Cases in which Parties surreptitiou.sly forced themselves 
into any of those Ships and concealed themselves on board, and thus obtained 
Passages which ;jmu had not provided for them ? 

There were Sixteen Passengers over the Number in tlie l^eoman when she 
(46.U.) 1. 1 4 arrived 
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.S'!)- G. Booth, arrived at St. John’s. I myself took Three or Tour out of her in the Bay when 
Bart. tiiey .^vere at Sea. 

2A June ISIS. <2056. Do you mean to say that you went to Sea with the Vessel ? 

Yes; I took the first Two Tacks out. 

2G57. Was that for tlie Purpose of seeing that tliey were well provided for? 

Yes, luid to clear out the “ Stowaway.s.” 

2G5S. Did you lake any Pains with I'espect to the Health of those Parties, to 
see tliat no Persons were cTubarked that were subject to infectious nisease.s ? 

I did. I liad my own attending Physician, Doctor Humelton, a very Clevel- 
and experienced Gentlenum, to examine at Two different Times each individual 
Emi'“T;int. f was myself present and handed tiicni up to the Quarter Deck, 
wliere he iiisjjecled them most minutely. In one Case llicre was a young 
froman 1 took by the Arm to pass licr up, there being a little Swell on in 
the Bay. 1 instantly perceived she was ill ; I felt her Pulse and Forehead, .and 
cm sayiiu'- she rvas in Fever and could not go up she almost fell. I assisted hei 
over the'’Side of the Sliip, had her put into iny own Gig to avoid spreading 
Infection in the Ship’s Boats, and sent her asliore. She was the first Case 
admitted into the Fever Hospital just establislied on the next Morning, 
'file first Inspection of the Fmigrants took place on sliore, at my own House, 
bv Dr. Hamelton, when Clothes, Bedding, and Tickets were given tliera. 

2(i.59. Was the Fever prevalent in the Country at tlic Time? 

Ver\' much so ; several Families were not permitted to go in consequence. 
My own Valet died of it in my House, and was buried the Day the Hiiolus was 
cleared out first Voyage. 

I believe you ynurselftook the Fever in the Discharge of your Duties? 

It probably would have turned to Fever witliout Precautions ; \t came on in 
the usual Way in which Typhus Fever commences. I was Three Days ill 
one Time, and 1 tliink longer the second Time. Lady Gore also wa.s ill a few 
Days. My Chaplain had it very severely. 

2GGI. Did you in any of those Vessels take means to ascertain hpw the 
Passengers were treated during the Passage, and how they were received in 
America ? 

I have some Letters here on the Subject. I have a Letter from the Captain’s 
Wife to Lady Gore Booth, in tlie Case of the Yeoman. 

20G2. Who was the Commander of the Yeoman ? 

Captain Pardon. 

2GG3. Was he originally a Seafaring Man, or brought up to any Profession ? 

He had been brought up to the Profession of a Physician. 

SGG-f. Was his Wife on board? 

Yes. 

2665. What Class of Person was she ? 

She is the Daughter of a Clergyman. 

OflGG. Did she cross the Atlantic with the Emigrants ? 

She did. 

2()G7. Have yon the Account which she gave you of the Passage ? 

I have her Letter to Lady Gore Booth. 

2GG8. Will you read it to the Committee? 

“ After leai’ing Sligo Bay we had a fair Wind for the first Week, which 
“ carried us a long Mhiy ; since that Time it has been variable and adverse. 
“ To-day it i.s calm, thick, hazy Weather. The Fiddler has been of great 
“ Service ; he makes happy Faces and nimble Feet all round him. * * # 

“ Mr. Yeats is a very pleasant and agreeable Person ; every Sabbath he has 

read Prayers and a Sermon, Morning and Evening. Our little Church is 
“ formed of Sails and Flag.s. The Congregation is pretty numerous, and very 
“ attentive. The Cow' is doing well. It was a most valuable Present of Sir 
“ Robert’s ; all the Sick, and particularly the Children, have found the Benefit 

of it, as well as myself. ■ * * * I am happy to inform your Ladyship 

“ that 
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“ that we arrived here safely on the 19th of the Month. We have great ' 
“ Reason of Thankfulness that, althoagh there was a great deal of Sickness on 
“ board, there were only Two Deaths ; the old Woman I formerly mentioned, 

“ whose Name I understand was not Mrs. Hugh, but Connolly, and a Man 
“ of the Name of M'Gowan. I was very sorry for his poor Wife; she nursed 
“ him most tenderly. The Doctor came on board the Morning after our 
” Arrival, and sent all tiie Sick to Partridge Island. Among tl)ose who went 
“ was poor Miss Walker. She was pretty well during the Passage, but had 
“ been very unwell for a few Days. She is now, I am glad to say, belter, 

“ but still detained on the Island. For several Days after we came the Doctor 
“ sent on shore new Cases every Morning. Between Saturday Afternoon and 
“ Sabbath Forenoon Five Children died, I was both surprised and sorry, for 
“ I had been rejoicing that we had not lost One on the Passage. We had 
" Three Births,' but only One of the Children lived. On Tuesday the 
“ Doctor brought Mr. Purley, the Government Agent, with him. The Agent 
“ said he would not allow One to go on shore unless they promised faithfully 
" to work, as there are 150 of those who came by the “ Bolus” lying like a 
Drag upon the St. .lohn’s People. He seemed pleased with the Appearance 
“ of our People. He and Dr. Harding ordered Captain Purdon to land the 
“ Passengers without Delay upon the Island ; and those who were well would 
“ be passed as soon as possible by the Doctor. This was thought to be the best 
“ Plan for getting them to St. John’s ;in good Health, as by all Appearance 
" the longer we were kept in Quarantine the faster the People were getting 
“ sick ; and it was better to land them well than to send a Number there 
“ every Morning sick. A groat many of the Crew are in the Marine Hospital 
“ sick. The Doctor says it is a very mild Kind of Fever. Our Steward, 

“ Tliird Mate, Carpenter, and White are among the sick. Captain Purdon 
“ went to St. John’s immediately on the Doctor and Agent leaving the Ship. 

“ Mr. Robertson and he engaged a Steamboat to take the People oft' the Island 
“ next Morning; it did not come till the Day after. Messrs. Johnston and 
“ Campbell were sent to erect Tents for those who could not be accom- 
“ modated otherwise. Plenty of Provision was sent with them. The Two 
“ Nights they \vere there were warm and beautiful. On Thursday all that 
“ the Doctor would allow were brought by the Steamboat to St.John’s, and 
“ Mr. Robertson and Captain Purdon saw them all safely lodged in a large 
“ Building which bad been provided for them. Mr. Purley is very kind in 
“ getting Situations for the young Women, and also some of the Doctors are 
” interesting themselves in dieir Favour. Captain Purdon got 150 sent off to 
“ Fredericktowii Yesterday, wliere there is plenty of Work. The Misses 

Gilmour are with a Dressmaker, who has undertaken to get Situations for 
“ them ; their Brother is engaged for 2Ql. a Year to go to a Farm in the 
“ Country. O’Harra’s Child is with the same Lady who has the Misses Gil- 
“ mom- ; 'she is going to keep her till Mr. Purley can send her on to her 

Friends. Judith Warren and the Girl Maxwell were lodged in Dr. Harding’s 
“ the first Night, to whom we recommended them, and he has under- 
“ taken to get Situations for them ; Judith Warren is to go to bis Sister. 
“ Three of the Feeneys got Situations before they left the Island ; and I 
“ think from all 1 hear there is plenty of Work and good Wages if People are 
“ inclined to accept of it. I have Two Girls on board, Mary Brine, who took 
“ charge of the Cow, and the Garaekeeper’.s Sister, for whom I will get Sftua- 
“ tions when the Ship goes up to Town. Our poor Sailmaker lost his right 
“ Eye by bis Knife slipping and running into it one Day about a Fortnight 

before we came here. Mr. Y'eats has been to Town with Captain Purdon 
“ several Times, and has been doing all in his Power to interest the Gentlemen 
“ to whom he has been introduced in favour of the Passengers ; he knows 
“ the Character of many of them, and can recommend them; he has^also 
“ made himself very useful to Captain Purdon in assisting among the Sick. 
“ I hope he may get a good Situation ; from all I have seen he richly 
“ deserves it.” 

26G9. Did you get any Letter from any of the Emigrants showing the 
Demand for Labour which exists upon their landing, and the Power which 
they have of getting Employment ? Had you a Letter from Mr. Yeats ? 

1 had. 

(46.14.) Mm' 2670. Who 
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.■sir R. G. Booth, 2670. Wiio is Mr. Yeats ? 

• A Son of the late Rector of our Parish, who died a few Years ago. 

• 2 d June 1848. 267I. Did Mr, Yeats accompany the Emigrants ? 

He did. We gave him a free Passage out 5 and tliis is his Letter to me. 

“ My dear Sir, — As no Vessel passed near enough homeward bound to convey 
“ Intelligence of how we were proceeding on the Voyage, I take advantage 
“ of forwarding by this Day’s Post (whidi is the first that has started 
“ since we arrived here in Quarantine Ground on the Evening of the 19th of 
“ August 18d'7) a hurried Account thereof, to say that it lias pleased the 
“ Lord to give us no Ktonn to encounter; but I regret to say, toward the 
“ closing oi' it we liave had Lever to contend with ; but by the unreinitted 
“ Attention of the Captain but One Man fell a Victim to it out of about Fifty 
Case.s, Ten of wlucii were very bad. The Doctor on inspecting tlie Ship 
" found it still hanging about us, and had all the suspicious Cases landed on. 

the Island (where tlicrc are Hospitals) ; and he continued to discover frcsJi 
“ Cases daily, so that on Tuesday the Q4th instant the Captain thought it 
“ advisable to land all, and on Thursday following he hired a Steamer to 
“ convey all that were well to the City, a Distance of about Two Miles, wliere 
“ many have got Employment, and indeed all would if they consented to work 
for 25. 6<^. per Day; but the Captain and I have succeeded in inducing 
“ many to consent to work for it ; and we have succeeded in getting many 
“ Girls employed as Servants, for which they are to get from 155. to 17 per 
“ Month; indeed there appears to be a great Facility in Girls getting 
“ Employment. Young Gilmour I succeeded in getting employed as Farming 
“ Servant to Doctor Fetters at 207 per Annum and his Boarding, and his 
“ Sisters an old Lady takes charge of until she is able to procure them suitable 
“ Employment ; indeed all the People of the City appear to be very generous, 
“ and indeed all who liave seen the Passengers of this Ship admit they are the 
“ most respectable that has been landed this Year ; and were it not but for the 
“ Way in which the Passengers of the former Ship conducted themselves, all 
“ would much more readily find Employment. And for their decent Appear- 
*' ance they are much' indebted to the Captain and Mrs. Purclon, whose Exertion 
“ was beyond any thing I could have imagined, and indeed throughout the 
“ whole Voyage nothing could have exceeded their Attention to all, and for 
“ theirs to me I can never forget. Mr. Robertson, understanding there is a 
great Demand for Labourers in Fredericktown and Sligby, has made 
“ Arrangements to transmit many of the Passengers there. Mrs. Walker and 
“ lier Daughter I am sorry to say are ill on the Island, but are getting better. 
“ Wc lost whilst on Sea but One Woman of Seventy Years of Age, a Child, and 
“ the Man that died of Fever, and whilst lying here Four Children, and One 
“ Man and Boy died on the Island, making in all Nine Deaths; and surely we 
“ have just Cause to he thankful that there were not more amongst so many 
“ Passengers. I liave no Doubt but that there would be but for the Attention 
“ and the ample Provision they have had on board. I am much pleased at the 
” Way I have been received by all to wliom I have as }fet been introduced, 
“ and I expect in a few Days to get Employment. The City is much larger 
“ than I expected to have found it ; it has Thirty thousand Inhabitants ; fine 
“ Shops ; Houses principally built of Wood, notwithstanding the Country 
“ around the City appears to be one Mass of Stone. I expect daily to see the 
“ Lady Sale arrive, and I hope by the next Post to be able to communicate all 
“ Particulars of how we get on more fully.” 

2672. Have you any Evidence from any of the Parties themselves to show 
how it fared with them in the Colony? 

I have very many. The Case of Owen Boyle; with respect to him my 
Note is:— “ A miserable Creature; sent from Charity I believe ; not a direct 
“ Tenant." He says (this is a Letter to his Mother), “ I am myself going to 
“ New York on the 15th of April, and then I will send you some Money when 
‘‘ I go there. Dear Mother, the Day I left; Sligo I had not a Cent of Money 
“ but 65. that Mr. Jeffcot gave me; but, Thanks be to God, I did not want 
“ for Money after. When I landed I met Master ; he gave me 45. British per 
" Day for Three Weeks, and for the Winter if I would stay. This is a good 
“ Country for -smart Boys and smart Girls. The Truth is best to be told. 
“ * * * I had every Day for the Winter 3s. per Day; and from 

“ the 
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“ the Month of May we win have 4,?. per Day of Irish Money. « * # 

“ Dear Mother, I paid 7/. for Clothes, and has plenty of it as yet. My Board 
“ comes to 2U. per Year at Two Dollars per Week.” 

267s. Where is this dated from ? 

Augusta, March Slst. 

2674. Do you remember the Case of a Man of the Name of Thomas Garry ; 
and if you do, will you state it to the Committee ? 

He was, by Profession, a Beggar Boy. 

2675. How did he get liis Passage ? 

Mr. Yeats’s Brother asked him on the Shore to assist him in rowing out, and 
he would give him Qd. He was missing when Mr. Yeats wanted to pull 
ashore. He lay in the Vessel for many Hours, till at last he was forced to 
come out from Hunger. The Captain found him a very attentive good Boy 
on board, and made a Subscription for him. 

2676. Are the Committee to understand that he forced liimself upon the 
Passage ? 

Yes; he was hid till the Vessel was out at Sea. He wrote to Mr. Yeats, 
apologizing for his Conduct ; sending home 2/. IO5, for his Mother, saying that 
he ])ad 5l., but he kept the other 2/. 10s. hearing it was cold in the Winter. 

2677* Are those singular Cases, or, taking the Correspondence and Commu- 
nications which you have llea.son to know' has passed, may they be taken 
as a Proof of a general Well-being on the Part of the Emigrants ? 

Where the Individuals are industrious, and not idle or drunken, they may. 
I have several Letters here stating the same Things. 

2678. Those Wages of 2s, 6c?. a Day were in New Brunswick, were not 
they ? 

At St. John’s. I have here a Letter from the Honourable Mr. Robertson, 
the Ship Agent at St. .Tohn’.s, New Brunswick, complaining very much of their 
not working. “ Captain Driscoll”— he was tlie Captain of the jEoIus — ‘' has 
“ been indefatigable in seeking them Employment ; in which he has so far 
" succeeded beyond any thing 1 could expect. In carrying out the humane and 
“ charitable Wishes of Sir Robert and Lady Booth — and T know no Man so well 
“ calculated to do so as he is — my candid Opinion is that almost any other Man 
“ than Captain Driscoll w'ould have lost many more Passengers coming out, and 
“ the rest likely in a sickly State; but his Ship was in, such prime Order for 
" Cleanliness that the Health Officer and local Authorities here readily afforded 
“ us every Facility in their Power. I gave some of them Letters to some 
“ Gentlemen in Fredericton, where I am sure, if they follow my Advice, they 
“ will soon get Employment. I'lie great Error all new Comers fiill into here is 
“ that they wall not work without the highest Rate of Wages going to ex- 
“ perienced Persons acquainted with the Work of the Country, whereas from 
“ their Ignorance of tlie Work (all new to them) they are not worth for a Time 
“ more than Half as much. The necessary Consequence of this is that the best 
“ Men are employed, and these deluded Dupes are unemployed. You can 
“ scarcely imagine that some of these People positively refuse to work at 4s. 
“ per Day, say 3s. 4rf. Sterling, but prefer idling about, and send their Wives 
“ and Children to beg. These Remarks are applicable generally to Emigrants. 
“ The proper Plan for them is to ask 12/. (about 18/.} per Annum and well 
“ fed besides until they are acquainted with the Country, and then if they 
“ are worth more they can get it.” 

2679. Does this suggest to you the great Importance of training your 
Emigrants to Habits of Industry before they are put on board ? 

They do not understand the Description of Work there. The Work in the 
\Voods there is very different from any Work they have been accustomed to. 

2680. Supposing the Case of Workmen who . had been well trained under 
good Engineers in this Country, say in the Execution of the Railways which 
are now in progress in Ireland ; have you any Doubt that those Men would be 
more competent to obtain good Wages than if they had been sent out from 

(46.14.) Mm2 Irish 
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^'ir It G. Booth, Irish Cabins, without Habits of Industry, or Knowledge of the Application of 
Skill to Labour ? 

”d June 1818. ^ Doubt they would on Railways. 

26S1. There have been Statements made of extreme Poverty on the Part 

of some Emigrants ; have you had Reason to know that in many Cases the 
Emigrants were in possession of considerable Sums of Money even at a Time 
when it was unsuspected and unknown ? 

I am aware that in the iEolus, Eirst Voyage, (and I believe it is possible to 
prove it on Oath,) the Emigrants on board had as mucli as 1,500?. My 
Opinion is that there rverc very few who bad not some Money. I changed a 
considerable Sum of Gold in all the Vessels. 1 changed it sometimes for 
Silver, and gave the Silver back again for Notes. Captain Pardon in his 
Letter states that in any Case where it was necessary he gave small Sums of 
Money to them. 

2682. Did you make any moral Discrimination with respect to those People, 
or did you send out indiscriminately had and good Characters ? 

I preferred to send out what might be termed the bad Characters. What I 
mean to state by this is, that supposing on my Property there was a Man who 
was an indifferent Character, or being in the habit of making Whiskey, or of 
a doubtful Character, I would prefer tlie Emigration of such a Man from the 
Country to getting rid of a good respectable Tenant- 

2688. Were any of those People charged with Crime ? 

Not any off my own Property. 

2684.. What has been llie Effect of the Emigration you have described upon 
the Property from which the People were taken ; has it enabled you to place 
it on a better Footing for'its future Management and its productive Culture ? 

It has ; a little better. 

2G85. Could that have been effected without the Aid of Emigration ? 

Certainly not, with Justice to the People. They would have been thrown 
upon the World as Reggars had I merely ejected them. 

2686. In those Parts of Connaught which you have described as over- 
peopled do you conceive the Country can become prosperous without the 
Application of a Remedy by Emigration ? 

1 think not. There are more living on the Land than it can support. 

2637. Do you think that in those Districts the Payment of Rents and the 
Collection of Rates and Taxes can be effectually relied on ? 

Certainly not. The more populous the District the more Difficulty there is 
in collecting Rates. 

2GS8. Arc there Districts within your Knowledge in which, during the last 
Year, no Rents have been paid and no Rates and Taxe.s levied ? 

There are many Places where the Collectors of the Poor Rates could not 
find any Goods to distrain, and have not got any Money as yet. 

2689. Do you know the Lands at Cliffbney, and what was the State of the 
Population on those Lands before Lord Palmerston’s Emigration ? 

It was very much over-crowded. 

2G9O. Do you think there has been considerable Emigration from those 
Lands ? 

Yes. Lord Palmerston has sent ont a great Number. 

2691. Ilad the Population continued upon those T-ands, do you consider 
that the Collection ot the Rates and Taxes and the Payment of Rent coukl 
have continued ? 

It would have been quite impossible. The Land without Potatoes would not 
have fed the People that were upon it, I think. 

2692. Do you think by sending out Persons whose Character was not 
liable to any Imputation those who remain would improve in tlieir moral 
Character by their being able to get more Employment ? 

I think there are too many Individuals for the Land to support in the 

peculiar 
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peculiar Districts which I have referred to. In all Cases where ray Property, 
for example, has been laid out, and the Number reduced upon it, it is far 
better for both Landlord and Tenant. The greatest Proof I have hud of the 
Improvement upon the Property is that those Tenants did not require Relief 
in the Di.stricts where my System of Emigration has been longer established, 
unless w'here the Farms were lofl too small originally. With respect to the 
questionable Characters whom I have sent away, there may perhaps have been 
Two or Three doubtful Characters sent j they were young Men who could get 
no Employment at home. 

2693. You have stated that upon those Lands to wl)ich several Years back 
you applied the Remedy of Emigration, and increased the Size of the Farms, 
there lias been no Necessity for giving Relief? 

Yes. 

269-L And no Necessity for further Emigration ? 

The People have found themselves the Advantage of it so ranch, that in thi.s 
very District some of them have voluntarily left where the Holdings were 
originally too small. 

2G95. Of their otvii Accord ? 

Of their own Accord. 

2696. Where you have reconstructed your Estate in regard to its Manage- 
ment, do you think there is the same Tendency now to subdivide and sublet 
that there was some Years back ? 

Certainly not ; but that would not be permitted by me if they did wish it. 

2C97. There is a greater Conviction on the Part of the Landlord that it is not 
Ills Interest to subdivide ; does that Feeling exist in the Minds of the Farmers 
likewise ? 

I should think so. I was very anxious to increase the Size of the Farms. 
I have had very considerable Proposals for Farms within these last few Months. 

2698. Have you observed that Population advances more rapidly in those 
Districts where Population is more dense, and where the People consequently 
are naturally reckless as to their future Condition ? 

I tliink so. 

0099. Where the Condition of the People has been improved, and belter 
moral Habits introduced, there is more Prudence with respect to Marriages ? 

Certainly. 

2700. AVhen the Distress arose in those Districts which you have described 
were you under the Necessity of taking Measures for the Introduction of large 
Supplies of Food from other Countries ? 

I was obliged to bring a large Quantity of Food into the Country. 

2701. Will you state what Measures yon took to add to the Supply of Food 
in the Country ? 

I imported a considerable Quantity of Corn from America, and I bought it 
in Liverpool and Glasgow ; Corn and Seed and Oats, and any thing I could gel 
to feed the People. I can give an Account of this. 

2702. Was there adequate milling Power in the Country, or had you to assist 
in that Process yourself? 

I had. We set up Two Mills worked by Water Power. I had a Steam 
Engine, and added Four Pair of .Millstones to it ; but the Demand was greater 
than I could supply. 

270s. Did you take any aedve Measures yourself for the Distribution of 
that Food in the more remote Districts ? 

Yes ; we had Three of Four Depots. 

2704. Did you superintend them in some Instances yourself? 

Yes, I did, invariably. 

2705. During your Illness was that Duty undertaken by Lady Booth ? 

Yes. One was a peculiar Case, which would notjadmit of any Delay or 
(46.14.,) Mm -3 ■ Starvation 
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Sir li.O.Booih, Starvation must ensue. A great many Families residing on Ground perfectly 
overwlielmed by blowing Sand bad for several Years existed by taking a 
0,3 ](33s_ small Portion of Ground as Conacre for Potatoes; on this, with a little Fish, 

they chiefly existed. On the Failure of the Potatoes they were left destitute. 

Lady Gore and I %vere obliged. Five Times in a Fortnight, to take Two strong 
Horses, each carrying about Kigliteen Stone of Bread and Oatmeal to distribute 
amongst them. 1 have given the last Loaf and had to walk Five Miles (English) 
home between Eight and Nine o’Cloclc. Lady Gore had to go one Day alone, 
in consequence of iny Illness. From the constant Plail and intense Cold she had 
on her Arrival to be lifted off her Horse, between Eight and Nine o’Clock, 
having been out from Eleven a. m. Her Presence was absolutely necessary, in 
my Absence, to ensure a just Distribution. 

2701). You have stated that previous to the Famine you had found it neces- 
sary to resort to Emigration ; that subsequently you have fedt it still more 
necessary. Supposing the Potato Crop to be restored again, do you conceive 
the present State of the Population can be continued safely, without the 
Application of tlie Remedy of Emigration in those Parts which are over- 
charged with People? 

I consider not, because the Increase of the Population will be in a greater 
Ratio every YYar. All the young People will be marrying, and there will be a 
perpetual Increase. 

2707- That is upon the Supposition that their Condition is not mended ? 

Y’es i and I do not see that there is Room to mend it without Emigration. I 
do not see that there is Room on the Land to do it. 

2/OS. Have you ever considered the Possibility of meeting the Difficulties 
that you have described by cultivating the Waste Lands ? 

I have, and I think it would not be adequate even if they were in a State 
nearly fit for Cultivation at this Moment. 

2709. Have you ever tried any Experiments upon Waste Land Improvement 
yourself? 

I have. 

2710. Have you found them profitable? 

No; it would be cheaper to buy the Fee Simple of good Ground. 

2711. Have you any Doubt that a given Sum of Money invested would be 
much more profitably invested in the Improvement of better Lands, rather 
than in the Attempt to reclaim the Waste Lands ? 

Certainly not. 

^2712. Is there not a Difficulty in providing Support for the People upon the 
Waste Lands unless through the Medium of the Potato Cultivation? 

There is. 

2713. Could you do it in any way except by providing them with Rations for 
the first One or d\vo Years ? 

I think not, unless the Waste Lands were very near a Village. 

2714. Y’’ou do not rely upon the Bog Improvement of Ireland as being in 
itself adequate^ to meet the Difficulties of the Population, however it may 
succeed in particular and special Cases ? 

I think not j for myself I have never done so, 

271.5. Has not it been said by the Bog Commissioners that there is a 
considerable Quantity of Land susceptible of profitable Reclamation and 
C-ultivatioii ? 

I believe it is all capable of it, but I do not believe it w-otiUl ever pay Parties 
to attempt it. My Idea is that no Red Bog is worth the Trouble of reclaimiiu>- 
It unless it is in the immediate Neighbourhood of a large Town. “ 

Have yon a considerable Extent of Mountain upon your own Estate ? 

1 have some ; not a veiy great deal. 

2717. You 
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2717. You arc aware that Mr. Griffiths l.as stated the Quantity of such Laud a. w,. 

susceptible of profitable Cultivation at a very considcruble l')o-Lii-g 9 Dint. 

I am. ° ' 

June IMS, 

2718. You do not agree ill that Calculation ? — 

Not tliat the Cultivation would be profitable. 

2719. Do you lldnk that tlie Progress of the Population in Ireland if 

unchecked and the great Density of the Population in certain Di.stricts, is nro- 
cluctive ol Danger to the Peace of the Country? ^ 

The People hare been so reraarkably quiet in my District during the late 
most tremendous Visitation, that I do not soe tliat there is ranch Dairger. 

2720. Supposing any Attempt had been made on a large Scale to dispossess 

thos-c lenants who have emigrated, in order to put the Land upon a better 
bystem of Management, without providing for tliose Tenants bv Emigration do 
Coiidry a ‘ to' the Peace of the 

I think there would have been such Danger. I think we llave no Right to 
turn these People out on tlic \Vorid. ° 

. 7^“^* pp you not think tliat the iniproved Management .of Landed Property ■ 

IP Ii eland is a Matter of great and pressing public tioncern ? ^ 

1 tiiink it IS. 



Gales?’ tittaincd w-itbout tlie Application of Emigration in certain 

Either Emigration, or finding Ground for them elsewhere. 

2723. Either Emigration at home or Emigration abroad ? 
lies. 



27 'd‘. You liave invested a very large Capital in this Scheme of Emigration • 
do you think you will obtain any Return for that Capital in the improved Value 
of your Estate ? * 

I expect to get my Rents paid more regularly by having my Farms of a 
larger Size. ° 



272.?. You bare described those Parts of your Estate which you had 
improved several Years ago. Looking to the State of those Farms, compared 
With the State of those Lands from which your l-hnigrants have recently been 
taken, IS there a Dirterence in personal Receipt to you, comparing the one with 
tlic other? 



In dl Cases where they are large Farms one is sure to get paid ; in Cases of 
small barms we do not get any thing. I can give the following Statement, as 
an Example of that, with regard to the Townland of Ardtarmon. 



TIic same is read as follows ; 

llieTov-iilandtjf Ardtannon oonteins 145.V. In. 5p., according to the Ordnance Survey, 
about 40 Acres of wluch are arable; the Remainder consists of loamy Sand, blowimr Sand, 
ilursh, and IVatcr. Prior to the Spring of 1847 there were liriiig on this Tmvniaiid 
iinrly-one bamihes, representing from 185 to 200 Individuals. 

The Arrears at March 1347 were 1,1801. Ss. 4d. 

The yearly Rent of the Townland was 102/. 13a. 2d. 

ihc entire Amount received from Two Tenants only since March 1840 was 196/. 5,?. Oil. 
Fanhin^r^ Defaulters since March 1840, not one of them having paid a 

For Richard Gethin, 

T, ^ cr. r> Agent to Sir R. G. Bootit, Bart., 

Rent Office, Stephen Street, Sligo, . Vernon Davys. 

-Note. — Tlds had been a Lease; the blowing Sand had overwhelmed much of the 
Ground that was good (winch accounts for the Rental appearing so liigh') 
within the last few Years. r o o / 



[Sir R. Gore Booth afterwards delivered in the following Return, showing 
the Statistics of certain Townlands in Sligo.J 

(4G.14.) M ra 4 Statistical 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Q70 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



yiATISl'lCAI. IIF-TURN 



of the Value, &c. and Population of tlie undeT-named Townlands, situate in the 
Parish of DpuMCMFr, Barony of Carbeny, and County of Sligo. 




corcred witli Sand, wliieli ronclDrs it useless at firesent. 



t'uUoup[hmoro, 1 
3l5t Slav 1S4S.J 



JEKEMTAir ROGERS, 
Bailiti'to Sir Rub. Guru Booth, Bart, 



R.G. Booth, Has that Farm been put upon any different Footing at the present 

Time? 

od I gave them the Option of either going to the adjacent Farm close by the 

■ Shore, and making a Village there, giving them sufficient Ground for Potatoes, 

or Emigration. They all, with the Exception of One or Two Families, pre- 
ferred to emigi'ate, and those who preferred it were located at home ; the rest 
all emigrated, with the Exception of Four Families, and out of those Four I 
think there are One or Two gone abroad since. 

2727. Is lliat Townland now put into a better State ? 

It is. I think there are only Three Families. 

272s. Is it more productive ? 

It will be. It was only last Year that we altered it. 

2729. What was the Cost of the Emigration, taking one witli another, per 
Head, of those Persons whom you assisted? 

The only Data I have are those wluch have been put in ; but the whole 
Emigration cost me 5,599/-, exclusive of Clothes, Fresh Provisions, Money, 
&-C., given by Lady Gore Booth and myself. 

27SO. Was it 4/. a Head do you think ? 

In One Vessel it was 4/. 15s. 

2731. Are you able to tell us at what Cost a Pauper is supported in the 
Workhouse of your Union? 

To give an Average is not very easy, because Sickne.ss and Fever have 
increa.sed our Expense so much lately. For example, as much as 12/. w'as paid 
one Week for Wine. It was Is. lid. a Week Three Weeks ago. 

27S2. Taking it at Is. a Week, that would be Ql. 12s. per Annum ; do you 
consider that the Emigration which has taken ]>lace ha,s diminished the Pres, sure 
upon the Rates by the Removal of so many w’ho were likely to become 
chargeable ? 

There' were very many that left my Property w’lio could have held on, if I 
may use such a Word, if the Potatoes had not failed. 

2733. Taking 
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^ 783 . Taking the Case of the Failure of the Potato Crop into account, 
were not tliere many wiiom you assisted to emigrate who otlierwise would have 
beeii burdensome to the Union '{ 

Decidedly; and if the Potatoes do not return, there are many more at tliis “'•* 
Moment who will be so shortly. 

278 ii. In those Cases, as a mere Question ofMoney, do you conceive that it 
would he an economical and a wiser Arrangement that those Parties, \vho»would 
otherwise become burdensome, should be assisted to emigrate? 

Decided!}', unless they were old People ; so much so, that the last Day I was 
at tlie Poor-house we arranged to send out Fifty Toys ami Fifty Girls to 
Australia, at the Expense of the Union. In saying that, I give the Committee 
tlie Opinion of tiic board of Guardians. 

2780. That was determined, was if. at one of the last Meetings of the Board ^ 

Yes. 

2786. Is that the first Case of the Kind? 

The first Case in our Union. 

2737. Wliat do you calculate will be the Ex])ense of that Emigration ? 

Y e calculate it will cost o/. a Head exclusive of the Governnienl Expenses, 
namely, the free Passage from Plymouth to Australia. 

273s. That 5 /. a Head then is to provide them with the Outfit required by 
the Emigration Office Rcgulatiuns, and also to provide them with a Passa-e 
from Sligo to Plymouth? ” 

Yes, 

2739. Therefore j 3 ractically, notwithstanding the fi-ec Passage, that is a more 
expensive Emigration to you than American Emigration would have been ? 

It is. 

27-I-O. Have you iiad any Opportunity yet of observing what Effect tlie 
lately passed Passengers Act and the new Laws which liave been p.issed in British 
North America have had upon Emigration, the Expense of Emigration being 
considerably increased by those Two Measures? 

The Expense being increased must prevent those who are unable to pay that 
Increase from goiiig, but every one who can afford itwill go. I know of one 
Family that could not go in consequence of the Expense, and I could not. 
afford to give them more than SI. towards it, as they were not my Tenants nor 
living on my Property. 

27-11. How long have you left Ireland? 

I left last Saturday FortniglU. 

2742. Do you think there exists the same Desire for Emigration at the present 
Time tliat existed last Year ? 

Yes, I thin k so. 

271v8. The Applications to you have not ceased? 

No ; and I should have had a great many more, but I stated last Y’’ear, as also 
to Applicants this Year, that I should not send out any more Emigrants. 

2744. Is there as great a Willingne.ss to emigrate to Australia as to America ? 

No, they like to go where their Friends are. There are very few of them 

who have not Friend-s in America. 

2745. Y'as there any great Disinclination on the Part of the Paupers of the 
Workhouse to emigrate to Australia? 

They were all willing ; we had no Right to send them against tlieir Will. 

2746. Did they require much Persuasion ? 

I believe not any. 

2747. They would have preferred going to America ? 

I believe so. 

2748 . ^ Of course that Preference will in a great Measure cease as they form 
Connexions in the Australian Colonies ? 

Yes, decidedly. 

( 4 C. 14 -.) N n 2749. Is 
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Sir 1). G. Booth, 274Q. Is not there a considerable periodical Emigration which goes on from 
Parts of Connaught to England ? 

June LSts. There js. 

2750. What Effect do you tliink the Colonial Emigration has upon the 
Immigration of Irish Paupers into this Country? Supposing 1,000 Emigrants 
are taken away from Sligo or from Mayo, what Effect would that Produce upon 
the Inwiigration of Sligo People into England ? 

The Population is so numerous in the County of Sligo that there would be 
plenty more to come. 

2751. Do not you consider that in proportion as you remove to America you 
lessen the Temptation to come to England? 

Of course that must be the Consequence. 

2752. In the well-regulated Parts of your Estate, which you set right Years 
ago, are there many who would think of emigrating to England ? 

Not any. 

2753. In the Parts which are over-populated, and where the People are in 
Distress, are there not a considerable Number who come over to England? 

Yes. 

2754. Are you an English Proprietor as well as an Irish Proprietor ? 

Yes. 

2755. Is not there a considerable Irish Population settled in the Vicinity of 
your Lancashire Estate ? 

There is. 

275G. The Application of a well-ordered System of Emigration or Coloniza- 
tion in Ireland would in your Judgment tend to limit the Overflow of Irish 
• Paupers into England? 

1 have no Doubt it would ; so much so, that before I sent out those Vessels 
with Emigrants, I applied to the Government tlirongli the late Lord Besborough, 
— I asked if Government would give me a Tract of Land in any Part of Canada 
at the Rate of 100 Acres for each Family that I sent out, or, if they would not 
give it, if they would take Payment for it by Instalments, and at what Rate, 
and also if they would permit Individuals to borrow Money for Emigration off 
the Land which was cleared in Ireland, at the same Rate and in the same Way 
in which the Drainage is conducted now. If they would give the Land to me 
in tile Proportion I have stated, I said I would send out an Agent, who would, 
take the whole of the People at once in charge, and take them to the Ground, 
and clear a Space for each Family and locate them. When I put the Two 
Questions to his Excellency, he asked me to state my Plan, and the System' I 
would go on, which I did ; he requested me to put ray Plan of Emigration and 
Colonization on Paper, which I did. I did not however hear any thing more 
from him. I suppose he lost sight of my Two Questions, and took it rather as 
a Plan for Colonization and Emigration, wliich I intended more on my own 
Account. 



2757. You have not renewed any Proposition of that Nature ? 

No. 

270S. You are aware that under the Poor Law Act of Ireland there is a 
Power of assisting in Emigration by Funds raised in a definite Proportion 
between the Landowners and the Electoral Division 5 has that been acted 
on 111 your Neighbourhood? • - 
I believe not. 



2/59. In England you are aware that there is a Power of raising Money 
upon the Security of the Rates for assisting in Emigration, which in certain 
Counties in England has been largely acted on ; should you recommend the 
Extension of a similar Provision to Ireland? 

I should. 

2760. You have spoken of Loans under the Land Improvement Act : have 
of that Description been taken in your Neighbourhood? 

Not very many j Lord Palmerston has,- and Mr. WNnne of Haslewood in the 
County Leitrim, 

2761. Have 
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2761. Have you any Idea of the Proportion that the Land for which Loans 
have been taken bears to the total Extent in Sligo ? 

I think there was very little in Sligo ; we had too much to do at the Moment. 
I had not Time on my own account to see to it. 

27f)2. Supposing tlie Case of Lands in the State of the Townland of ClifTany, 
which you described greatly over-peopled and subdivided, do you conceive 
it wmuld be practicable if a Loan were taken to apply any large and permanent 
System of Land Improvement so long as that Population continued, and that 
Subdivision were permitted to exist? 

Lord Palmerston did. 

276,3. After he had removed the People he did ; but is not the Removal of 
the Peoj)le a Condition precedent to any such Improvement? 

You might make it good Farming Land without increasing the Size of the 
Farms, but you would not gain any Advantage beyond the Quantity whicli the 
Ground would yield. 

^ 27C4. Would it be possible to carry on the Operations of Agriculture, to 
mtioduce a Rotation of Crops, or apply Manures advantageously, as long as it 
was divided into small Portions, and occupied by so vast a Population? 

I have heard some People say that you can have a Farm upon Two Acres. 

2765. Is that your own Opinion ? 

No ; I should never desire to see a Farm smaller than Twenty-five Irish Acres. 

2766. The Minimum ot Twenty-five Acres is in your Judgment what ought 
to be sought for in order to make the Condition of the Tenantry best and the 
Land most productive ? 

Yes j to let the Tenant derive a fair living Profit. 

2767. Can that be attained in the over-populated Parts of Ireland without 
first removing the People ? 

No. 

276s. Can that Removal take place otherwise than by Emigration without 
Danger to the Peace of the Country ? 

Certainly not. 

2769. Having considered the Subject practically as you liave done, have you 
any further Suggestion which you could make upon the Subject of the Appli- 
cability of Emigration to Ireland, more particularly in reference to its being 
made subsidiary to other Measures for the Improvement of the social Condition 
of the Country? 

It is my Opinion that you would require that a very considerable Number 
should emigrate from Ireland. 

2770. You think it ought to be considered upon a large Scale ? 

Upon a very extensive Scale. 

2771. Are you aware that some Parts of Connaught are perhaps the extreme 

Points in which the Population bears the highest Ratio to the Value of the 
Land ? ^ 

I am aware of that. 

2772. You are aware of course that the great Obstacle to such a Measure is 
its Expense ? 

I would suggest that, if Government would undertake that as a Measure, 
they should employ several Vessels which they have at this Moment lying 
uselessly in our Harbour, those small Forty-four Gun Frigates, which cannot be 
used in War, as Transports for those Individuals. Let the Cost be paid by a 
Rate upon the Land. Those Landlords who clioose to cause their Tenants to 
emirate can assist them in Emigration, and let the Government take the 
Aifair into their own Charge, so that the Individuals, when they get to the other 
Side, may not be left to stand in the Street. 

277s. Supposing the Possibility of applying Steam Communication, and 
thereby substituting a Passage of Eight or Ten Days in the place of a Passage 
of Forty or Fifty, you having had Occasion to make Seventy Days Provision 
for your own People, do not you think that suph a Change would greatly 

( 4 ' 6 -H.) N n 2 facilitate 



Sir R. O. Booth, 
Bart. 

2d June 1S4S. 
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facilitate Emigration, and secure also the healthy State of the Emigrant upon 
his Arrival ? 

It would ; but the Expense of Steam, I should imagine, would be much 
greater than the Expense of sending them by Government Vessels. I find 
also, in ordinary Times, that the People improved in Condition and in Health 
by going across. Some of them were very poor. There was One Individual, 
whose Letter I have here, — his Hands, as Lady Gore stated, were like a 
Woman’s, so thin and emaciated, — that Man was fat anil comfortable and got 
a good Situation when lie got aero.ss the Atlantic, and sent home 6/. tiie other 
Day, and would have paid the Passage for his Wife and Children, but thought 
it better to “ nourish ” them first for a Time. 

2774. You are aware that within a few Years that Portion of tlic Expense 
of the Constabulary which had previously been paid by the Grand Jury Rate 
has been transferred to the public Eunds ? 

Yes. 

2775. Assuming tliat the total Amount at that Time was 180,000^. a Year, 
do you think that that Sum would be better applied for the Interests of 
Ireland if it were made a Sum capable of being capitalized, and used for tlie 
Purposes of Emigration in relief of the Population of Ireland, than in being 
applied as it now is in relief of the Grand Jury Taxes from a Portion of the 
Police Tax ? 

I think it might be much more usefully applied. I should he very happy 
to pay my Share of the Police Rate, and get the Benefit of the other P'umI 
for Emigration. 

2776. You would willingly pay that Portion of the Police Rate from which 
you have been relieved, on such a Condition ? 

Of course. 

2777- Supposing a considerable Contribution were made by the Land- 
owners of Ireland to assist in the Emigration of their Tenants, always assuming 
that that Emigration is perfectly voluntary, and conducted in a Manner to be 
fairly received and acceptable to the Colony, do not you believe that it would 
also be a just Object of pecuniary Contribution from the State ? 

I do, 

2778. Do not you think it would be greatly for the Interests and Advantage 
of the Landlord to contribute largely to such an Emigration Fund for tlie 
Benefit of his Estate? 

I do. 

2779. From Information wliich yon have received from the Colonies, have 
you any Doubt that a good System of Emigration tend.s to promote the Colonial 
Interefits likewise ? 

I have not the sliglitest Doubt of it. 

2780. Then, if there are these Parties interested in this Matter, do not you 
conceive that a Contribution might fairly be assessed upon each in certain 
definite Proportions for the Attainment of a common Good ? 

I think so. 

2781. Have you any Doubt us to the different Effect upon the Consumption 
of Manufactures and Produce of England by the Irish Peasant being transferred 
to Canada, ami prospering there, instead of remaining in the Condition of 
Pauperism at home? 

I think lie would require more Comforts and Necessaries, and would so 
consume more of our Manufactures. As a Proof of that, in one of the Letters 
which 1 read the Emigrant when in America required 7/. worth of Clothes ; he 
could not liave afforded to buy 7s. worth perhaps if he had been left in Ireland. 

2782. Have you read the Papens which have been laid before Parliament, 
and which comment on your own Emigration, and have you any Observations 
to make upon them ? 

I think 1 have already proved that the Individuals sent off my Property did 
not go bj^ Compulsion, but that their Emigration was perfectly free. In the 
Report of Dr. Harding, Page 128 of the Papers relating to British North, 

America, 
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America, it is stated, “ I noticed in One Instance Sixteen Children so to be 
“ dependent, probably Grandchildren, as they were principally very young 
“ and the Man ratlier aged ; tlie Features of tliis Case rendering the Design yj 

“ of Imposition even more striking than was presented by the ‘Yeoman’s’ ' 

“ Passengers, as it also displays the heartless Ciiaracter of the Person sending 

“ them.” I-lere {prnducing the sarne) is a Copy of the List of the “ Lady 

Sale,” the Ship referred to, and a Note from the Clerk of the Custom House at 
Sligo, stating that it is a correct Copy, and so tlir is the Statement I have read 
. from being true that there is no Case of any Family amounting to the Number 
stated. 

2783. Therefore that Statement is unfounded ? 

It is. 

27s 1. Was tlie Emigration which took place such as to be well described in 
this Correspondence ? 

No. In the last Voyage of the Asolus the Individuals are stated to liavc been 
in a most miserable Condition. They were, on the contrary, all well clothed 
by Lord Palmerston’s Desire before they sailed. 

2780. Are yon aware of that ? 

I am, for my Chaplain was on board when they were about to sail, and he 
stated to Mr. Maxwell, Lord Palmerston’s Agent, that if he did not take their 
old Clothes from them they would put them on again to make themselves look 
as miserable as possible on the other Side. But I know that they were clothed. 

One Woman went from my Estate, and she showed to Mr. Jeffcott the new 
Shoe.s which she had got from Lord Palmerston. 

27SO. Can you produce any Document or refer to any Statement which will 
illustrate further your Declaration that the Emigration was purely voluntary? 

I can. I wrote to the Reverend Mr. Patrick O’Gara, the Roman Catholic 
Clergyman of my Parish, as fo!low.s : “ Dear Mr, O’Gara,— I shall be much 
“ obliged if you will let me know if any of your Flock were sent off by me 
“ last Year to St. .John’s N.B. by Comjiulsion, and if so I should like to'hear 
“ their Names.” His Answer is this : “ Dear Sir Robert,— I feel great Pleasure 
" in .stating that the Emigration of your Tenants was perfectly voUintary, and 
“ Truth commands me to say that they were all well clothed, well fed, and 
“ were supplied with good Bedding at your Expense, and that the deepest 
“ Concern for tiieir Welfare was manifested by Lady Gore and yourself I 
“ may also add that her Ladyship supplied the moat distressed with Monies 
" to be expended by them in St. John’s until they could procure Employment. 

“ The unremitting Anxiety thus manifested for the Well-being of the Emigrants, 

“ as well as the feverish Sympathy invariably exhibited by her Ladyship and 
“ yourself in behalf of the Famine-, stricken Poor who were so munificently 
“ relieved without religious Distinction, has .secured for you and your Farailv 
“ a very large and enviable Amount of sincere Affection. It must be a Source 
“ of Consolation to you, that whilst other Landlords were flying the Country 
“ through Apprehension of personal Peril, you were deeply rooted in the 
“ Affections of a grateful Peasantry, and enjoyed all tlie Comforts of domestic 
“ Happiness without any Apprehensions whatever.” 

2787. Would it have been possible for yon to have made the Efforts which 
you iiave done for the Relief of your People by means of Emigration if you 
had been .solely dependent upon your Irish Estates? 

Certainly not. 

2788. Therefore your Exertions there have been supported by the Property 
which you possess in England applied to the Improvement of your Tenantry 
and Property in Ireland ? 

I have been obliged to borrow Money upon my English Property for it. 

2789. If you had not had that English Property you would not have been 
able to do what you have done ? 

No. ■ 

(46.1‘t.) N n 3 [Sir 
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[Sir R. Gore Booth afterwards delivered in the following Papers at the 
Request of the Committee.] 



].— Sir R. Gore Bootli’s Imports of Grain ; showing the Loss sustained by him on the Transaction. 

2. — Cost of gratuitous Relief given by Sir R. G. Booth. 

3. — Private Suhscriptions intrusted to Sir R. G. Booth in addition. 

4. — Recapitulation of total Relief given. 



The Reverend William Jeffcott in Account Current %vith Sir Robert Gore Booth 
Bart., for Deead Stuffs imported and Relief administered during the Years 1846, 
1847, and 1848. 



1 Tens, cu/ts, qr 


Ws 




£ 




d. 


£ 




d. 


54 


0 


0 


0 


Bread Stuffs bought at the Comrais- 














54 


0 


0 


0 


sarlat Stores at Sligo 
Sold at 12f. 16s. 8d. per Ton 


693 


0 


0 


695 


0 


0 
















Bought, of Robert'Culbertson, Sligo : 














12 

19 


0 


0 


0 


Oatmeal at 18f. per Ton 


'mr 


- 


- 


216 


0 


0 




■ 






•t' 






















Bought of John O’Connor, Sligo; viz. 














10 


0 


0 


0 


Whole Flour at 18f. per Ton 








180 


0 


0 










50 Barrels, fine Flour 








S2 


13 




2 


4 


0 


0 


Rice at 26f. per Ton 


. 


- 




57 


4 


0 


3 


0 


0 


0 


Pease Meal at 17/. 10s. per Ton 








52 


10 


0 










8 Bags for ditto at Is. 6d, each - 








0 


12 


0 


4 


0 


0 


0 


Whole Flour at 26/. 15s. per Ton 








107 


10 


0 










40 Bags for ditto at Is. 6d, each 


- 






3 


0 


0 


10 


0 


0 


0 


Whole Flour sold at 18/. per Ton - 


ISO 


0 


0 
















.50 Barrels of Flour 


82 


13 










2 


4 . 




0 


Rice at 26/. per Ton . - - 


57 




Q 








3 


0 






Lease Meal at 17/. 10s. per Ton 


.52 


10 


0 








4 


0 




0 


Wliolc Flour at 26/. 15s. per Ton - 


107 10 


0 


















479 17 


7 
















Loss on Bags 


12 


0 
















Bought of James Harper, Sligo, 50 


483 


9 


7 


483 


9 


7 


4 




























Bartels fine Flour at 44s. 6d. per 
Barrel - - - . 








111 






8 


15 


0 
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Bought of John M'Cartliy, Sligo, 






















100 Barrels of Honr &ii3s. '6d. 
per Barrel ... 


- 






217 


10 




20 


0 


0 


0 


Whole Hour at 21/. 11s. Sd. per Ton 


. 






430 




0 


31 


10 


0 
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Bought of George Tait, Sligo, Oat- 
meal at 26/. 10s. per Ton 








803 


10 


0 


4 


7 






Bought of J.Foley, Sligo, 50 Barrels 




















of Flour at 44s. 6d. per Barrel - 






. 


115 






1 


0 


0 




Ditto of Pease Meal at 20/. per Ton 








20 






70 


0 




0 


Carriage from Sligo at 4s, per Ton - 
Weighing and selling, &c. at 2s. Gd. 








14 


0 


0 










per Ton - . . 








8 


15 


0 


70 


0 




0 


Bread Stuffs sold for fmcluding all 








1,721 


0 












Expenses of Sale, &c.) 


1,721 


0 


0 


=s.= 




98 


19 




26 


Indian Com bought of Peter O’Con- 






















nor, with Charges, at 12/. per Ton 








1,196 


13 


0 










Carriage from Sligo at 4s. per Ton - 
Paid Mr. Martin for grinding, at tijc 






- 


19 


16 


0 










Rate of 1/. 2s. 6d. per Ton 








111 




6 


















1,327 10 












Loss on Grinding 1 per Cent. 
Weighing and selling, &c. at 2s. 6d. 








12 


0 


0 










per Ion ... 








12 


7 


6 


98 


9 


1 26 


Indian Corn Meal, sold at 16/. per 








1,3.52 


























































Gain ... 


2.32 ' 


7 2 
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25 0 0 0 Indian Corn (ex Swift) bought of 
John O'Connor, with Charges, 
at 13^. per Ton - - . 

Carriiige from Sligo at 4s. per Ton 
Paid for grinding, 1 1. 2s. 6d. per Ton 
Loss on grinding i per Cent. 
Weighing and selling, &c. 



Sir If. a. Boalli, 
Burt. 



Gtli August - I 25 0 0 0 I Indian Corn Meal sold at 15/. n 
Ton - - . 



li October 17 15 0 0 Indian Corn Meal bought of Green 
Bank Mills, in 142 Sacks, at 3Ss. 
per Sack 

Bought H'2 new Sacks for ditto 
Carl-hire from Sligo at 4s, per Ton 
Weighing and selling, &c. at 2s. 6il. 
per Ton ... 



17 15 0 0 Indian Corn Meal sold at the Rate 
of Hi. 2s. Gn/. per Ton 



28tli October 1 21 8 



2 18 Indian Corn Meal bought of Glon 
and Anderson, in 200 Loads, at 
32s. 6d. per Load 

200 new Sacks for ditto at l.». 6d. - 
Cart-hire from Sligo at 4«. per Ton 
Woigliing and selling, &e. at 2s. Gd. 
pnr Ton 



0 Bouglit of John M'Call, Glasgow, 
.30 Bavrcla of Flour, ut 35s. nor 
Barrel 

Cart-liirc from Sligo at 4s. per Ton 
Weighing and selling, &c. at 2s. (Id. 
per Ton 



10 14 1 4 Indian Corn Moal bought of Glen, 
Anderson, and Co., Liverpool, in 
100 Loads, at 33s. por Load 
100 new Sacks Ibr ditto, at l.s. *fd. - 



9 19 2 10 Indian Corn Meal bought of Glen, 
Anderson, and Co., in 93 Loads, 



93 new Sacks for ditto 
Cart-hire from Sligo at 4s. per Ton 
Weighing and gelling, &c. at 



0 2 2 0 Fine Flour bought of Alexander 
Mill tmd Co., Liverpool, in 70 
Barrels, at 27s. Gd. pur Barrel - 

0 12 0 0 Pease Meal bought of ditto, and 

Cart-liire from Sligo at 4s. per Ton 
Weighing, &c. at 2s, 6d. per Ton - 
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MINUTES or EVIDENCE BEPORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



.Vi)' It G. Booth, 
Bart. 

Etl June 





Tout. ( 






lbs. 




£ 




d. 


£ 


s. 


d. 




4 


7 


2 


0 


Fine Flour bought of John M‘Call 
























and Co., in 50 Barrels, at 33r. per 








82 


10 


0 












Carriage from Sligo, at 4s. per Ton 








0 


17 


0 












Weighing, Ikc., at 2s. 6rf. per ion - 








0 


10 


U 


1847: 


















83 


17 


'll 
























2d January ■ 


4 


7 


2 


0 


Flour bought of M‘Call and Co. in 






















50 Barrels, at SSs. per Barrel 








90 


7 


6 












Charges, &c. - 








1 


7 


H 




















91 


15 


i| 


4th January 


1 


12 


0 


0 


Pease Meal bought of Alexander 






















Mill and Co. • 








30 


8 


0 












16 new Sacks for ditto 








1 


6 


0 












Charges and Carriage, &c. 








0 


8 


9 




















, 32 


2 


9 












Total - - 








1,054 17 


7 




61 


16 


2 


16 


Bread Stuff sold, including Ex- 
























penses, &o. &c. 


1 1,054 17 


7 








4th February 


30 


0 


0 


0 


Wheat Meal bought of Alexander 














25 


0 


0 


0 


Mill and Co., at 18h per i'on 
Barley Meal bought of ditto, at 177 








540 


0 


0 














per Ton 








425 


0 


0 












Weighing and Carriage, &c. 








17 


17 


6 


15th February 


8 


15 


0 


0 


iU(J Barrels ot tine i'Jour bought ot 






















l-'onkerton and Co., and shipped 
























in Scourge, at 41s. per Barrel 








208 


14 


0 












Bought of Penkerton and Co. 142^ 
























liolls ot Wheat, at SSs. per Boll • 








271 


4 


6 












Charges, &e. - - - 

Lighterage - - 








11 


11 


(i 


















5 


J4 


2 




















1,480 


1 


8 












Chargee, &c. ... 


1,480 


1 


8 










18 15 


0 


0 


White Pease bought of Alexander 
























Mill and Co. ... 








271 


17 


6 




18 


15 


0 


0 


White Pease sold at 87. per Ton 


150 


0 


0 










3 


15 


0 


0 


Bought of Alexander Mill and Co. 
























82 Bolls of Sicilian Beans, at 
31<. Scf. per Boll 








50 
















New Sacks for ditto 
















3 


15 


0 


0 


Beans bought of ditto 








54 


8 


9 




















I 105 17 1 


16th April - 


215 


15 


0 


0 


Per Brig Mazeppa from New York, 
























in 8,630^ Bushels, Indian Corn, 
at 4s. per Busiiel ... 
























Commission Saeksand Cliargeson do. 


. 






240 


10 














Freight and Primage ou ditto 


. 








0 














Expenses in Sligo, Carting, &c. 
Discount for Tiiree Months, with 








12 


0 


0 












Stamp - 
























Insurance ... 








44 


6 


8 




202 


17 


3 


18 


Disposed of to Lord Palmerston, 
























Mr. Duke, and Mr. Wynne, at 
137. per Ton - - . 


2,637 


12 












12 17 


0 


10 


Put into Store on account of Sir 
























llobert Gore Booth, and sold at 
87. 10s. per Ton 


109 


5 


3 




















2,746 


18 


OT 


3,168 


7 


10 












Loss on Cargo of Mazeppa 




421 ' 


19 9 
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1847: 

19 th May 



3d June - 



6th July - 



( 46 . 14 ..) 



Tona.ciets. tbs, 
Shipped 
423 14 0 O 



delivered 
314 19 2 24. 

16 4 2 26 



211 13 2 0 
shipped. 



48 10 3 6 
151 9 2 21 



349 320 



150 000 
199 3 2 0 



SOO 700 



120 0 0 0 
64 0 0 0 
40 0 0 0 
76 7 0 0 



Per Brig Mancliest.er from New 
York 16,948 Bushels, at 3s. 5d. 
per Bushel ... 
Freight and Primage 
Insurance - . . 

Discount and Stamp for SixMotths 
Carting, weighing, and delivering in 
Sligo - - . 

Disposed of to Lord Lorton and 
other Gentlemen, at 13Z. per Ton 
Put into Store, and sold at ] 37. 



Gain on Cargo of Manchester 

Indian Corn imported, per General 
Taylor, New York, 8,467 Bushels, 
at 3i. 6d. per Bushel 
Charges and Commission 
Freight and Primage 
Insurance 

Discount and Stamps 
Weighing, carting, and delivering, 

&c. - - . . 

Disposed of, at 13f. per Ton 
Put into Store, and sold at 87. per Ton 



Loss on General Taylor 

Indian Corn, pcrBar(jueLoontinc,in 
13,967 Bushels, at l.s. per Bushel - 
Freight, Primage, and Dues 
Insurance - - . 

Discount and Stamps 
Weighing, carting, and putting to 
Store ... 
Lighterage from Pool, at 3s. 6d. per 
T on . . . 

Disposed of, at 97. 10s. per Ton - 
Ditto at 87. 10s. per Ton 



Loss on Barque Leontine ■ 

Loss on Cargo orWoshington 
Insurance on Ditto 



Indian Corn, purchased from Alex- 
ander Mill and Co. (ex Endian- 
tress), at 127. L2s. per Ton 
By Interest of Money 
Lighterage, at i<s. per Ton - 
Laljouv and Carnage in loading and 
unloading, &c. &c. 

Sligo Dues • - . 

Storage to Redmond Bruen 

Sold at 157. per Ton 

Ditto at 117. per Ton - , 

Ditto at 97. per Ton 

Ditto at 87. per Ton 



Loss on Indian Corn, perEncLantress 

Oo * 



5. d. 


£ s. d. 




2,895 5 8 




1,260 15 0 




112 11 3 




84 6 8 




22 10 0 


4,094 16 3| 




991 1 6^ 




5,085 17 10 


4,375 9 3 


710 


8 7 




1,441 17 9 


- 


110 14 9i 


. 


918 0 10 




67 16 4 




32 6 8 




17 6 8 


631 0 5i 




1,211 14 6 




1,842 14 11^ 


2,588 2 111 


■ 745 


8 Oi 




2,793 8 0 




1,686 13 11 




67 16 4 


- 


44 16 6 




25 10 0 


- - - 


61 11 6 


1,425 0 0 




1,692 19 9 




3,117 19 9 


4,679 16 3 


- 1,561 


16 6 


. 1,624 


17 6 


117 


10 0 


1,742 


7 6 




3,784 8 2 




10 16 4 




60 0 0 




12 6 8 


- 


9 2 4 


* • 


2 15 0 


1,800 0 0 




704 0 0 




360 0 0 




610 16 0 




3,474 16 0 


3,878 8 6 


- 404 


12 6 



Sh- R G. Booth, 
Bari. 

2d June 1848. 
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S<J Feb. - 
9tliFeb. • 
2Sd Feb. - 
4t!i March 
28th March 



I5th July 



5 15 
8 H 



4 10 0 
17 10 0 



Indian Corn, per Rover, at ISI. per 
Ton - • - 

Ditto - ditto at 151. per Ton 
Ditto - ditto at 151. ditto 

Ditto - ditto at 15l. ditto 

Ditto - ditto at 15/. ditto 

Ditto - ditto at 15/. ditto 

Freight per Rover, at 30«. per Ton 
Carriage from Sligo, at 4s. per Ton 
Weighing and selling, &c. at 2s. 6d. 1 
perTon 



Sold at 16/. per Ton 

Loss on Indian Corn, per Rover 



24 0 0 0 
24 0 0 0 

16 0 0 0 
60 0 0 0 



76 0 0 
24 0 0 



Indian Corn from A. Bern and Co., 
per Ship Yeoman, at IS/, per Ton 
Expenses in unloading Yeoman with 
Boats and Carts, &c. &c. 
Commission, Discount, &c. &c. 



Sold at 1.8/. per Ton 

Rese.rved in Store at IS/, per Ton - 

Indian Corn from H. M. Ship An- 
dromeda, per Rose, in June, in 
220 Sacks, at 10/. 10s. per Ton - 
Ditto, per Catlieriue of Newry, in 
680 Sacks, at 10/. 10s. per Ton - 
Charges in unloading and Labour, 
with Watchmen, &c. &c. 



Reserved in Store, at IS/, per Ton - 
Brought down from Yeoman, as 
reserved in Store; making 100 
Tons, at 13/. per Ton 



130 10 0 
86 5 0 
130 10 0 
60 0 0 
67 10 0 
262 10 0 
73 14 6 
9 16 0 



4 16 0 
3 14 5 



168 0 0 
630 0 0 
6 12 6 



804. 12 6 



1847: 1 


Tont- etuis. 


yrs. 






£ 


s. d. 


d s. 




4th May | 


45 4 


1 


4 


Seed Oats, q‘ in 211 Quarters, from 


















Alexander Mill and Co. 




. 














New Sacks for ditto 




_ 






6th May 


27 12 


3 


0 


Seed Oats bought of ditto, In 129 


















Quarters, at 52.?. dd. per Quarter 




. 








6 8 


3 


8 


Seed Oats bought of Mr. Corquo- 


















dale, q‘ 30 Quarters 




. 






12th May 


12 13 


2 


8 


Seed Oats, q' 80 Quarters, bought 


















of Alexander Mill and Co. 












10 14 


1 


4 


Ditto bought of ditto 












69 0 


0 


0 


Ditto bought of ditto 






1,023 15 






50 10 


0 


0 


Ditto bought of ditto 


. 










, 19 10 


0 


0 


Ditto bought of ditto 


- 




288 15 












Barley, bought of Farmer Glen, con- 


















tained 23 Quarters 


- 














0 


Wheat bought of Alexander Mill 


















and Co. in 140 Loads 




_ 














454 new Sacks - . 


















Freight, per Rob the Ranter, Re- 


















becca, &c. - . . 


















Carriage and Labour 


. 
















Paid Clyde Shipping Company for 


















attending Scourge 




■ ■ 


82 18 


0 


i 








To Amount ot Oats and Bariev 


















given by Sir Robert to bis Te- 


















nantry - 


893 


6 6 














Received by Mr. Jeffcott for Oats. 


















Barley, and Wheat 


4.74 


8 Si 














Loss on Seed Oats, Barley, 


















and Wheat 




2,573 11 0^ 
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RECAPITULATION. 



Tons, ciois. qrs, lbs. 
.5<t 0 0 0 

12 0 0 0 

19 4. 0 0 

70 0 0 0 

S3 19 I 26 

25 0 0 0 

17 15 0 0 

61 16 2 26 

G3 1,5 0 0 

18 15 0 0 

7 10 0 0 

215 15 0 0 

'123 14 0 0 

211 13 2 0 

S49 320 
.300 0 0 0 

300 7 0 0 

49 3 0 0 

48 10 0 0 



2,584 13 1 0 



Prom whom r^edved. 


At 




Sold for 


Sain. 




£ s. 


d. 


£ 










Commissariat 


693 0 














11. Culbertson ... 


216 0 














John O’Connor 


483, 9 


7 










Harper and Co. 


1,721 0 


0 












Peter O'Connor 


1,532 4 


0 


1,584 










John O’Connor ... 


369 4 


6 


375 


0 








Green Bank 


250 14 


H 


250 14 








Glen, Anderson, and Co., &e. - 


1,054 17 


7 










Alexander Mill and Co. 


1,480 1 


s 












Ditto ... 


271 17 


6 


150 










Ditto 


105 17 


1 












Maaeppa ... 


3,168 7 


10 










Manchester 


4,375 9 


3 


5,085 17 








General Taylor 


2,588 2 lU 










Leoiitine ... 


4,679 16 


3 












Washington ... 


1,742 7 


6 












Enchantress • - - 


3,878 8 


6 


3,474 










Rover ... 


826 18 


6 












Yeoman ... 


6S8 10 


5 












Andromeda 


804 12 


6 


804 


12 


6 


- 






30,881 0 


0 


26,488 


9 


5L 


948 11 


3 














Loss 




Seeds, Oats, &c. 


3,941 5 10 


1,367 


14 


9i 






■ 


34,822 5 


10 


27,856 




2| 


S48 11 


3 






£ s. d. 
3 12 0 



121 17 6 
105 17 1 
421 19 9 

745 8 0^ 
1,561 16 6 
1,742 7 6 
404 12 6 
40 10 0 
14 10 5 



4,214 0 0 
2.573 11 Oi 



Gratuitous Relief administered by Sir Roreiit Gore Booth Bart, and Lady Gore 
Booth, during the Year 1847. 



Prom December 1846 to May 184.7. 

To Broad given extra to Labourers and their Families, in addition 
to Wages, and Soup and Porridge - - - . 

To Bread given poor People in the Lands - _ . 

To whole Flour and Jnclian Corn Meal to ditto - - - 

To Expenses of Four Soup Kitchens from December 1846 to Mav 
1847 ... - - . . 

Erecting Two Ovens, at 17Z. each - . . 

To building House for Oven, and repairing a Second House 
for ditto - . - . . 

To creeling Four Boilers, at 6/. each - _ . 

To Bread given Passengers on board Ship “ iEolus” 

To 0 Tons 10 Cwt. Indian Meal for ditto, at 17/. per Ton 

'To Q Tons Oatmeal for ditto, at 26/. per Ton - . . 

lo 1 ’ion 10 Cwt. whole Meal for ditto, at 22/. per Ton - 
To 10 Barrels of Flour for ditto, at 44s. per Ton 
To Bread for “ Yeoman ” - - . I . 

To Bread to “ Scourge ” - - . . _ 

1st October. 

To 4 ’Jons Indian Meal for Ship “ iEoliis,” at 13/. per Ton 
To 2 Tons wlidlc Flour lor ditto, at 21/. per Ton 
To 1 Ton 1 0 Cwt. Oatmeal for ditto, at 22/. per Ton 
To Poor ill Bailintreilidc - - _ - . 

To Clothing and Blanheiiiig given by Lady Gore Booth to 
Emigrants • - . . . 

Lady Gore Booth to Emigrants - - . , 

' Subscriptions lo Lissadell, Carney, and Rossinver by Sir II. G. B. 
Ditto to Ballymote Electoral Division, by Sir 11. G. B. - 
, Ditto, by Dnnation, Lady G. B. 

Turnip, Paisnip, and Carrot Seed and Flax Seed 



s. d. 

430 5 9- 
10 0 0 
24 0 0 

750 0 0 
34 0 0 

32 0 0 

24 0 0 
6 13 4 

59 10 0 
52 0 0 

33 0 0 
22 0 0 

6 10 a 
3 6 8 

52 0 0 
42 0 0 
33 0 0 
68 0 0 

140 0 0 
10 0 0 
395 10 0 
100 0 0 

25 0 0 
75 0 0 



Sir RG. Booth, 
Bart. 

2d June 1848. 



.^’2,427 1;5 9 

* These were doubled by Government. 



( 4 - 6 . 14 .) 
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Sir H. G. Booth, 
Bart. 

2i! June 184;8. 
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Gratuitous Helibt by Lady Gore Booth’s Friends. 

Through Richard Calridge of Etori) to Lady G, B. 

Captain O’Brien, to Miss Gore Booth 
A. Monteath, Esq', to Lady G. B. 

Mrs. Fitzroy - 

Lady Dunraven - - ■ 

Lady Adarc - 

Lord John Russell, to Lady Gore Booth 
Captain Wellesley - - 

Henry Gore Booth, Esq. - - ■ 

Ditto, about - - - - 



General Recapitulation. 



Loss on Bread Stuffs, Seed Oats, &c. 
Paid for Emigration 
Gratuitous Relief as per Sheet 



Gratuitous Relief by Lady Gore Booth’s Friends 
Given by Government, doubling Subscriptions, about 





s. 


d. 


. 480 


0 


0 


10 


0 


0 


50 


0 


0 


.5 


0 


0 


5 


0 


0 


2 


10 


0 


- 100 


0 


0 


10 


0 


0 


33 


0 


0 


40 


0 


0 


685 


10 


0 


sS s. 


d. 




- 6,787 11 






- 5,599 0 


0 




- 2,427 15 


9 




14,814 6 


n 




685 10 


0 




15,499 16 


9i 




495 0 


0 




15,994 16 


91 





The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Tuesday next^ 
Two o’clock. 
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Die Mortis, 6° Jwnii 1848 . 



The LORD MONTBAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. 



THOMAS WILLIAM CLINTON MORDOCH Esquire called in, and , 
examined as follows ; 

2790. YOU are Chief Commissioner for Land and Colonial Emigration ? 

2791. You had previously served the Public for a considerable Number of 
Years at the Colonial Office? 

I entered the Colonial Office in 1826. I was upwards of Twenty-one Years 
there. 

979^' You had also some Canadian Experience as connected with Lord 
Sydenham’s Government ? 

I was Three Years in Canada. I went out as Secretary to Lord Sydenham. 

2793. In all these Positions, have you had occasion to consider the Question 
of Emigration practically ? 

In all of them I had a good deal to do with Emigration. 

2794'- Have you read over the Evidence which was given by your Predecessor 
in your present Office, Mr. Elliot ? 

I have. 

2795. Have you also read the Despatch from Lord Grey to the Governor in 
British Nortli America, in relation to the Provisions which he recommended to 
be made, in order to guard against a Renewal of the Distress which existed in 
the Emigration of last Year? 

I have. 

2796. Will you have the goodness to state to the Committee what the 
British North American Colonial Laws were in relation to the Burdens on 
Emigration, anterior to the late Changes, say, in the Year 1847? 

In the Colonies of Canada^and New Brunswick there was a Law imposing a 
Tax of 5s, a Head upon every adult Emigrant arriving. Eor the Purposes of 
this Law,. Three Children under Seven and Two between Seven and Fourteen 
were counted -as One Adult. 

2797- Who paid that Tax ? 

It was paid virtually by whoever paid the Passage of the Emigrant j it was 
charged in the Price of the Passage. 

2798. Eor what Purpose was that appropriated ? 

In Canada it was appropriated to the Relief of Emigrants, and to assisting, 
thern to proceed up the Country. In New Bruswick it was not appropriated at 
all, it went into the general Revenue.. 

2799. _ Elad it not been made the Subject of frequent Expostulation from the 
Emigration Agents- and from the Government, that whereas in the Colony of 
New Brunswick a Tax was imposed on' the Emigrants,, that Tax was not 
appropriated for Emigration Purposes? 

It had there had been frequent Remonstrances on the Subject. 

2800. Were there any extra Charges imposed upon Emigrants who went 
into Quarantine ?- 

None. 

(.46.15..),* O o 3. 2S0L. Were 



Evidence on 
Colonization from 
Ireland. 

T. W. €■ Murdoch; 
Esq. 

6th June 1848. 
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T. W. C. Murdoch, ogOl. Were there any Restrictions other than those contained in the 
^ Passengers Act which were imposed on the Shipping Owners? 

Gth June ISIS. None. 

2802. Will you have the goodness to explain to the Committee what were 

the Recommendations contained in Lord Grey’s Despatch? 

Lord Grey, assuming that the Emigrant Tax would remain the same as 
before, viz. 5s., recommended that it should be doubled on Vessels placed 
in Quarantine for more than Purposes of Observation ; that if such Vessels 
should be detained in Quarantine so long that this double Tax would not 
defray their Expenses, those Expenses should be charged on them provided 
they should not exceed ll. per Head ; that Security should also be given for 
Emigrants likely to become chargeable within a Twelvemonth, or that such 
Security should be commuted at the Rate of 10^. a Head; that double Tax 
should be imposed on Vessels arriving after the 1st of September, and treble 
Tax on Vessels after the 1st of October. 

2803. Were these Recommendations intended to guide the Legislatures in 
a permanent Law or a temporary Law ? 

IjDrd Grey recommended that any Act that might be passed to carry out his 
Suggestions should be limited to Two Years. I conceive that all Legislation 
at the present Moment must be of a temporary Nature, and experimental to a 
certain Extent. 

2804. Having stated what was the Law anterior to any Change, and what 
were the Recommendations given by the Colonial Secretary, will you have the 
goodness to state what the Law is which has been passed both in Canada and 
in New Brunswick ? 

In Canada the Emigration Tax has been raised from 5s. Currency to lO^. 
Currency. In the Case of Emigrants arriving after the lOtli of September it 
is raised to 20s., and after the 30th of September it is raised to 80s. An addi- 
tional Charge of 2s. 6d. is levied for every Emigrant on board for every Three 
Days during which the Ship may be detained in Quarantine except for Purposes 
of Observation, provided that the whole additional Rate so charged shall not 
exceed 20s. In New Brunswick and Nova Scotia the Tax is raised from 
5s. to 10.«. in all Vessels arriving between the 1st of April and the 1st of 
September, and on Vessels arriving between the 1st of September and the 
1st of October it is increased to 15s., and after the 1st of October to 20s. 
An additional Rate is charged for Emigrants on board Ships placed in Quaran- 
tine of 5s. a Head, and if the Ships be detained in Quarantine more than Ten 
Days a furdier Sam of 5s. 

2805. Can you state now in what respect the Canadian Law differs in excess 
over tlie Recommendation of Lord Grey? 

The following Table will show it. 





Proposed by Lord 
Grey. 


Enacted by the 
CanadianLegislature. 


Tax - , - - 


5r. 


10s. 


Ditto after 10th September 


10s. 


20s. 


Ditto after 1st October 


15.t. 


80s. 


Ditto on Vessels placed in Qua- 
rantine. 


10s. to 20s. 


2s. Gd. for every 
Three Days, not 
to exceed in all 
20s. 


Ditto on Emigrants likely to 


Security for One 


Security for One 


become chargeable. 


Year, or 10s. 


Year in 20/., or 






20s. 



280G. Are there any other Regulations in the Colonial Acts wliich operate 
as throwing an increased Difficulty upon Emigration ? 

In the Canadian Act there is a Clause which is likely to cause a good deal 
of Difficulty to Masters of Vessels. The Fifth Clause makes it imperative on 
the Masters ofShips to report on Arrival to the Customs Officer, tlie Name and 

Age 
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Age of all the Passengers on board, and to designate all such as shall be lunatic 
idiotic, deaf and dumb, blind, or infirm ; stating also whether they are accom- 
panied by Relations likely to be able to support tliem ; and to designate also all 
Children, not Members of any Emigrant Eamily on board, or Widows having 
Families, or Women without their Husbands having Families, with the Names 
and Ages of their Children, under a Penalty of 5l. for every Passent^er 
omitted. . ° 

2807. Do you think a Compliance with that Enactment is practicable on 
the part of the Masters of Emigrant Ships ? 

I should think it is impossible. 

2808. And yet if that which in your Judgement is impossible is not performed, 
a severe Penalty is inflicted by that Act on the Master ? 

It would amount to a very heavy Penalty. 

2809. Independently of its Impracticability, are you not aware that ' a very 
considerable Portion of the Emigration to British ^i^orth America takes place 
with Funds remitted to the Emigrants by previous Settlers, who save their 
Money and send it over to bring over their Children or their Parents when 
being themselves in a Position to support them ? 

A very large Portion of the Emigration takes place in that Way. 

2810. Is that Case provided for under the Act which you have read, or 
would not those Parties come under the Principle of being aged or young 
Persons, without anybody accompanying them responsible? 

The Clause I have read only requires that a List should be given in, desig-’ 
nating those Persons. There is a further Clause which requires a Security to 
be given that Persons shall not become chargeable. 

2811. Will you read that Clause? 

The Sixth Clause requires the Master of a Passenger Ship to give a Bond 
•with Two sufficient Sureties in the Sum of 20L, conditioned to save the Province 
from Expense for the Space of One Year, on account of any Passenger who on 
Arrival may be reported by the Medical Superintendent at the Quarantine 
Station likely to become permanently a public Charge, provided that in lieu of 
giving such Bond the Master may relieve himself by the Payment to the 
Collector of 20s. Currency for each such Passenger so reported. 

2812. Is there an analagous Clause in the New Brunswick Act? 

No ; the New Brunswick Act has no Clause to that Effect. 

2813. Do you not think that that Clause in itself will impose a very severe 
Liability upon the Shipowners, or a very heavy Commutation if the alternative 
of Commutation is resorted to ? 

I do not think the Clause is objectionable on that Ground, because it only 
saves the Colony from an Expense which the Colony cannot fairly be expected 
to bear. 

2814. Does it not amount to an Insurance against Sickness and Chargeabllity 
for a Period of Twelve_Months, respecting which it must be utterly impossible 
for the Master of a Ship to form any well grounded Anticipation, as to what 
may be the Circumstances of the Emigrants? 

Its Effect would depend of course upon the Discretion with which it is 
carried into execution. I-apprehend that the Medical Superintendent would 
not report any Emigrant as liable to become “permanently a public Charge,’- 
unless there' was every Reason for supposing that it would be so. 

281-5. Is there not some analagous Enactment to the one you have now 
described ill the Laws of the.United States? 

In the State of New York. In the State of New York a Bond is taken, or a 
Commutation of One Dollar or Five Shillings is paid as Insurance against an 
Emigrant becoming chargeable within the first Two Years. 

2816, Therefore the Commutation in New York, a foreign and independent 
State, is less than the Amount which is imposed, in our own Colony as against 
the Emigrants coming from British Territories ? 

It is but One Fourth. 

(46.15.) 0 0 4 2817. Have 
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2817. Have these Acts been disallowed? 

No; they have not been disallowed by the Crown, they came into Operation 
at once on their being enacted in the Province ; they had no suspending Clauses. 
But the Secretary of State has recommended the Amendment of tiie Canadian 
Law, in respect to the Lists to be delivered by the Masters of Vessels under 
the Fifth Clause, and in respect to the Amount of Commutation for possibly 
chargeable Emigrants. 

2818. Is not a Power vested in the Governor to reserve Acts for the Pleasure 
of the Crown ? 

Yes. This Act was not reserved. 

2819. Are there any other Provisions in the lately passed Colonial Acts 
respecting Emigrants, to which you think the Attention of tlie Committee 
should be directed ? 

I think there are none of any considerable Importance beyond those that I 
have read. 

2820. Can you lay before the Committee the State of the Law in the United 
States of America, li^ew York and Boston, to enable the Committee to compare 
that State of the Law with the Colonial Laws in British North America? 

By the Acts of Congress, dated 22d February and 2d March 1847, which 
govern Emigration in every Port of the United States, the Space allowed for 
each Passenger on board Ship is Fourteen Square Feet instead of as in our 
Law Twelve Square Feet ; an Excess of Twenty Passengers causes tlie 
Forfeiture of the Vessel. The Regulations in respect to the Berths, the 
Height between Decks, and Matters of that kind, are the same as in the English 
Acts. All Penalties are Liens on the Vessel ; and every Child reckoned as a 
Passenger, instead of as in our Act Two Children under Fourteen being 
reckoned for One. By the New York Act a Tax of Half a Dollar is imposed as 
Hospital Money; and a Commutation of One Dollar is imposed as Security 
against Chargeability for the first Two Years. In Boston the Tax is Two 
Dollars but last Year an Act was passed which required a Bond of 1,000 
Dollars to protect the State for Ten Years from the Chargeability of Emigrants. 
This Law amounted of course to a virtual Prohibition of Immigration. 

2821. Was that commutable? 

No ; it was a Tax of l,000 Dollars absolutely. 

2822. Taking the New York Law, and comparing it with the Canadian Law, 
which presses the hardest on the Emigrant and on the Shipping? 

The Canadian Law undoubtedly ; the whole Charge under the New York 
Law is 7$. 6d, 

2828. WLat increased Charge do you conceive to have been first put upon 
Emigration between the United Kingdom and British North America, in 
consequence first of the Colonial Laws which have passed, and next the 
Alterations in the Passengers Act which have been made in the present 
Session ? 

It would be very difficult to give a precise Estimate, because the Amount of 
the Charge depends upon many Circumstances which it is scarcely possible to 
foresee, and which are not the same in all Ships. 

2824. Have you had Reports made to you from Out-ports of the Progress of 
Emigration from Time to Time? 

I have got Returns of the comparative Emigration of 1847 and 1848. 

2825. From those Returns are you enabled to infer whether the increased 
Charge, or other Circumstances, have led to any considerable Variation in the 
Number of Emigrants in the present Year, as compared with the last ? 

The whole Number of Emigrants from the Ports at which we have Agents in 
the present Year is considerably less than in the last Year ; the Number of 
Emigrants to the United States is rather more, but the Number of Emigrants to 
Canada is very much less. 

2826. How is it with regard to the Years before tlie last? 

I have not got the Returns, but I will procure them and put them in. 

2827. Arc 
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2S27* Are the Committee then to conclude that where the increased Charge T.W. C. Murdoch 
on the Emigrant has been the greatest, namely, in British North Araerica» there 

is a Reduction on the Number of Emigrants, but in the United States, that there r., t 

the proportionate Number of Emigrants has augmented? ‘ ' 

Certainly ; but the absolute Emigration has decreased on the whole very 
much. 

2828. Do you couple the Alterations of the Proportions which you have 
described as between British North America and the United States with the 
different Rate of Charge to which the Emigrant has been subjected by the new 
Law ? 

I have no Doubt that the Decrease is very much to be attributed to the 
Difference of the Laws. 

2829. Supposing those Laws to continue relatively the same, have you any 
Doubt that the Effect of those Laws will be to direct and divert the Stream of 
Emigration from the Dominions of the Crown in British North America 
towards the United States? 

It would at any rate have the Effect of sending the Emigration through the 
United States Ports, though probably a large Proportion of those who entered 
the United States would pass into Canada through the Western Parts. 

2830. Are you able to state what would be the Difference of Expense 
between the passing of the Emigrants up the St. Lawrence, and from the 
St. Lawrence up to their general Country of Settlement, Canada West, and 
the passing them by the Erie Canal from New York to the same Destination? 

The Expense from Quebec to Hamilton would be about 29s., but I have no 
Means of giving the Expense of passing through the United States. 

2831. The Colonial Acts to which your Attention has been called are not 
permanent Acts? 

No ; the Canadian Act is limited to Slst December 1849 and the End of the 
next Session. The New Brunswick Act is for Two Years. 

2832. Are you aware whether Measures have been submitted to Congress 
upon the Subject of providing better Ventilation and providing for the Health 
of Passengers ? 

In the Newspapers an Act has recently been passed by Congress for that 
Purpose, of which I now put in a Copy. 

The following Document is delivered in : 



An Act to provide for the Ventilation of Passenger Vessels, and for other Purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That all Vessels, wlietiier of the United States or any other 
Country, having sufficient Capacity, according to Law, for Fifty or more Passengers (other 
tliaii Cabin Passengers) shall, when employed in transporting such Passengers between the 
United States and Europe, have on the upper Deck, for the Use of such Pasgengei-s, a 
House over the Passage Way leading to tlie Apartment allotted to such Passengers below 
Deck, firmly secured to the Deck or Combings of the Hatch, with Two Doors, the Sills of 
which shall be at least One Foot above the Deck, so constructed that One Door or Window 
in such House may at all Times be left open for Ventilation ; and all Vessels so employed, 
and having the Capacity to carry One hundred and fifty such Passengers or more, shall 
have Two such Houses ; and the Stairs or Ladder leading down to the aforesaid Apart- 
ment shall be furnished with a Handrail of Wood or strong Rope : Provided nevertheless, 
Booby Hatches may be substituted for such Houses in Vessels having Three permanent 
Decks. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every such Vessel so employed, and having 
the legal Capacity for more than One luindred such Passengers, shall have at least Two 
Ventilators, to purify the Apartment or Apartments occupied by such Passengers; one of 
which shall be inserted in the after Part of the Apartment or Apartments, and the other 
shall be placed in the forward Portion of the Apartment or Apartments, and one of them 
shall have an exhausting Cap to carry off the foul Air, and the other a I'eceiving Cap to 
carry down the fresh Air; which said Ventilators shall have a Capacity proportioned to 
the Size of the Apartment or Apartments to be purified, namely, if the Apartment or 
Apartments will lawfully authorize the Reception of Two hundred such Passengers, the 
(46.15.) F p Capacity 
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T. W. C.Murdach, Capacity of sncli Veiuilatovs shall, each of them, be equal to a Tube of Twelve Indies 
Esq. Diameter in the Clear, and in proportion for larger or smaller Apartments, ami all said 

■ Tentilatoi's shall rise at least Four Feet and Six Inches above the upper Deck of any such 

fith June 184y. Vessel, and be of the most approved Form and Construction : Provided, that if it shall 

appear, from the Report to be made and approved, as provided in the Seventh Section of 

this Act, that such Vessel is equally wll ventilated by any other Means, such other Means 
of Ventilation shall be deemed and held to be a Compliance with the Provisions of this 
Section. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That every Vessel carrying more than Fifty such 
Passengers shall have for their Use on Deck, housed and conveniently arranged, at least 
One Camboose or cooking Range, the Dimensions of which shall be equal to Four Feet 
long and One Foot Six Inches wide for every Two hundred Passengers, and Provisions 
shall be made in the Manner aforesaid in this Ratio, for a greater or less Number of 
Passengers: Provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall take away tlie Right 
to make such Arrangements for cooking between Decks if that shall be deemed desirable. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all Vessels employed as aforesaid shall have on 
board for the Use of such Passengers at the Time of leaving the last Port whence sudi Vessel 
shall sail, well secured under Deck for each Passenger, at least Fifteen Pounds of good 
Navy Bread, Ten Pounds of Rice, Ten Pounds of Oatmeal, Ten Pounds of Wheat Flour, 
Ten Pounds of Peas and Beans, Thirty-five Pounds of Potatoes, One Pint of Vinegar. 
Sixty Gallons of fresh Water, Ten Pounds of salted Pork, free of Bone, all to be of good 
Quality, and a sufficient Supply of Fuel for cooking; but at Places where either Rice, 
Oatmeal, Wheat Flour, or Peas or Beans cannot be procured of good Quality, and on 
reasonable Terms, the Quantity of either or any of the otlier last-named Articles may be 
increased and substituted therefor ; and in case Potatoes cannot be procured on reasonable 
Terms, One Pound of either of said Articles may be substituted in lieu of I'ive Pounds of 
Potatoes; and the Captains of such Vessels shall deliver to each Passenger at least One 
Tenth Part of the aforesaid Provisions weekly, commencing on the Dav of sailin"; and 
daily at least Three Quarts of Water and sufficient Fuel for cooking ; and’ if the Pasaenf>-crs 
on board of any such Vessel in Which the Provisions, Fuel, and Water herein requTred 
shall not have been provided as aforesaid, shall at any Time be put on short Allowance 
during any Voyage, the Master or Owner of any such Vessel shall pay to each and every 
Passenger who shall have been put on short Allowance, the Sum of Three Dollars for 
each and every Day they may have been on such short Allowance, to be recovered in the 
Circuit or District Court of the United ‘States : Provided nevertheless, and nothing liereih 
contained shall prevent any Passenger, with the Consent of the Captain, from' furnishing 
for himself the Articles of Food herein specified, and if put on board in good Order it 
sliall fully satisfy the Provisions of this Act so far as regards Food : And provided furtlier, 
that any Passenger may, also with the Consent of the Captain, furnish for himself an 
Equivalent for the Articles of Food required in other and diiferent Articles; and if, 
without Waste or Neglect on the Part of the Passenger or inevitable Accident, they prove 
insufficient, and the Captain shall furnish comfortable Food to such Passengers during the 
Residue of the Voyage, tliis in regard to Food shall also be a Compliance with the Terms 
of this Act. 



Sec. 5. And be it further enacted. That the Captain of any Vessel so employed is 
hereby authorized to maintain good Discipline and such Habits of Cleanliness amoiiff 
such Passengers as will tend to the Preservation and Promotion of Health; and to that 
end he shall cause such Regulations as he may adopt for this Purpose to be posted up 
before sailing on board such Vessel, in a Place accessible to such Passeuivergj (jud slinll 
keep the same so posted up during the Voyage; and it is hereby made the Duty of said 
Captain to cause the Apartment occupied by such Passengers to be kept at all Times in .a 
clean, healthy State; and the Owners of every such Vessel so employed are required to 
construct. the Decks and all Parts of said Apartment so that it can be thoroughly cleiuisod- 
and they shall also provide a safe convenient Privy or Watercloset for the exclusive Use 
of every One hundred such Passengers ; and when the Weather is such that said Passeniiers 
cannot be mustered on Deck w'ith their Bedding, it shall be the Duty of the Captain of 
every such Vessel to cause the Deck occupied by such Passengers to be cleaned with 
Chloride of Lime or some other equally efficient disinfecting Agent, and also at such otlicr 
1 lines as said Captain may deem necessary. 

Sec. 6 . And be it further enacted, That the Master and Owner or Owners of unv 
such Vesse so employed, which shall not be provided with, the House or Houses over the 
I assage Ways as prescribed m the first Section of tins Act, or with tlic Ventilators as 
prescribed m the Second Section of this Act ; or with the Cambooses or Cooking Ranges 
with the Houses over them, as prescribed in the Third Section of this Act, shall sevevtllv 
forfeit and pay to the United States the Sum of Two lumdred Dollars for each and 
FiSS'^‘"? to conform to the Provisions of each of said Sections, ami 

Fifty Dollai s .or each and every Neglect or Violation of any of the Provisions of the Fifth 
Section ol this Act to be recovered by Suit in any Circuit or District Court of tlie United 
States within the Jurisdiction of which the said Vessel may arrive, or from wiiich it may 

be 
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be about to depart, or at any Place witliin the Jurisdiction of such Courts,' wlierover the T. W. C.Mtirdoch, 
Owner or Owners or Captain of such Vessel may be found. Esq. 

Sec. 7. And be it fui'ther enacted, That the Collector of the Customs at any Port in „ t ic:a 

the United States at which any Vessel so employed shall arrive, or from which any such 

Vessel shall be about to depart, shall appoint and direct one of the Inspectors of the 

Customs for such Poi-t to examine such Vessel, and to report in Writing to such Collector, 
whether the Provisions of the First, Second, Third, and Fifth Sections of this Act Imvo 
been complied with in respect to such Vessel, and if such Report shall slate such Compli- 
ance, and be approved by such Collector, it shall be deemed and held as conclusive Evidence 
thereof. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the First Section of the Act, entitled “An Act 
“ to regulate the Cai-riage of Passengers in Merchant Vessels,” approved February Twenty- 
second Eighteen hundred and forty-seven, be so amended that when the Height or Distance 
between the Decks^of the Vessels referred to in the said Section shall be less than Six Feet 
and not less than live Feet, there shall be allowed to each Passenger Sixteen clear superfi- 
cial h eet on the Deck instead of Fourteen as prescribed in said Section ; and if the Height 
or Distance between the Decks shall be less than Five Feet, there shall be allowed to each 
Passenger Twenty-two clear superficial Feel on the Deck; and if the Master of any such 
Vessel shall take on board his Vessel in any Port of the United States a greater Number 
of Passengers than Is allowed by this Section, with the Intent specified in said First Section 
of the Act of Eighteen hundred and forty-seven, or if the Master of any such Vessel shall 
take on board at a Foreign Port, and bring within the Jurisdiction of the United States, 
a greater Number of Passengers than is allowed by this Section, said Master shall be 
deemed guilty of a Misdemeanor, and upon Conviction thereof shall be punished in the 
Manner provided for the Punishment of Persons convicted of a Violation of the Act 
aforesaid; and in computing the Number of Passengers on board such Vessels, all 
Children under the Age of One Year at the Time of Embarkation shall be excluded from 
such Computation. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That this Act shall take effect, in respect to such 
Vessels sailing from Ports iu the United States, in Thirty Days from the Time of its 
Approval; and in respect to every such Vessel sailing from Ports in Europe, in Sixty Days 
after such Approval ; and it is hereby made the Duty of the Secretary of State to give 
Notice, in the Ports of Europe, of this Act, in such Manner us he may deem proper. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That so much of the First Section of the Act entitled 
“An Act regulating Passenger Ships and Vessels,” approved March Second, Eighteen 
hundred and nineteen, or any other Act that limits the Number of Passengers to Two for 
every Five Tons, is hereby repealed. 

Approved, May 17th, 1848. 

The "Witness is directed to witj^draw. 



ROBERT CARTER Esquire is called in, and examined as follows j R- Carter, Esq. 

28SS. WHEN the Committee had the Advantage of your Testimony last 
Year, you stated that your Attention had long been directed to the Question of 
Emigration. Has your Attention been so directed to that Question since the 
Period of your last Examination ? 

Yes, it has. 

SSSE You are aware of the Alterations, both by Imperial and Colonial Acts, 
which have been subsequently made in the Laws respecting Emigration and 
Emigrant Ships? 

I am. 

2835. You have heard the Evidence just given by Mr. Murdoch with 
respect to the direct Enactments contained in those Law.s ; are there any 
Observations, supplemental to bis Evidence, which you wish to make 
respecting these Facts? 

No ; the Evidence which has been given by Mr. Murdoch is quite in 
accordance with my Understanding of those Laws, 

2836. What Effect have those Alterations produced upon the Course of 

Trade ? ' 

As regards the Trade of London the Committee are no doubt aware that 
Emigration to North America is very trifling from this Port, compared with 
■what it is from Liverpool and Ireland. The. Effect of the Alteration of the 
Laws is I think clearly shown by our Experience, although upon a very limited 
(46.15.) Pp2 Scale 
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Scale. Wfe have this Year despatched Four Ships with Emigrants ; the first 
Ship was at a reduced Price from last Year. The Price having been raised last 
Year, in consequence of the high Price of Provisions, at the Commencement 
of this Year we again reduced it 10s. per Head. 

28 S 7 . At what Period did that Ship sail, and was that Reduction of Passage 
Money made anterior to the Change of the Law, or subsequently ? _ 

The first Ship sailed on 5th April, and the Reduction was made previously 
to any Alteration of the Law. 

2838. On what total Price was the Reduction of 10s. per Head made? 

The Price la.st Year, including Provisions, was 5l. 15s. to Quebec ; the Price 
in the first Ship this Year was 51. 5s. 

2839. Have there been made any Variations in the Prices of Passage subse- 
quent to the Reduction of 10s. per Head you have mentioned? 

The Consequence of that Reduction in Price was that the first Ship, winch 
sailed on the 5th of April this Year, had her full Complement of Passengers, 
198. The next Ship, which sailed on the Srd of May, had only Seventy-six 
Passengers. 

2840. To what do you attribute that Falliug-ofF? 

In the meantime, in consequence of the Alterations in the Passengers Act at 
home, 10s. was added to the Price of the Passage; and in consequence of our 
understanding that Laws were under Discussion in the Colony, with the Result 
of which we were not then acquainted, wc added, as a Commutation of Charge 
for additional Emigrant Taxes expected to be imposed by the new Law, lOs*. 
for each Person of whatever Age. 

2841. That would raise the Passage Money to 61. 5s. ? 

The 51. 15s. is per Statute Adult; the additional 10.?., in consequence of 
the Charge in the Colonial Act being for every Passenger, is received also on 
each Head; and therefore it is more than 61. 5s, per Statute Adult. The exact 
Amount depends, of course, upon the Number of Children. The following 
Ship sailed on the 17 th of May and had Sixty-seven Passengers ; and the lust, 
which is now just about to sail, has Forty-three only. 

2842. These Ships are not exclusively Emigrant Ships, hut carry Cargoes ? 

All our Ships carry Goods as well as Passengers. In the corresponding' Siiips 

oflast Ycar'our Prices weresHgher than ih former Year.s, and they went nearly 
at the same Dates as in this Year. The Inrst Ship carried 140 Passengers ; the 
Second Ship carried 147 Passengers 5 the Third Ship carried 163 Passengers ; 
and the Fourth Ship carried 101 Passengers. 

2843. Do you attribute this Falling-off in the Number of Passengers to the 
altered Charge, or are there any other Circumstances to wlfich you can more 
especially refer it? 

The restrictive Clauses in the Passengers Act at home, the restrictive 
Clauses in the Colonial Act, and the increased Charge upon Emigrants in the 
Colony. 

2844. What Effect do you think this will produce upon the Canadian Trade 
in Branches beyond the mere Question of Emigration ; liow will it affect the 
Home Freights, for instance ? 

I am not of opinion that the Freight of Emigrants affects the Home Fi'eights 
materially. At all Times a Number of Ships go out in Balla.st for Timber 
Cargoe.s, and the Homeward Freights by those Ships regulate those in Ships 
carrying Emigrants. The principal Difference that it make.s i.s that a better 
Class of Ships are sent out to the Colonies to take out Emigrants than would 
otherwise go merely for the Purpose of bringing back Timber, 

2845. You liave heard Mr. Murdoch describe the Difference of Charge upon 
Emigrants to tlie United States from that which is imposed upon Emigrants to 
the British North American Colony. What Effect do you think will ensue 
from that Difference of Charge ? 

The Charge in New Y^ork has been recently reduced, while ours has been 
materially increased. Formerly in New York there was an Hospital Tax of 

One 
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One Dollar per Head; in addition to which the Chambcrlam of the City had 
the Power either to require a Bond from the Captain, with Security, that none 
of the Passengers should become chargeable within Three Years to the Funds 
of the City oi- to take a Commutation (by Agreement with the Captain), which 
varied from One Dollar to Ten Dollars per Head. Recently the Hospital Tax 
has been reduced from One Dollar to Half a Dollar, and the Bond has been 
dispensed with, and a fixed Commutation of One Dollar taken in lieu of the 
Option of a Bond or of a Commutation ranging from One Dollar to Ten 
Dollars. The necessary Consequence of the Reduction in the one Case and 
the large Increase in the other must be that of sending the Emigrants principally 
to the United States in preference to our own Colonies. 

2846. Have you any Correspondence with New York ? 

Not upon this Subject. 

2847. Have you heard of any Complaints being made at New York with 
respect to the Inadequacy of the Protection which their present Laws in 
relation to Emigrants afford as against the landing of Emigrants inconsistent 
with the Well-being of the State ? 

I have seen a Correspondence with a Friend of mine from a very intelligent 
Merchant in New York upon that Subject, who in his Letter speaks of getting 
introduced into Congress some Measure for regulating Emigration to the United 
States, which probably has reference to the Draft of the Bill put in by 
Mr. Murdoch. 

2848. But you are not apprized of the Provisions of that Measure, nor can 
you tell whether it has passed into a Law ? 

I am not aware. I may add there is now great Objection on the Part of 
)Shipowners generally to take Emigrants at all under the Colonial Act; and I 
have very recently had an Instance of a Ship of 800 Tons Burden, and only 
One Year old, V'hich sailed Yesterday from Liverpool to Saint John, New 
Brunswick, in Ballast, belonging to Correspondents of mine in New Brunswick, 
which we should have sent out with Emigrants but that we received positive 
Instructions from the Owners, in consequence of the restrictive Law, on no 
account to allow her to take Emigrants, and I believe the same Cause operates 
with other Shipowners to prevent tlicir entering into the Emigration Trade cit all. 

2840. Will it not be exceedingly difficult for Shipmasters to comply with all 
those Regulations ? 

It will be impossible for some of those Regulations to be literally complied 
with. 

2850. And therefore the Masters would expose themselves to Penalty for 
not complying with Regulations which it is almost impossible for them to comply 
with ? 

Yes. There is a very heavy Penalty in the Case of Lists to be given in ; the 
Penalty is, I believe, 5l. for each Name which is omitted. 

2851. The Diminution of your Emigration from last Year to the present 
Year is from 551 to 384 ? 

Those were the gross Numbers in the Four Ships each Year. But in order to 
show the Effects of new Laws passed in England and in Canada it will be 
necessary to state the Numbers separately. The first Ship this Year, before 
the new Laws took effect, had 198 against 140 by the correspoifding Ship of 
last Year ; while the Three Ships this Year to which the altered Laws were 
applicable had only 186 against 411 by the Three corresponding Ships of last 
Year. I should explain that in all those Figures I am giving..the Number- of 
Statute Adults, (that is, counting the Children of One to Fourteen Years of 
Age as Two to One, and omitting Infants under.Twelve Months old,) and not 
the total Number of Souls, which would be about One Third more. 

2852. Have you any Reason to believe that the Disposition of the People 
who emigrate is less during the present Year than in the antecedent Year ? 

I have no Reason to suppose so. From general Causes I should suppose 
there would be a greater Desire to emigrate, as it is always found that when 
(46.15.) PpS there 
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there is Distress in the Country there is more Desire for Emigration to the 
Colonies. 

2853. Are the Emigrants which go in your Ships principally English 
Emigrants ? 

Entirely English. 

2854. You are also cognizant of the Irish Emigration as a general Question 
afFecting Shipping ? 

Yes, I am. 

2855. Have you any Doubt that the poorer the Country the greater will be 
the Discouragement cast upon the Emigration, and the greater the Difficulty 
produced bj any excessive Charge? 

Unquestionably. The Increase which I state of about \l. would tell much 
more heavily in Ships going from Ireland than in those from London, as the 
Rate of Passage from Ireland is much lower. The Increase of Charge on 
Emigrants from Ireland roust be at least U. on ,50s. or 60s., while here it is 
11. on 5l. The Ratio of Increase is much greater in the Case of the Irish 
Emigrants. 

2856. Your own Experience being mainly at the present Time in the Port of 

London, have you any Doubt that the Evidence you have given, subject to the 
Variations which arise from the Differences between Port and Port, would in 
Principle apply to the whole Shipping concerned, as well as to the ShinDinir of 
the Port of London? ^ 

I think it will apply in a imiclt greater Degree to Liverpool and Ireland, for 
the Reason that the increased Charge is so much greater with reference to the 
total Amount paid for Passage Money. 

2857. The original Charge being smaller ? 

Yes. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



, Then THOMAS WILLIAM CLINTON MURDOCH Esquire rvas again 
called in, and further examined as follows : 

2858. CAN you furnish the Committee with any Table, showing the Pronres-s 
of Emigration since the Returns that were made officially in the course of the 
last Year? 

I can furnish Tables showing the Emigration during the present Year 
compared with the Emigration during the same Period in 1846 and 1847 In 
the 6rst Three IWonths, ending 31st March 1§46, the total Emigration 'from 
Great Britain and Ireland was 14,97^, in 1847 it was 38,347, in 1848 it waci 
38,232. In the Month of April 1846 the total Emigration was 29,293 in 
1847 It was 53,340; in 1848 it was 36,497, In April 1846 tlie Emigration to 
United States was 14.278, in 1847 it was 22,202, in 1848 it wm 25 705 
Jo British America, the Emigration in April 1846 was 14,422, in 1847 if’ 

Decrease takes place. 

In the Month of May 1846 the total Emigration was 21,33 k in 1847 it 

To the United States the total EraiEration 
m May 1846 was 13,254, in 1847 it was 18,029, in 1848 it was 22,672 To 
Bntisli North America in May 1846 it 7,760, in 1847 it was 31,188. in 1848 
It was J,8dd. 

The Witness delivers in the following Document : 
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2859. To what Cause do you attribute that Falling-off, and above all the 
altered Proportion between the Emigration to the United States and British 
North America ? 

There can be no Doubt that it is mainly attributable to the recent Colonial 
Laws, and especially to the Uncertainty under which our Vessels must sail as 
to the Amount of Tax chargeable on each Emigrant, which, of course, would 
induce the Owners of Vessels to charge the Maximum. 

2860. You are in communication with the Emigration Agents throughout 
the United Empire? 

We are. 

2861. Have you received from them any Intimation which would lead you 
to apprehend that there was less Desire for Emigration on the part of the 
People this Year than there was last Year ? 

At the Beginning of the Year the Information we received led us to believe 
there would be a very large Emigration. After the Canadian and New Bruns- 
wick Acts became known we received Intimation that the Emigration to those 
Colonies would probably be inconsiderable. 

2862. But not arising from any Disinclination on the part of the Class of 
I’ersons who would be disposed to emigrate ? 

No ; but arising from the State of the Law and the increased Expense. 

2863. Then you have no Reason to believe that the Emigration to the 
Australian Colonies would be more limited ? 

It is very much increasing. 

2864. Is that in any measure consequent on the decreasing Emigration to 
more Northern America? 

The Persons who emigrate to the Australian Colonies are quite a different 
Class } they are a much better Class of Persons generally. 

2865. Do' you not connect that Superiority with the Fact that the Australian 
Emigration is, practically, a selected Emigration, over which you, as the 
Agent of the_ Government, are enabled to exercise a Control, whereas the 
American Emigration is wholly uncontrolled ? 

The Emigration to the Australian Colonies is always a selected Emigration. 

2866. In the event of its being considered expedient, either from local or 
from general Sources, to give any Assistance to Emigration from the United 
Kingdom, do you not. think it would be wise and just to accompany such 
Assistance with the Application of tlie Principle of Selection ? 

Undoubtedly it would be right to apply a Principle of Selection; but, of 
course, if the Assistance is given otherwise than by Parliament, there is a very 
considerable Difficulty in applying the Principle, because those who give 
Assistance consider that they have a Right also to nominate Emigrants. 

2867. Assuming that it came from either local or general Funds, regulated 
or raised by Parliamentary Authority, and administered through the AidV the 
Government, do not you consider that it would be wise and just to apply 
the_ Principle of Selection^ to those who received that Aid, although free 
Emigration was still left to its own discretionary Exercise ? 

It would, undoubtedly, be well to apply the Principle of Selection. 

2868. Supposing the Principle of. Selection were applied ; do you not 
consider that that Emigration would be much more beneficial to the Colony 
than the Principle which is now in use ? 

A selected Emigration must always be more beneficial to the Country that 
receives the Emigrants than an indiscriminate Emigration. 

_ 2869. Then supposing it formed Part of a general Plan that the Colony 
Itself were to contribute, under certain Restrictions, towards the Expenses of 
tlie Emigrant, do not you conceive that it would be peculiarly requisite to 
apply the Principle of Selection there where the Colonial Funds were in anv 
Shape applied for such a Purpose ? ^ 

Undoubtedly, if the Colonial Funds are applied for the Purpose, the Colony 
acquires a Right of specifying what Description of Emigrants it will receive. 

2870. That 
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2870. That practicaliy is the Principle upon which the Selection is supplied 
to the Australian Emigration at the present Time? 

It is. 

2871. Can you give Returns of the Progress of Australian Emigration since 
the last Returns which were before the Committee of last Year? 

I can furnish the Committee with those Returns 5 I have not got them 
prepared, but I can state from Memory very nearly what is the P/ogress of the 
Emigration which is now going on to Australia. In the Month of August 
last, the Colonial Office received Information that the Colony of New South 
Wales would be able to appropriate 100,000/. towards Emigration in the coarse 
of the present Year. Ihe Colonial Emigration Commissioners received in 
consequence Instructions to take up Emigrant Ships. Previously to the 1st 
January last only Four Ships were despatched to New South Wales; since 
that lime there will have been despatched to that Colony, up to the 30th of 
June, Eighteen more Ships, Twenty-two Ships in all, which will have carried 
out about 4,600 Statute Adults. Between the 1st of July and the 31st 
of December we pro^se to send out to New South Wales Thirty-four more 
Ships* or if we can Thirty-six, Six a Month, but we do not expect in the 
Harvest Months to be able to send so many. These Ships will carry at the 
Rate of about_20() Statute Adults each ; so tliat to New South Wales wo shall 
iiave sent out in the Course of Fifteen Months Fifty-six Ships, which will have 
carried about 11,000 Statute Adults, equal to between 14,000 and 15,000 Souls. 
Besides that we are carrying on an Emigration to South Australia, and in the 
same Period we shall have sent out to South Australia Twenty-three Ships, 
which we expect will take out about 5,000 Statute Adults, equal to about 6,500 
Souls. We have also at the same Time sent out Three Vessels to the Cape, 
which took out a small Number, about 500 People. Altogether we expect to 
have sent out, .in the Fifteen Months, Eighty-two Ships, 

2872. And about 20,000 Persons ? 

Yes. 

2873. Have you had any Difficulty in finding Emigrants ? 

At first, when the Emigration recommenced, the Emigrants did not offer so 
freely as e wished ; but at the present Moment they offer very freely indeed. 

2874. l^as that the Case in Ireland ? 

We g.t a considerable Number from Ireland in the first instance; in fact 
our first Three Ships were filled almost exclusively from Ireland. 

2875. Are you enabled to furnish the Committee, in the Return which you 
propose giving in with respect to Australian Emigration, the Number of Emi- 
grants from Ireland and from Great Britain ? 

I shall be able, I believe, to distinguish them. 

2876. Has there been any Care taken with respect to the Proportion of the 
Sexes in Emigration ? 

M e never send out single Men without sending out a corresponding Number 
of single Women ; and, as much as possible, we keep up the Proportion. I 
believe the Women rather preponderate. 

2877* Are you cognizant of an Instance which appears to have lately taken 
place of a Ship going out with a Number of Girls ? 

A Ship has just sailed, sent by us with Girls from Ireland. 

2878. Will you have the goodness to explain whether any Arrangements 
are now pending between the Colonization Commissioners and the Poor Taw 
Commissioners, or the Irish Government, with respect to the Shipment of such 
young Persons from the Workhouses of Ireland? 

When we received Instructions to recommence Emigration, it of course 
became necessary to consider how we could get the largest Number of eligible 
Emigrants. We have always had a great Number of single Men offer, but 
we have hitherto been unable to take them, because we were unable to balance 
them with an equal Number of single Women. Shortly after the Emigration 
recommenced we were informed that there were a Number of young Women 
in the Workhouses in Ireland, Orphans, who had been brought up at the 
public Expense, young Women of good Character, who would be well fitted 
(46.15.) Qq' fy,. 



T. W. C. Murdoch, 
Esq, 

6th Juno IStS. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



T. W.C., Murdoch, for domestic Service, and would be willing to emigrate. We accordingly sub- 
mitted to Lord Grey a Proposition that we should be allowed to take these 
6tij JuiiT'jsts Women, sending them out in Ships by themselves, under the Care of 

' Matrons and proper Persons to see that they conducted themselves well, and 
that they should be put under the Protection of the Governor of the Colony 
when they arrived, and should be provided with Situations. Lord Grey 
approved of the Plan, the Poor Law Commission in Ireland agreed to it, 
and the Poof Law Unions generally have adopted it ; and we sent out last 
Week the first Ship, containing ahout 195. 

S879. Was that Ship sent from Plymouth ? 

Yes. 

2880. Was the Expense to Plymouth defrayed at the Charge of the Irish 
Unions? 

The Expense to Plymouth was defrayed at the Charge of the Unions. It 
was one of the Conditions of the Emigration that tho Unions should pay the 
Expense of bringing the Emigrants to the Place of Embarkation, 

2881. And providing for their Outfit according to the Regulations ? 

Yes. 

2882. Are you aware how much that has amounted to per Head ? 

We calculate that the Outfit costs about 5l. per Head. What was actually 
spent by the Irish Unions J am unable to say ; probably less, because the 
Clothes would be made up in the Union itself. The Expense of Transport 
from Belfast to Plymouth was 20y. 

2888. Have you obtained from your excellent Emigration Agent at Ply- 
mouth. any Report upon the State and Appearance and Condition of these 
Girls ? 

We have not yet received a Report from him; but one of my Colleagues, 
Mr. Rogers, went down to see the Emigrants, and he returned this Morning, 
and gave a very favourable Description indeed of them. 

2884. What was the estimated Cost of the Passage from Plymoutli to 
Australia? 

It would generally be about 147 a Head. 

2885. Something less than the Cost of the Passage of Men ? 

No ; there is no Difference. , 

2886. You are aware- that the Mode of Education in the Workhouses in 
Ireland is, for the present, confined almost exclusively to in-door Work ? 

So I have understood. 

2SS7. By an Alteration which has been made in the Law, and which is 
now in progress, it is proposed to give to the Children, in the Workhouses 
some agricultural Knowledge as well as literary Instruction, so as to improve 
them in Farming, and to teach the Girls- the Use of the Dairy, and Work of 
that Description. Do you not conceive that that Alteration will greatly 
improve the Character of these Children as Emigrants in our Colonies ? 

It will no doubt make them much more valuable Emigrants, 

2888. In the Evidence given by Mr. Elliott, he states, that “there is an 
“ extensive Agency spread all over the Country to advertise for Emigrants, to 
“ inspect the People, and ascertain their Character and Qualifications.” He is 
then asked, “ How many Emigrant Agents for that Purpose have you in 
“ Great Britain? — Seventy-six.” “How many similar Agents have you in 
“ Ireland? — In Ireland the Business is managed in the Way wliich has 
“ been found most effective in the South and West of England, from whence 
“ the greatest Emigration proceeds. It is managed, not by having a great 
“ many Agents acting directly under the Board, but by employing a central 
“ Agent, who chooses his own Machinery for procuring People.” " Arc you 
“ aware what Machinery lie selects for that Purpose? — He emplo}'s Sub- 
“ Agents.” Can you inform the Committee whether the Emigration Agents 
which Mr. Elliott describes, and states to have been numerous, still exist and 
are acting ? 

No Alteration has been made in them. 

2889., How 
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2889. How are they paid? 

They are paid by the Agent himself ; we have nothing to do -witli Sub- 
Agents. 

2890. The Agents in England? 

The Agents in England are paid by Fees on the Emigrants who are accepted ; 
the Fees are 10s. for a single Man, 15s. for a single Woman, 30s. for a married 
Couple. 

2891. Is that Fee paid by the Emigrant, or is it paid by the Office ? 

It is paid out of the Australian Funds. 

2892. You have not found it necessary to have any Payment of that Descrip- 
tion with respect to the Irish Emigrants ? 

We pay our Agent in Ireland the same Fee. 

2893. Have you the same Agency ? 

We have but One Agent ; upon any Irish Emigrants we obtain through him 
we should pay tlie same Fee. 

2894). Have you found that there was a greater Desire for Emigration in 
Ireland than there is in England ? 

Practically I believe our Irisli Australian Emigration has come veiy much 
through those who are immediately interested in the Emigrants,— through Land- 
lords and others. 

28Q5. Do you not conceive that that Step has in itself the Advantge that 
you can impose a stricter moral Responsibility upon those who recommend, and 
that you have within your own Power, in case the Recommendation is abused, 
the Power of Punishment, by withholding any Credit to the Recommendation 
in future ? 

I scarcely think that there would be much greater Advantage in that way, 
because whatever Advantage we gain in that way we lose perhaps from the 
Want of the Experience which our Agents have of the Description of Ernigrant 
that is most useful. 

2890. But, on the other hand, how can One single Emigration Agent in 
Ireland, residing in Dublin, perform the Duties which you contemplate on 
•his behalf, unless all the Emigrants are brought up to one central Point, and 
have afterwards the double Expense of being transmitted to Plymouth or 
elsewhere? 

He performs the Duties very much through his Sub-Agents, who arc 
•responsible to him ; and of course if they procured for him any Emigrants who 
were not eligible, and they were sent back, he would have to bear the Expense, 
and he would not get the Fee. 

2897- Who would be the Party on whom you would rely for sending back 
any Emigrants found to be non-eligible? 

We have an Officer at Plymouth specially commissioned to put the Emi- 
grants on board, and he would reject any Emigrants who are ineligible. 

2898. Have you had many Cases of such Rejection ? 

Very seldom ; it very seldom happens, but we have had such Cases. 

2899. Have you practically had many more Applications for Emigration 
from Ireland, (to which the Attention- of the Committee in the Order of 
Reference is specially directed,) than you have had the Means of satisfying? 

We have had a great many more Applications from Ireland than -we have 
had the Means of satisfying. 

2900. Why have you not had the Means of satisfying them ? 

Because we are taking the Australian Emigration from each Part of the 
United Kingdom in proportion to the Population. Of course, the Funds being 
limited, we can only take in ail a certain Number, and, -therefore, we can only 
take a certain Proportion of Irish. 

2901. Is not the Consequence of that Rule, either the Necessity of assuming 
that all Parts of the Country are equally eager and equally stand in need of 
Emigration, or else, that by. determining the Ratio of Emigration, not in 

(46.15.) Q q 2 reference 
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reference to the Wants and Desires for Emigration, but according to the mere 
Proportion of the Population ? 

It is of course a very rough Rule, but it is perhaps the only Rule we can 
adopt. We have no l^ifficulty in obtaining Emigrants from all Parts of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland. 

2902. But at the Time you found it necessary, with respect to 'British Emi- 
gration, to establish so large a System of Agency as that which was described 
'W Mr. Elliot, and to appeal to the Parties by Advertisement and by oral 
Explanations on the Subject, was there not clearly less Disposition on the 
Part of the British Population to emigrate than the Irish ? 

Undoubtedly. Last Year there was less Disposition. 

2903. Did not the Sub-Agents find it necessary to address the People at 
public Meetings to explain to them the Advantages of Emigration in order to 
induce them to emigrate ? 

It was the Case in many Instances. They were obliged to call Meetings, 
and lecture upon Emigration. 

290'1). You have never found any such 'Necessity in Ireland ? 

Never. 

2905. Can you state the Expense of the Sub-Agency in both Parts of the 
Countiy?. 

They are no Expense to the Public, either to the Australian Colonies or to 
this Country, because the Fee is paid only on the Emigrants themselves, and 
that is paid to the chief Agent ; we have nothing to do with Sub-Agents. 

2906. The Question refers to the Number of Persons who have been 
employed, of whom Mr. Elliot spoke ; can you give an Account of their 
Remuneration ? 

Yes. 

2907* And the Fund from whence that proceeded ? 

Yes. 

2908. Have you any Reports or any Information to give, supplementary to 
the Evidence or last Year, in relation to the Disease which prevailed among the 
Emigrants ? 

We have received very full Accounts of the Sickness that prevailed among 
the Emigrants last Year. The Emigration to Canada was divided as follows; 
English 8508, Irish 70,065, Scotch 3,453, German 7428. The Emigration to 
New Brunswick was 17,074 , almost exclusively Irish. In Canada the Mortality 
on the Voyage and in Quarantine among the English Emigrants was 1*00 
per Cent., of the Germans 1-26, of the Scotch 3-12, of the Irish 10-49. The 
Deaths among the Liverpool Passengers, who were almost exclusively Irish, 
were equal to 15-39 per Cent. The Deaths among the Cork Passengers were 
equal to 18 -73 per Cent. 

2909. Can you state what was the Mortality as affecting other Passengers 
from Ireland ; for instance, those from New Ross and from the Eastern Ports? 

From New Ross we have not the Return classified so precisely as that. 

2910. Will you .state whether the fi-ightful Mortality you have described as 
connected with Irish Emigration extended over the whole of Ireland, or was 
peculiar to particular Ports or Places ? 

It must have been principally confined to the Ports of Liverpool and Cork • 
because, as the whole Mortality was only 10| per Cent., and as the Mortality 
from Liverpool was IS'Sp, and from Cork 18|, it is evident that the Mortality 
from the other Ports must have been inconsiderable. ^ 

2911. Have you any Reason to consider that that Mortality proceeded from 
any other Cause than the Emigration of Parties from a District in which Fever 
was^more or less prevalent at the Time ? 

Everything shows that it was attributable to Fever latent in the Emigrants 
when they went on board the Ship. ® 

2912. And not to Disease contracted on board Ship ? 

And not to Disease engendered on board Ship. 

2913. Was 
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2913. Was there not a Case of a Vessel in which there were embarked 
Government Troops, and no other Emigrants sailing from Cork, in which 
every possible Care was taken of those Emigrants, their Numbers being not 
excessive, and yet that Disease prevailed in that Ship, connected as it was with 
the Port of Cork, where Disease existed ? . 

There was. It was a Ship carrying out Military Pensioners. 



2914. Are there not Cases of ordinary ^Passenger Ships during 'the last 
1 ear that sailed from lorts that might be considered as not infected Ports in 
Ireland, m which no Disease prevailed, and not 'above the ordinarv Rate of 
Mortality ? ' . 

There were several Instances. 



2915. Then do you conceive that either at home or abroad, after the fearful 
.Phenomena of the last Year, Emigration can be made justly the Basis of 
permanent Legislation ? 

I conceive that last Year’s Emigration showed that if Sidiiless by Accident 
■did break out on board Ship the Effects would be very fatal, and that therefore 
it, attorded a sufficient Ground for requiring an Increase of the Space, and 
some minor Regulations ; but I think that after such a Year’s Emigration all 
Legislation on the Subject must to a certain Extent be experimental, and 
cannot be considered as permanent. 

• , aware of a Report which has been lately made by the Legis- 

lative Committee of New South Wales on the Subject of the minimum upset 
Price of Land ? ^ 

Such a Report has been received within the last few Days. 

2917-.Can you give it to the Committee? 

That is a Copy of it (deliveriTig in the same). 

2918. You have as yet not been able to give any official Consideration to 
tins Paper ? 

No ; the Report was received only a few Days ago. 

_ 291.9. It will naturally come before you in your Duties as Land Commis- 
sioner, to consider unci to report to the Colonial Office on this Document? 

I presume Lord Grey will refer it to us. 



2920. Are you aware of the Despatch made by Sir Richard Bonrke on the 
oth 01 September 1837 on the Subject of the upset Price of Land in Australia ? 
I am not acquainted with the Despatch. 



LAND. 



Copy of Despatch from Sir R. Bourke to Lord Glenelo. 

Government House, Sydney, 

My Lord, 6 tb September 1837. 

1 HAVE had the the Honour to receive your Lordship’s Despatch of the 15th February 
T u ’ ^^nsmitting for my Perusal Copies of a Correspondence between one of your 
Lordshm’s Under Secretaries and the Chairman of the Colonization Commissioners for 
South Australia, relating to the Disposal of the Crown Lands in the Neighbourhood of 
1 ore Phillip ; and desiring my Opinion as to the Policy of raising the upset Price of such 
I.ands generally throughout New South Wales. Your Lordship is also pleased to require 
me to report how far the Discretion of this Government has hitherto been exercised in 
fixing a higher Rate than 5^. per Acre as the upset Price of Lands supposed to be of 
peculiar Value. 

Before I proceed to reply to the Points your Lordship has referred to me, I would 
miefly advert to an Observation to be found in the Commencement of your lordship’s 
Despatch. My Attention is tliere called to the discretionary Power vested in me by recent 
Instructions oi fixing the upset Price of Land at Port Phillip at a lower Rate than else- 
where, but “ for the Purpose only,” as your Lordship observes, “ of enabling me to deter- 
mine such a Minimum as would prevent the inevitable Result of fixing it too high, 
“ namely, an unauthorized Occupation without Purchase, and a consequent Dispersion of the 
“ Settlers throughout the Territory.” It will long before this* have been made known to 
your Lordship, by my Despatch dated the 12th November last, No. 121., that I have not 
found it necessary to avail myself of this Discretion, and I am happy to find that your 
Lordship’s further Explanation so fully upholds the Interpretation placed by the Executive 
(4-0.15.) QqS . Council 
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Council upon the previous Instruction received upon this Subject, and justifies tlie Desire 
which I have uniformly felt to maintain the present Regulations inviolate, both in respect 
to the upset Price aud to Competition whenever Land is ofiered for Sale by this Govern- 
ment. The Survey at Port Phillip has not yet proceeded so far as to allow of any Land 
beiiigdisposed of out of the Townships of Melbourne and Williams Town, but tlie Half-acre 
Allotments sold at these Places, having been put up at a minimum Rate of 5/., have realized 
an average Price of 35f. 19s. each; and I have no Apprehension of any Difficulty in disposing 
of Country Sections in the Neighbourhood of the Port and Rivers, as fast as they can be 
measured for Sale, at a Price at least equal to that at which the Waste Lands are disposable 
,in the more ancient Settlements. Such being the Case, the South Australian Commis- 
sioners will have no further Cause for the Alarm expressed in the Letter of their Chairman 
lest the Land at Port Phillip should he sold at a lower Rate than elsewhere hi this Colony. 

In reply to your Lordship’s Inquiries, I proceed to state, first, with regard to the Dis- 
cretion vested in this Government by the Terms of Lord Ripon’s Despatch of the 
,10th July 1831, to fix a higher upset Price than 5s. an Acre on Land to which its 
Situation might give a peculiar Value, that it has hitherto been but little exercised. 
Town Allotments for building on are always put up at a higher Rate, vaiyiiig according 
to Circumstances; and a' higher minimum Price has been set upon Portions of Land, 
varying from Five to Thirty Acres each, on the Shores of Port Jackson near Sydney, 
and in a few other Places. I do not however consider that even with regard to these 
Allotments the Augmentation is of any practical Importance, Competition being always 
active enough to secure a full Price, exceeding in general that which any public Officer 
intrusted with their Valuation would be likely to place upon them. To this Fact I 
would draw your Lordship’s Attention as of the highest Import in deciding upon the 
second Point referred to me, namely, the Policy of raising the minimum Price generally 
throughout the Colony. Upon this Matter I would beg leave to observe, tliat while 
the Increase of Wealth among an active and commercial People secures the Mean.s and 
the Motives of free Competition, it is probable that the Sale by Auction, prescribed by the 
existing Regulations, applies to each Case the surest Criterion of Value of which it admits, 
rendering it needless and futile to resort to any speculative Reasoning upon the Subject. A 
minimum Price in such a State of Things will be of little or no Importance for tlie Purpose 
of preventing a Sale below the true Market Value. The actual Sale of Crown Lands 
at various average Prices exceeding 6s. an Acre, in tlte sever.il Years from 1832 to 
1836 inclusive, may b_e seen by the accompanying Statement, wiiich will go far to show 
that the minimum Price does not materially govern the actual Sale. Every Day is 
increasing in this Colony the Influence of Competition. Bon^ fide Settlers seeking to 
.purchase Land are continually uttering the bitterest Complaints against mere speculative 
Buyers, who bid against them at the public Auctions, and who sometimes endeavour to exact 
Money as the Price of their Withdrawal ; such Persons are popularly stigmatized as “ Land 
Sharlu,” and “Land Jobbers;” and whatever Opinion may be formed of their Proceedings 
^eir Existence is a pregnant Proof of the vigorous Spirit of Competition prevalent at the 
Government Sides. Not that I am prepared to assert that unopposed Purchasers of 
Land at 5s. would never be induced to give more, had tlie Land been put up at a higher Rate. 
Whatever Minimum be fixed there will always be found Instances in which-Land acquired 
at that Price without Opposition will prove a cheap Bargain ; but such is not always the 
Case; Land even of very inferior Quality, happening to possess a peculiar Value to the 
fiidividual piirdiasing it, on account of its Proximity to his other Property, or similar 
Circumstances, finds a Sale solely on this Account, and cannot be considered as cheanlv 
oplnmed, even at the minimum Price. The Cases in which Land is sold without Oppo- 
sition Irom Ignorance of its marketable Value on the part of the Public, or from the secret 
Agreement or friendly Forbearance of those otherwise interested in bidding against eacii 
other, must dimmish yet more and more as the Colony advances in Wealth and Population. 
Nor are ^cb Casp, even were they more numerous, deserving of much Consideration : it 

particular Instances and Exceptions, 

that all Questions of public Policy are to be decided. 

• he_objected that such an effective Competition as 1 have described, arising from 
Wealth in itself indicates the Propriety of raising the minimum 
^ observe that the Crown Lands now in the 

Market term only a Surplus, in many Instances they may be justly called a Refuse, con- 
sisting of Lands which, iii past Years, were not saleable at any Price, aud were not 
sought after m-en as free Grants. As Improvement and Population penetrate tliroinrh 
the Colony such Lands begin to acquire a Value; and there is a Stage in this Process 
m wliicli they are saleable at the present minimum Price of 5s. By declining in future 
to dispose of them at this Rate it by no means follows that they will he sold at a 
bgher; the Kesu t may be to retain them for an indefinite Time unsold. Such a 
Result, as your Lotdslup appears fully aware, is the more likely, or rather certain, 
in consequence of the Alternative at the Settler’s Command of wandering, wiUiout 
his Iriocks and Herds over the vast Tracts of tlS’e Interior, 
diif the actual Property of Land at a low Price is the safest Clieck to 

CroT^i may here be observed, that the unauthorized Occupiers of remote 

Clown Lands do not wholly consist of small Flockowners of slender Means but of the 
Ageius.and Shepherds of the wealthiest Colonists residing within the Ss\f iocati^ 

who 
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■wlio are cootinualJy balancing between tbc opposite Motives presented by the Cheapness T. W. C. Manloth 
ot unauthonzed Occupation on the one hand and the l>esire of adding to their permanent ' 

I roperty in Land on the other. The Extent of their Purchases at the Government Sales 
corresponds with the Prevalence of the latter Motive, and it is easy to see that its Influence 
must be weakened in proportion to the Augmentation of the upset Price. 

But though I am convinced that in almost every Case the present Value of Land is 
obtained by means of tbe Competition excited by public Sales, yet it is possible that 
an Augmentation of the minimum Price would have the injurious EHect ^of checkine 
the Immigration of Persons jiossessed of small Capital desirous of establishing themselvt^ 
upon Land of their own, There are very few new Comers who possess sufficient Means 
to purchase at a Price much above 5s. the large Tract of Land which in this Country is 
absolutely necessary even for the Commencement of au ordinary Grazing Establishment' 
again, the Inducement offered to retired Officers to settle in tlie Colony by obtaining Land 
at the minimum Price would be much' diminished if that Price were raised, These 
Officers, both as regards Numbers and Character, are no small Acquisition to the rural 
Population of the Colony. 

Apprehending, therefore, that to raise the upset Price of Crown Lands would introduce 
much of the Mischiefl have represented; believing also that the Influence of Competition 
IS becoming daily a more certain Safeguard against the Sale of any Land below its just 
Value ; considering further the general Impolicy of meddling without imperative Necessity 
with any established System affecting so nearly the Foundations of Property, especially with 
one which has been found hitherto to operate so advantageously, 1 am unable to recommend 
any change in the minimum Price at which Crown Lauds are under the present lleo-ulatioiis 
offered to Sale by public Auction in New South Wales. ° 

1 Iiave only to add, in reply to the Observation contained in the last Paraoraph of your 
Lordship’s Despatch, that I am not aware of any general Relaxation of The Regulation 
requiring the Payment within One Month of the whole Purchase Money of Land sold by 
Government. Occasionally Payment may have been received a few Days later on Cause 
shown, with the view of avoiding the ungracious Proceeding of confiscating the Deposit, 
but such Cases have always been rare, and latterly have become more so. 

1 have, 8tc. 

(Signed) R. Bourke. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



EDWARD WAKEFIELD Esquire is called in, and examined as follows : B. Wahefidd, .Esq. 

2921. YOU have long directed your Attention to the Condition of Ireland, 
its physical Resotirces, and its social State ? 

I have known Ireland, more or less, during all my Life ; some of my paternal 
Family were settled in the. County Down, and I went there as a Youth. 

• 2922. You were officially connected for some Years with the late Lord 
Oriel— at the Time he was Chancellor of the Excliequer? 

I was not officially in his Employment, but at his Invitation I went to 
Ireland to seek Documents and Information to write a statistical Account of 
the Country. 

292s. You were residing with him at the Time? 

During Two Years Mr. Foster’s Flouse at Callan was my Head Quarters. 

Perhaps the chief Matter I could state would be the comparative Condition 
of Ireland between that Period and the present. The Regeneration of Ireland 
is an Object very dear to me ; and I should be very glad to go a little into it, 
rather than to confine my Statement to any one Circumstance. I do not 
believe that that Regeneration can be brought about by a single Act or in a 
short Time. I am aware of the Benefits of Irish Emigration, but Emigration 
alone I think will not have the entire Effect. Immediately after the Rebellion 
in the Year 1798 I went to Waterford. The Committee I dare say are fully 
aware -that that Rebellion was preceded by a Famine ; a Famine to a great 
Extent, and nearly as great as tiie late one, but the Population was not so 
large. . Plaving landed at Waterford I liacl tiie Curiosity to go across to 
Sligo, and I found that the Gentry Jiad very much deserted the Country 
in consequence^ of the Famine and consequent Disease. I found also that 
the general Opinion of the common People was, that if they succeeded, and 
that Rebellion had ripened into Revolution, each Occupier relied that.be 
would become the Possessor in Fee of the Land lie then fanned ; and lliis was 
continually stated to me. From Sligo I passed through the Black North to Derry 
and Belfast,- and then to Dublin. 1 was present in the Gallery of the House of 
(4<6,15.) Q q <1 Commons 
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Commons during the Debates upon the Union ; and I have never forgotten 
the deep Impression which was made upon me by the aged Mr. Connelly, 
Member for the County of Derry, who said “that separate Legislatures was 
“ something like putting Two Heads on the same Pair of Shoulders and 
from that Hour to this I have been a warm Advocate of the Union, and making 
Ireland a Part and Parcel of Gi'cat Britain. It was the Subject upon which, of 
all others, Mr. Foster and myself mostly differed. "When I wrote my Book he 
was kind enough to get up every sort of Document which it was possible for 
me to have; and the Work is filled with the official Returns which were 
directed under Cover to him. In that Work, at Page 7j ie the Introduction, 
the following Statement will be found: — “ Connexion with Great Britain; 
“ Union, inseparable Union ; the being one and. the same Empire, one and 
“ the same People ; to have the same Interests ; throwing the broad parental 
“ Shield of the British Monarchy over the farthermost Parts of Ireland, and 
“ over the meanest of her Inhabitants ; — can alone promote the general and 
“ individual Welfare of both Countries.” I have never swerved from that 
Opinion ; and am extremely happy to be able to record before this 
Committee, in the Evening of my Life, that which I published Thirty-six 
Years ago. 

2924^ In that Publication, and at the Time of your Investigation of the 
then State of Ireland, was your Attention especially directed to the Circum- 
stances of a Potato-fed Population, and the Chances and Casualties which 
might be incident to their Position ? 

In Volume L, Page 408, I stated, on 9th July 1808 or 1809, “Potatoes 
“ are as much the Food of the People here” (Wexford) “as Rice is in the 
“ Ea.st Indies, and the Failure of Potatoes in Ireland would be as fatal as 
“ a Scarcity of Rice has sometimes been on the Banks of the Ganges.” At 
Page 446 The Potato, in common with all bulbous Roots, is found by 
“ Experience to decay after a certain Number of Years ; Ranunculus in 
“ Twenty-five Years, Anemone in Fifteen, and Hyacinths in Twenty-six 
“ Years; at the End of which Period no Art or Pains can preserve them; in 
“ the Potato this natural Decay is called the Curl ; it is, of course, common 
“ in Ireland as well as in England.” Tuke, in his Survey of Yorkshire, in an 
Extract from it, (447), mentions this Disease. Sir John Sinclair, in the 
Statistical History of Scotland, has recorded the Failure of the Potato in many 
Counties in that Country, Extracts from which will be found at Page 7I6 and 
following, in Vol. II. of my Work. 

2925. The late E^ailure has been much graver in its Consequence, and much 
more oppressive in its Nature and Extent, than any Failure that you anti- 
cipated ? 

I can hardly say greater than I anticipated 5 for I was al ways aware, with 
me Increase of the Cultivation of waste Lands by wretched Paupers, when the 
Disease to the Plant occurred the Calamity would increase at the same Rate 
as the People.^ It is doubtful whether the present was a greater proportionate 
Failure than in I740, an Account of which will be found in Smith’s Survey of 
Kerry, printed in 1750, quoted at Page 222., Vol. I., of my Irish Work, in which 
he states, that One Third of the Southern Counties had died. The showing 
that Eatmne has been constant in consequence of the Majority of the People 
relying upon so uncertain a Root for their Sustenance is so important that I 
venture to submit some References : — 

Tlie Gentleman’s Magazine, I741. 

Dr. Corrigan’s important Pamphlet : 

Famine commenced in I728 and lasted to - 1732 

At Page II. That Famine commenced in 1734 and lasted to . 1736 

Quoting Rutty, a Quaker Physician, whose Works are con- 
sidered a high Authority, 

H7 1 7. , „ and Fever raged in I740 and Summer of - . I741 

Wakenelas Ireland: 



Vol. II. Page 10. Failure of the Potato in 

_ Consequent Famine; Riots, almost Rebellion. 

Corrigan, m - 

Page 12. “Summer and Autumn of 1797 wet, Crops scant; 
luel scarce ; I798, Gentry flying out of the Country, Poor on 
ot Employment, Tillage neglected, consequent Starvation 



1765 

179a 
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“ Fever prevalent in Spring of 1798 ; spread in the End of 
“ Summer to a frightful Extent.” 

The same in - - - . _ 1799 

Ibid ... . . . . 1800 

Began m - - - - . . 

Continued to - - - - . igig 

Page 13. “ One Million and a Half of the Population suffered from 
“ Fever in this Epidemic.” 

Dr. Corrigan, Page 5, states, tlie Famine produces Disease which lasts 
in its Effect for Life : 

“ It is not possible then to form an exaggerated Picture of the 
“ Sufferings of a Million and a Half of People in these Countries in their 
“ Convalescence from Fever, deprived of not only the Comforts but even 
“ the Necessaries of Life. Death would be to many a more merciful Dis- 
“ pensation than such Recovery. It is a curious Circumstance in the 
“ History of the Epidemic Fevers of Ireland that, while the Poor are 
“ attacked in greater Numbers, the Rich suffer more in Mortality. The 
“ Mortality among the Poor is only about One in Thirty, but the 
“ Mortality among the Rich, estimated at the lowest, is One in Three.” 



E. Wahejickl, Eiq. 
6th June 1H4K 



29'?6. In respect of the Effect of that Failure, which you have traced to 
the increased Population, do you not think the Potato Cultivation was in 
itself the Cause of that -Population, which, in its turn, became an increased 
Cause of Pressure from the Failure? 

My Belief is, that some of the greatest Resources that Ireland possesses 
have proved an Evil instead of a Benefit. A Discovery of immense Importance 
has been made of late Years, that all the Shell Sand, of which we hear so much, 
in the Counties of Galway, Mayo, Kerry, and the whole of ' the West of 
Ireland, contains Sixty-seven per Cent, of Phosphate of Lime, which is the Food 
of Vegetables, and thus is made to produce an Excess of Population periodically 
dying, in consequence of the small Divisions of Land, wretched Agriculture, and 
Dependence for their Existence on an uncertain Root. 

2927* "When you trace any Part of these Misfortunes to the Existence of 
Manures, is it not your Meaning, that what you term Misfortunes is the Result 
of the Application of those Manures to the Growth of the Potato for the Food 
of Man, as a pidmary Article of Subsistence ? 

That is the Observation I have just made. This valuable Manure is so badly 
applied; if it were properly applied it would be a great Blessing. Applied as 
it is now, as Mr. Nicholls luis shown in his Report, particularly at Page 18 of 
his First Report, dated 22d of August 1836, it produces an Excess of 
starving Population. At Page 7 r — “ The Capital of the Country has increased, 
“ but the Increase of the Population has been still greater ; and it therefore 
“ does not follow that there lias been an Increase of Capital or Comfort in the 
“ Possession of each Individual ; the Reverse is unhappily the Fact.” 

2928 . Assuming that under existing Circumstances it has been shown that 
the Potato can no longer be relied on as a primary Article of Subsistence, and 
taking into account the Vicissitudes and Casualties to which it is subject, as a 
Crop, do you conceive that a Population which has been bred upon Potatoes 
can be supported upon cereal Food in Ireland ? 

I believe Agriculture is yet but in its Infancy ; Science will be applied to it 
which may render vegetable Production infinitely greater. I could enlarge 
npon this Subject, and show References and Facts of the greatest Importance, if 
such an Inquiry was the Object of the Committee. It was stated in Evidence 
last Year that Two Millions of Acres were planted with Potatoes, and tliat 
they will maintain Three Times the Number of human Beings that Com 
would sustain. If the Two Millions of Acres instead of being planted witli 
Potatoes were sown with Coni, it would only produce Food for One Third of 
the Number dependent on Potatoes. 

Besides which would there not be great Difficulties in cultivating tlut 
additional Breadth of Land for cereal Ih'ocluce, unless by the Introduction of 
a greatly impi-oved System of Agriculture, and by providing adequate Manure.s 
for the Purpose of the Restoration and Renovation of the Soil? 

My own Opinion goes rather more to the Root of the Evil. I am told that 
(1-6.15.) R V more 
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f)Hi June 184,8. 



more Potatoes are being planted this Year than ever ; and if they are healthy, 
this sort of Famine will recur in another Four or Five Years. What I am 
anxious about is, to see the Character of the People changed ; which has been 
stated pretty strongly by Lord Fitzwilliam and Lord John Russell. 

29.30. Do you contemplate a physical Change or a social Change ? 

The physical Change will produce the social Change. My Idea is, that it 
must commence with the young; there should be public Nurseries for the 
rearing the Children of Beggars. I would not allow a Child to be trained a 
Beggar. At present, as soon as it can lisp it begs, —as soon as it can run it 
steals ; and I think the present Opportunity should not be lost. It is a large and 
comprehensive Measure. I have heard Objections made to such a Plan by 
various humane Persons, who have asked, “ What! would you take a Child 
“ away from its Parent?” I decidedly say, “ Ye.s; if its Parents cannot train it 
“ up otherwise than as a Beggar it is the Duty of the State to train it other- 
“ wise.” I do not believe there is any very great Affection between theChildren 
of Beggars and their Parents ; they are treated extremely ill, and very cruelly ; 
they are frequently pinched, and are the Objects of Compassion to raise Money, 
and they cannot, in my Opinion, be taken away too early. I would have 
public Nurseries ; and at a certain Age the Sexes should be parted, and then 
placed in such Establishments as I have examined on the Continent, particularly 
at Myttray near Tours in France. 1 could enter largely into this Subject, but 
fear it is not exactly an Object of Inquiry with the Committee. 

, 2931. Viewing the Question simply as an economical one-— whether the 
Potato Failure continues and is permanent, or whether the Productiveness of 
the Crop is restored, do you consider the Difficulties of su|iporting the People 
to differ in any other re.spect than in this, that in the first Case Famine becomes 
immediate and intense, and in the second it is future and contingent ? 

There is no Doubt of it. But if we are to speak of it, at present I believe 
the Eastern Parts of Ireland are in a much better Condition than the Western 
larts of Ireland. We have the Letter of Mrs. Nichokson, dated “ Old Head 
“ Barony of Musk, 2?th April 184,8, We.stport, County of Mayo,” minutely 



2932. You have stated that the Eastern Parts are in a better Condition than 
the Western and Southern Parts ; is it not the Fact that cereal Food enters, 
nuicii more largely into the Support of the People in the Northern and Eastern 
Parts than in the West and South ? 

No doubt. But in the Eastern Parts the Proprietors have generally built 
Habdations ; and nobody has shown that so completely, I think, as Mr. De Vere 
In Ins Evidence before this Committee last Year, the 21st of July,— at p. 536 
1 ~ siiows that in Leinster, where the Houses are {jood 

the FopulaUon has not increased in this extraordinary Way. The Famine 
does not happen in the Parts of Ireland where the Population is most 
dense ; it is very dependent on the Manner in which the People are 
Drought up. This has been shown in the Evidence of the Rev. Dr Mont' 
gmmery, (13th of June IS4.7, p. 103 of the Report). In the Western Parts of 
iie and the Population is nothing like so dense as in Down and the North- 
easteiii larts. The Famine occurs from the Manner in which the People are 
biought lip. In the We.st, Land is their only Resource; in Parts of Ulster they 
by no means rely solely upon Laud. uiey 

2gp. When you speak of dense Population, or scattered, is not the Test to 
which we ought to bnng the Population less a Comparison between the Number 
and t^^ie Area on which the People live, than the Proportion between the 
Profit “‘1 tsti'ploying 

Yes ; that is the real Way of looking at it. And the Pact is, that so much 
depends upon Education, _ a Word which couipreheuds much more than 

S u ®’“‘° Education ; the Use of the Hands as well 

as the Head i.s all important. 

Cmmtt >"'Eide in physical Education, especially in an agricultural 

Country like Ireland, InstiTiction m Agriculture ? " 

Agricultural Colo- 

Acrra ofLaJdl' “ ^00 



2935. Do 
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2915. Do you know the Number of Inmates in the Establishment at 
Mettray ? 

I cannot state precisely. 

2916. Do you know how far the Produce of Mettray goes to the Support of 
the Inmates? 

It is an economical Establishment, and readily applied to Ireland, where 
there is so much Waste or Mountain Land. Each of these Houses, of wliicli 
I now show a Drawing, is inhabited by what is called a Family. Mettray is 
only for Boys wlio are juvenile Offenders. When a Boy goes in they ask him 
his_ Inclination ; there is one House for Shoemakers, another House is for 
Tailors, another House is for Gardeners, another House for agricultural 
Labourers ; and there is a Mast, which the late Admiral Duperry, when 
Minister of the Marine, ordered to be put up in the Centre, with Yards and 
Sails and Ropes, rigged out, and those Boys who feel an Inclination to go to 
Sea are exercised on that Mast. 

2917* Supposing the Mettray Principle was applied to Instruction in Agri- 
culture in Ireland, would you contemplate a considerable Improvement in the 
agricultural Habits of the People ? 

Not only in their agricultural Habits, but in their moral Habits. They hardly 
know what it is to lose a Child from Mettray ; it is called a Prison without 
Walls. 

2918. Limiting the Inquiry to its Effect on Agriculture, would such Educa- 
tmn, in your Judgment, be the Diffusion of improved Agriculture over the 
Face of Ireland ? 

I have no Doubt of it.. The Character of the People may be changed by 
it in an economical Manner.- 

2919. Taking the Parts of Ireland in which the Population is most dense 
as compared with the Means of Employmant, and in which the valued Rental 
is inadequate to the Population, do you conceive that, taking the Townland of 
Ballykilcline as an Example, divided as they are in such small Allotments, 
would it be practicable to introduce any real System of agricultural Improve- 
ment in such Cases? 

In their present State they must starve each other entirely. Nothing can 
be more obvious. 

2920. Where the Population is 48,000, as in Glenties, as compared with the 
Rate of Rental of 16,000/., do you think it possible that that Population so 
created by Potato Food can be supported by cereal Food raised within that 
District'? 

Certainly not in the same District. You must adopt either Home Coloniza- 
tion or Foreign Colonization. A greater Act of Humanity cannot be than 
removing the People ; remaining as they are it is only continual Starvation. 
I cannot understand Jiow Rent is to be collected from a Population in that 
State. The _ Publication of these Facts by Lord George Hill is the greatest 
Disgrace which was ever recorded of any Country, 

2921. In that Case the Proportion of the entire Rental only gives an 
Average of about 7s. a Plead for the whole Year round. Plow is it possible 
to contemplate the Payment of Rent, Taxes, or Rates, or even the raising 
of sufficient gross Produce on that Land to support the Inhabitants ? 

Certainly not, on the same Area of Land. I tliink it is a very possible 
Thing, with improved Agriculture and making Use of your own Resources, 
that the Country is capable of maintaining more People than there are now in 
it ; but you are in a Moment of extreme Difficulty, and until that can be 
done, and until that Change can be made, I can see notliing short of Eniigra« 
tion as the great Remedy at thus Time, and probably for some Years to come. 

2922. Assuming, for Argument, that the whole Population of Ireland may 
not bear any Disproportion to the entire Resources of the Country, are theru 
not yet particular Districts in Ireland in which the Case is otherwise, from 
the Density of tlie Population? 

I should say that the Map of Ballykilcline, which has been laid before me, 
and the Publication of similar I’acts, prove it beyond tlie Possibility of Doubt. 

^2923. P'rom your Experience are you not aware that many of the Crimes 
ot Ireland have arisen from the Desire of the People to retain Possession of 
(46.15.) R r 2 LamU 



B. Wuheftdd, L’sq. 
6th June ]8IS^. 
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is', iVaiajield, Esq. Lanclj and from their Disinclination to resign it, even though their Means 
'itli Jjne”i848 Cultivation and of paying Rent may have ceased or greatly diminished ? 

’ ^ ' If ever Crime can be excused it is when the Existence of these Families 

depends on their retaining the Land ; it is their only Resource for Existence, 
— their very Bread-basket. The Process-server is as much dreaded, and as 
universally, as a mad Dog. 

2924. Then, if improved Agriculture would require the Consolidation of 
Farms, and the Removal of a certain Number of the Population, is it not 
clear that, to facilitate that Process consistently with Humanity or the Preserva- 
tion of Peace, Measures must be taken either to provide for those Persons at 
home or in our Colonies.^ 

Preservation of Life is the first Duty of a Government. 

2925. Have you turned your Attention to the Condition of our Colonies as 
well as to the Condition of Ireland ? 

Yes ; and if wished I can go largely into the Subject. 

2926. Do you believe that the British Colonies atford Fields to which the 
Transfer of the surplus Labour of Ireland would be as important and as bene- 
ficial to the Colonies as the Relief to Ireland herself would be immediate and 
direct? 

The Followers of Malthus are afraid the World will be peopled too soon, but 
Mr. Poulett Scrope, in his Pamphlet on Political Economy, has put that in a 
straightforward plain Manner which cannot be refuted. That Paragraph is 
copied in a Paper which I will leave, and which perhaps may be printed in the 
Appendix. 

2927. You live in England at the present Time? 

Yes. 

292s. In wliat Part of England ? 

In Cheshire. 

2929. You are in the Highway, consequently, of Irish Pauper Emigration 
coming over to this Country ? 

I see these wretched .People constantly. I saw an Instance lately. An 
Irish Family arnved near my House ; the Moment the Servants observed them 
they considered they were a Pestilence, and must be driven away. I went 
down to their Camp, and found a poor Family, consisting of Four Children, their 
Mother, and Grandmother, The Account the Woman gave was, that they had 
come Fifteen Miles from Athlone; they had brought over a tattered Blanket, 
and took Sticks out of a Hedge, and slept under it, on the bare Ground. I saw 
a Smoke, and a Kettle boiling, and I asked, “What have you got here?” 
“Nettles,” was the Reply. The Story they told me (which was corroborated 
by the Man afterwards) was this : I asked who was their Master (meaning 
under whom they lived), and they said “ Mike Farden,” or some such Name, 
Fifteen Miles from Athlone. Upon my inquiring how they came to leave, they 
said they had existed some Years on Three Acres of Potatoes, and that 
they had none to plant this Year; the Workhouse was overflowing ; there 
was nothing left for them to do but leave ; their Master said, “ Well 1 if 
“ you go 1 will give you a Pound Note,” and with this Pound Note they 
begged their Way to Dublin, paid the Passage of Seven of them to Liverpool, 
and then begged their Way to where I saw them, Thirty-six Miles from 
Liverpool. 

2930. Has not this Immigration of Irish Paupers to that Part of England 
been productive of very great Pressure on the Rates, and has it not created 
gi-eat Inconvenience to the British Residents ? 

_ I cannot answer precisely how that is, but I should think so. Their Situation 
1.S to be pitied; and I have been much hurt at the Manner in which these 
wretched Beings are .shunned. 

2931. Do you not consider that the Immigration of Irish Paupers, .such as 
you have described, is in itself a calamitous Circumstance to the Interests of the 
Country to which they go ? 

I think the Calamity is so great, that if it increases we cannot see the End of 
Year put stronger than by the Committee in the Report of last 

2932. Is 
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2932. Is not the following the Extract to which you refer : » The Question b. WakcMi lha 
“ of Emigration from Ireland is decided by the Population itself; and that — 

“ which remains for the Legislature to decide is, whether it shall be turned to 

“ the- Improvement of the British North American Colonies, or whether it shall 

“ be suffered and encouraged to take that which will be and is its inevitable 
“ Coui'se, to deluge Great Britain with Poverty and Wretchedness, and 
“ gradually but certainly to equalize the State “of the English and Irish 
“ Peasantry. Two different Rates of Wages, and Two different Conditions 
“ of the Labouring Classes cannot permanently co-exist. One of Two Results 
” a,ppears to be inevitable: the Irish Population must be raised towards the 

Standard of the English, or the English depressed towards that of the Irish. 

“ The Question whether an extensive Plan of Emigration shall or shall not be 

adopted appears to your Committee to resolve itself into the simple Point, 

“ whether the Wheat-fed Population of Great Britain shall or shall not be 
“ supplanted by tlie Potato-fed Population of Ireland?” 

I think nothing that I could state can describe the Calamity stronger; it is 
increasing every Year,— every Month, — I may say every Day. 

2933. You think that is a just Statement ? 

I do indeed, and ought to make a deep Impression on the Legislature? 

2934. And that is accordant with your own Observations, and the Facts you 
have collected during your long and active Life ? 

Yes. I may say that in 1 809 I was in Connaught during the great Famine ; 
and I believe I went over the greater Part of Ireland on Foot, and have 
conversed with every Grade of its Inhabitants. I have walked Days together ; 
and I know Ireland in a Way that very few People can know it. 

2935. Do you think it at all possible that the State of Things which is so 
described can be otherwise than perpetuated as long as the People are dependent 
solely upon Potatoes ? 

My lear is that it will be perpetuated; and I look to its being per- 
petuated immediately, because I see Accounts daily that they are planting 
Potatoes more than ever. 

2936. Then you do not hear with any great Satisfaction that the Cultivation 
of Potatoes is very much extended this Year ? 

I think it is a great Misfortune, If it could be changed to cereal Food that 
would be the great Object to attain ; and this must be a Work of Time. If 
the Character of the People is changed Reformation of the Land will follow. 

2937. 1 But you cannot change to cereal Food without improved Agriculture ? 

Certainly not. The Regeneration of Ireland is dependent upon changing 
the Character of the People. 

2938, And in such Districts as that which has been described on the 
Map of Ballykilcline can you introduce that improved Agriculture so long as 
that Exces.s of Population remains? 

Certainly not. There is a Paragraph which I should like to read in 
Mr. Foster’s Work, at Page 359 : — “ As the Irish Peasant is now as ‘ heg- 
“ S^*rly ’ as be was in Arthur Young’s Time, — as he cultivates as rudely as he 
“ did when Wakefield wrote, — is it not apparent that, trace it to whatever 
“ Cause you may, if left to himself he does not and cannot improve his 
“ Condition. Two Generations of Men have passed away since Arthur 
“ Young’s Time ; Science has made vast Strides; the whole Tone of Society 
“ has changed; but the Irish Peasant remains the same, — ‘beggarly’ and 
“ wretched, a ‘clumsy Cultivator,’ half-clad, and living contentedly in the 
“ Midst of Filth.” This Passage strikes me as telling a great Truth ; and to 
meet it \ beg to submit a Paper which I wrote some Time since, to be 
pointed in the Appendix. I also leave a comparative Statement between 
Emigration to the Australian Colonies and Canada and the United States. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till Friday next. 

Two o’clock. 



(46.15.) 
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Die Veneris, 9 ° Junii 1848 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. 

The Hon. HENRY FREDERIC FRANCIS ADAIR BARRINGTON 
is called in, and examined as follows : 

2939- YOU have resided at the Cape of Good Hope? 

Yes, I have resided there about Six Years. 

294-0. How long is it since you returned to this Country? 

About Eight Months. 

2941. In what Part of the Colony did you reside? 

I have resided chiefly on the Southern Coast, in the Division of George. 
In the Western Division of the Colony. 

2942. Are you a landed Proprietor there? 

Yes. I hold about 6,000 Acres of Land. 

2943. What is the Nature of the Soil in that District? 

It is impossible almost to describe the Colony generally. It is divided into 
what may be called different Regions. The Soil between me and the Sea is 
a sandy Loam ; the Belt of Country in which my Land is situate is a Clay with 
some Sand mixed in it. 

2944. Are you embarrassed with much Bush? 

No ; but in my Part of the Colony there is an extensive Forest, but it does 
not embarrass me at all, as of itself. 

2945. On the contrary does it tend to your Advantage? . 

Most decidedly, in some Things. 

2946. In the way of Fuel ? 

Yes } and for building Purposes. 

2947. Is your Estate capable of Application to agricultural Purposes, or do 
you turn it chiefly to Purposes of Pasturage ? 

It is highly applicable to agricultural Purposes, but I turn it chiefly to 
Purposes of Pasturage. 

2948. Is it capable of being brought under the Plough ? 

Almost all of it. 

^49. Do you think that that can be done with Advantage and Profit ? 

lhat depends entirely upon the Demand and the Quantity of Manure at my 
Command. It could, scarcely pay me at present; but as the Population increases 
1 should increase my Cultivation. 

2950. What Product does pay the best at present? 

Wool. 

2951. Keeping Flocks ? ' 

Yes. You can bring the w’hole of your Land to account at once, by means 
of Sheep. 

2952. Do you suffer from Want of Water in your District ? 

In the Division of George there is Abundance of Water for Stock throughout 
1^ Tv^^’ '’■? Western Corner, called the Dry Land ; all the rest of 

A ^^13 abounds in Streams of fine Water, and more than is yet required. 

As I opulation increases more Water can be collected. I think there is no 
Limit to the Quantity of Water that might be collected in this Division. 

R r 4, ggjg, 
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2953. Do you suffer from the Want of it on your own Estate ? 

No; I have an Abundance of Water for Stock, and frequent Rains during at 
least Eight Months out of the Twelve. 

2954. What Distance are you from the Sea ? 

I think from the Haven it must be as much as Seven Miles. 

2955. Which is your Port ? 

Knysua. 

2956. That is in Mossel Bay, is it not ? 

No ; to the Eastward of Mossel Bay. 

2957. What Description of Port is that? 

The Knysua is a Land-locked Place. 

2958. Is there a Bar thei’e ? 

There is a Bar ; it has Sixteen Feet Water. 

2959. At low "Water ? 

Yes ; at low Water Spring Tides there is never less than Sixteen Feet. 

2960. Is it capable of receiving "Vessels ? Is there good Anchorage Ground ? 

The Anchorage is perfectly secure w'hen you are inside ; it is a Land-locked 

Place. Seven Vessels anchored there at different Times in the course of last 
Year. 

296T. Is it from that Port that you would propose to ship your Produce for 
Cape Town, or for other Places? 

Yes; I have shipped Produce from thence, — Wool. 

2962. You stated if there were a greater Number of Shepherds you could 
carry the Production of Wool considerably further ? 

Yes, 

2963. Do you find it difficult to obtain in your Neighbourhood an adequate 
Command of Labour at a reasonable Rate of Wages ? 

It is impossible to do so. 

2964. Does that offer a veiy considerable Impediment to your Progress ns 
a Colonist, and as an Agriculturist? 

Yes, the greatest possible Impediment; it paralyzes me altogether. 

2965. Is that, practically, the greatest Impediment from which you are now 
suffering ? 

I think if there were Abundance of Labour we should have no Impediments 
at all ; that is, if we had Labour at a remunerating Price. 

2966. There has been a Survey made by the Admiralty of the I-Iarbour, has 
there not? 

Yes. 

2967. Is the Result of that Survey promising and satisfactory? 

In my Opinion it is, and that was the Reason, in a great Measure, of my 
settling in that Part of the Country. I have the Chart with me. 

[The Chart is handed in.] 

2968. How do you think the Facilities of that Harbour stand as compared 
with those of Port Elizabeth? 

I do not think they are to be compared at all. Port Elizabeth is no Harbour ; 
it is good Anchorage, but open to furious Storms from the South-east. 

2969. Are there other Settlers in your Neighbourhood ? 

Yes. 

2970. Are the Difficulties which you have described, and which you state to 
stand in the Way of Advance and Improvement, felt by the other Settlers in 
the .same Proportion as they are felt by yourself? 

I do' not know wliether they are so sensible of them as I am. But with 
regard to the Want of Labour, all those who are in any Manner connected 
with the English are all aware of the Advantage that Labour would be to 
them. 

2971. Have 
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S97I • Have you any Town in your Neighbourhood ? 

Not in the immediate Neighbourhood ; there is a Sort of Hamlet only. ^ 

2972. Supposing there were provided by Emigration a more adequate Supply 

of Labour, do you conceive it probable that a Town would be formed in the 

Neighbourhood of that Harbour that you have described? 

Most certainly. 

2973. Do you think that that in itself would be the Means of advandng the 
We.alth and the Resources of the Country ? 

It would be every thing to me. It would give rae a Market for my Produce. 

2974. And you would be able to pay good, not to say high Wages, to a 
considerable Number of Emigrants as Labourers? 

The W ages might not seem very high in this Country in Sliillings, but when 
your Lordships consider what the Advantages are, and what that Money will 
buy, I conceive that the Wages would be very high. 

2975. Will you describe to the Committee the present State of Wages, and 
the present State of Prices at the Cape ? What are you paying yourself? 

I give my Bailiff a good House and Food and SOil. a Year. That is very high 
Wages. 

2976. What Wages do you now pay to the Shepherd or the ordinary 
agricultural Labourer ? 

Wages vary enormously. In AVine Districts they are as low as 4s. Qd. a 
Month, with Food, and in digging Time and Vintage and other Occasions a 
good deal of Wine and most wretched Housing. The Shepherd I used to 
employ was an Apprentice that I took out with me from this Country, I 
paid his Passage out. 

2977- Your Engagement with that Apprentice hardly resulted in a State of 
Money Wages, but it was rather a Payment for the Apprenticeship ? 

Yes ; I was to take him out, to feed him and clothe him, and house him of 
course, and I was to give him H. a Year Wages, and I was to give him a 
Premium of 20^. at the End of Seven Years. He was a Boy of Twelve Years 
of Age. 

2978. Supposing you required the Services of a Shepherd upon your own 
Estate at the present Moment, at what Rate of Money Wages do you think 
you could procure him ? 

I do not think that Money will procure native Servants at tlie Cape. British 
Shepherds in the Sense of Herds are not to be procured anywhere near me, 
neither do I know any one that has even One. 

2979- It has been stated that a Labourer immediately on bis Arrival at the 
Cane would get 3s. 6rf. a Day Wages. Is that the Case ? 

That depends upon the Demand for Labour. At Port Elizabeth the 
Fingoes, who are a Sort of Kaffir, were paid at the Rate of 4s. 6i. a Day for 
landing Goods, but then they were up to their Middles in Water. This has 
been so for Years. 

2980. Would not European Labour be, preferred to the Savage Labour of 
the Fingoes ? 

It ought to be. The Fingoes were rescued from Slavery among the Kaffirs 
by Sir Benjamin D’Urban, about Twelve Years ago. Their Women cultivated 
the Soil a little and did all the Drudgery, and the Men watched their Masters 
Cattle and milked tlie Cows. I have never seen these Fingoes at any 
agricultural Work but herding Cattle and Sheep and milking. I have seen 
their Women reaping, The rising Generation I have seen driving Oxen in 
Waggons and in Ploughs, and also reaping; but I never saw a Fingo dig. 

They are very troublesome Servants, never satisfied, ever making ffesh 
Demands. 

2981. Have you any Doubt M’hich of the Two you would prefer, the native 
Labour or the European Labour? 

If I were a Mercliant at Algoa Bay, 1 should have some Doubts. 

2982. But with reference to your own Possessions in the Division of George, 
which would you' prefer ? 

I prefer European Labour. 

(4-6.16.) S 8 298S. Do 
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2983. Do you employ any native Labour ? 

I have only One Native of the Colony in my Employ. 

2984. Is he a native African ? 

No. He is what is called at the Cape a Bastard, that is, the original 
Hottentot Blood mixed with either Negro Blood or Malay Blood or European 
Blood. 

2985. Can you tell the Committee what, in your own District, would be the 
Price of the Necessaries of Life to the Labourer ? 

I can state exactly what I am prepared to supply them at, and which would 
remunerate me, and which is high. Beef and Mutton at a Pound, and 
not more. 

2986. What would be the Price of Plour? 

Flour we do not give. We give in the Cape Colony the simple Meal. 

2987. The whole Meal ? 

Yes. 

2988. At what Price would that be supplied ? 

At a Price varying, I think, from Id. to 2d. a Pound, according to the 
•Quality of the Harvest. 

2989. What is the usual Drink in the Colony ? 

The usual Drink about me is Coffee and Water. 

2990. Is there no Beer or Wine ? 

Not about me. People driuk it in excess occasionally, but it is not furnished 
by the Farmers to their People generally. 

2991. They would probably be dearer? 

Brandy would be Is. a Bottle retail. ; 

2992. What would be the Price of the indigenous Wine ? 

I should think 6d. retail. Brandy costs me about 7dl. or 8tf. a Bottle getting 
it by the Cask from Cape Town. ■ 

2993. What is the Price of Clothes ? _ , ^ 

Clothes are dear. Much warm Clothing is not required, but it is dearer than 
here. Check Shirts 2s., Handkerchiefs from 6rf. to Is., Duck Trowsers 5 s. 

2994. Is the Climate in your District perfectly healthy ? 

Yes, perfectly healthy ; and indeed throughout the whole of the Cape Colony 
it is salubrious to an extraordinary Degree. 

2995. Has the Want of Labour- been felt by you so strongly a,s to suggest 
to your Mind the Expediency, on your own Account, of taking over Emigrants 
from this Country? 

Yes ; I must do so ; I cannot get on without it, although the Risk is great, 
as Agreements made here are not binding at the Cape. 

2996. Therefore, if you assist Emigration from hence, you will be at the 
Mercy of those who emigrate, and whose Passage you have paid, on their 
Arrival at the Colony ? 

Yes. 

2997. What is the Quality of the Wool you produce? 

On my own Place I have some very fine Wool ; it was sold the Year before 
last at L'. Sff., and also last Year at Is. 3d. 

2998. In what Market did it obtain that Price? 

In the London Market, and that when Prices were depreciated. 

2999. How does it stand in Quality as compared with Australian Wool? 

That I am unable to say, but I should think that the general Average of the 

Cape Wool must be the same. Their finest Flocks are perhaps finer than our 
finest. 

3000. Do you think there is a Power of carrying the Growth of Wool in 
Cape Colony much further than it has hitherto been carried ? 

Yes, a great deal further. 

3001. On 
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3001. On your own Property could you carry it much further if you had a 
more abundant Supply of Labour ? 

Yes ; I could produce about Nine Times as much as I now do. 

3002. If you were to talce over Emigrants from this Country, what Kate of 
Wages do you think you could afford to pay them on you own Land? 

1 could pay the ordinary agricultural Labourer and Shepherd 9s. a Week 
without Rations, but they would have a House, and I should undertake to 
supply them with Food at a fixed Price, if required. 

SOOS. Would it be a furnished House? 

No. 

3004-. Is Furniture dear there? 

'fhey would have to do with but little Furniture. I think I should allow them 
to cut Fuel. 

3005. Are Kitchen Utensils dear there? 

Yes, they are all imported. 

3006. There has been a progressive Emigration from this Country to the 
Cape within the last Two or Three Years ; are you aware how thoSe Emigrants 
have been disposed of, and whether they have been absorbed in the natural 
Labour Market of the Country ? 

They have all been absorbed, but how am I unable to say. There was a 
good deal of Difficulty in the Proceeding at first from .the Interference of the 
Covernment Agent between the Labourers and the proposed Employers. 

3007- Has there been any Number of liberated Africans introduced into the 
Colony as Labourers? 

No great Number as Labourers, but as domestic Servants, a good many into 
the Western Division. 

3008. Has a Proportion of the Emigrants that have gone over in your Time 
had any Difficulty in obtaining Employment ? . 

1 am so far from Cape Town that I cannot say. I have heard that there 
were some Difficulties. 

•3009. Were those Difficulties on the part of the Emigrants In procuring 
Employment, or were they Difficulties which arose from the Anxiety of the 
Masters to obtain Labourers ? 

I fancy that the Masters were exceedingly anxious to get them very cheap. 

3010. And the Government rather interfered between them ? 

Yes. The Government interfered trying to get a higher Rate of Wages, in 
Order that those People might not be dissatisfied, and send home Word to their 
lYiends that it was not a fit Place to come out to. 

3011. Are you aware that the Government of the Cape have appropriated 
lately an increased Sum for the Purposes of Emigration ? 

I think they have appropriated the same Sum for the last Three Years, but 
that it has not been expended, — 10,000/. a Year. 

3012. It is stated in the Parliamentary Report that the Difficulty of bringing 
.over Emigrants arose from a Disinclination on the part of English Emigrants to 
go over, and the Insecurity that was produced by the Kaffir War. Was there 
at that Time, to your Knowledge, any Indisposition on the part of the People 
at the Cape to receive them if they had gone ? 

I am not aware that there was, but I live very far from the Cape. 

8013. Applying the Questions to' your own District, are you able to state 
that there is a Desire for a greater Command of European Labour* and that 
there is a Power to absorb it if it were supplied, and that you are acting upon 
that Principle yourself by being desirous of importing Emigrants, if you can 
make a reasonable Arrangement for that Purpose ? 

I think that all the English l^roprietors at the Cape, or those of European 
Extraction or European Birth, are willing and anxious to employ European 
Labour. I only know of One Exception. 

•3014. And you are of Opinion that they could do so profitably ? 

That depends upon the Rate of Wages and the Quality of the Labour. Fair 
Labour at 9s. a Week would pay them. 

S 8 2 3015. Do 
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3015. Do you think that there would be a greater Inducement given for 
the Investment of Capital if there were a larger Supply of European Labour 
sent to the Colony ? 

I should think so, certainly. 

3016. At the present Moment, considering your own Interests, and taking 
your own Case, if there were a continuous and well reflated Supply of European 
Labour, would that be an Inducement to you to invest your Capital more 
freely than if Matters remain in their present Condition ? 

Certainly; the whole Country would thrive frorn it, and there would be more 
Demand for agricultural Produce from its greatly increased Quantity. 

8017. And a greater Power of producing it ? 

Yes ; a much greater Power of producing it. 

3018. With respect to agricultural Produce, is the Quality of your Grain 
good ? 

Yes ; the Quality of the Wheat grown in what are called the Wheat Districts 
is said to be the finest in the World, particularly that of the Elephants River 
District in George. In ray own Part of George the Climate is reckoned too 
moist to produce the finest Wheat. 

301'9. But it does produce Wheat? 

Yes. 

3020. Have you tried any Experiments as to Vine Cultivation ? 

I have not, but the Vine has been cultivated. But there has been such a 
Change in Cape Colony since the Abolition of Slavery that many Vineyards 
have been given up, particularly in my own Part of the Colony. The People 
have the Means of Subsistence independently of the Landed Proprietors 
altogether. 

3021. Wlien you say that they have the Means of Subsistence independently 
of the Landed Proprietors, do you mean that they settle upon the Land and 
support themselves in a Way that they did not do before the Abolition of 
Slavery ? 

Yes ; they were in the habit of obtaining Licences from the Government to 
cut Timber, and they preferred doing that on their own account to working on 
the Land. 

3022. Does that Observation apply to the Negro Population ? 

We have scarcely any Negroes. We have the late Slaves, or the late 
Apprentices, and it does apply to them. I have not been sufficiently long 
in the Colony to know and understand exactly what they are, wliether they 
were imported, or whether they were born in the Colony. 

3023. How is it that the Abolition of Slavery acted upon tlie Vine Culti- 
vation, unless those Apprentices who formerly worked in the Vineyards are 
now employed upon something else ? 

Because they took themselves away from the Masters and went to work in 
the Government Forests on their own account ; but those Forests are now shut, 
and what the Result will be I do not know. Vineyards require a great deal of 
Care at particular Seasons, and when the Grapes are ripening ceaseless watching. 

3024. What is the Passage Money for Emigrants? 

By the last Ship that was sent out I think it was 10/., and by the Ship 
before her it was Eight Guineas to Table Bay. 

8025. Do you not conceive that a brisk Demand for Homeward Freight, pro- 
duced by an Extension of the Produce of the Cape, more especially in Wool, would 
have a Tendency to make the Freight for the Passage of Emigrants less than it 
is now, by making the Homeward Voyage more profitable ? 

I should imagine that those Ships that take out Emigrants do not look to tlie 
Cape for return Cargo, but that they are going on elsewhere. 

3026. To India or to Australia? 

Yes. 

3027. May not that result from the Want of Cargoes to bring back from 
the Cape profitably to England ? 

In a degree. But I have understood that Ships bound to the East do well 
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if they can be made to pay the Expense of the Voyage outward. Their profit- 
able Earnings are the JEJomeward Freights from China and India. 

3028. Does the Limit in Nmnber of European Emigrants operate as a 
Bounty upon the Use of Fingo and other Labour ? 

Yes, to a certain Point. But after a certain Point the People of the Cape 
will not employ Labour ; they do without it. 

3029- They will not employ Fingo Labour ? 

No, nor any other Labour. "When the Wages are higher than they think 
they can afford to give, they cease to cultivate, and they have ceased to culti- 
vate, and many of them are going back. 

SOSO. Then Land has been thrown out of Cultivation purely from the Want 
of Labour ? 

Yes, but it is with reference to Pasturage chiefly that I speak. 

_ 3031. If they have been going back, and do not cultivate as much as they 
did formerly, and the Cause of that is the high Price of Labour, it must be 
that the Lands are going out of Cultivation from the Want of a Supply of 
Labour ? 

Yes ; but the Country is so very different to what it is here, that it is very hard 
to answer the Question, simple as it may seem. I know a Man, who lives I 
suppose about Sixteen or Seventeen Miles from me over the Mountains, who 
has a very large Property, and he cannot manage the pastoral Part of it. He is 
obliged to confine himself to a small Number of Sheep and Cattle. 

3032. That is merely from the Want of Shepherds ? 

3033. If he could have obtained Shepherds there would he no other Reason 
for his not keeping up the Number of his Flocks ? 

None whatever. He keeps 1,500 Sheep instead of 10,000 or 12,000, simply 
from the Want of Shepherds. 

3034). He would have a Market at any rate for his Produce, supposing he 
had Sliepherds to enable him to produce more Wool ? 

Yes, he could always sell his Wool. This Man sends out his Grandchildren 
with his Sheep. 

3035. Have you known any Cases of Success among the Colonists who have 
gone out? 

Yes, certainly. I knew Two Sliepherds in the Division of Swellendam, who are 
now large Landed Proprietors and Owners of Sheep. All honest, industrious, 
sober Men, without Exception, thrive. I iiave seen them, as honest Labourers, 
getting rich ; I have seen them with good substantial Houses, with large Tracts 
of Land well-stocked ; and 1 have seen others having Thousands of Pounds. 

3036. Do you think that those Instances would become more numerous, if 
from a greater Abundance of Labour there were a greater Facility for keeping 
Flocks, and a more active Exchange of Wealth in the Colony arising out of its 
augmenting Produce? 

les, they would increase. 

30u37. Ar&you acquainted at all with the District of Natal? 

Not personally, only what I have heard. 

_ 3038. You are aware probably from what you have heard that the Soil is 
rich, that the Climate is good, and that the Productions of Natal are likely to 
be profitable ? 

That the Soil is rich and will produce a large Quantity of mercantile Produce 
I am quite satisfied is a Fact. The Climate doubtless is good and healthy, but 
not so salubrious as that of the Cape Colony proper. 

3039. Have you been thrown in contact wit]} the native Labourers to any 
Extent ? 

Yes ; we have thenn all over the Colony. 

304'0. How far could they be relied upon for giving the continuous and 
steady Labour which is necessary for the full Development of the Resources 
of the Colony ? 

Generally speaking, not in the least. They take a Pleasure, apparently, in 
SsS putting 



The Uon. 

B. F. Barrington. 

9th June 18^8. 
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Tkciion. putting you to Inconvenience at those Moments when they know you want 
them most. 

9tii .hme 1848. 3041. Is there a strong Contrast, practically speaking, between native 

Labour in those respects and the more continuous and steady Labour which 

is given by European Workmen? 

There are good European Workmen, but there are plenty of European 
Workmen as bad as the Natives. 

3042. Are the Natives acquiring any Property of any Description ? 

About me they are acquiring Cattle. 

3043. And Land ? 

No j they have no Wish to acquire Land about me. 

3044. They have no Knowledge of the Principle of hiring Land, and paying 
llent for it? 

They do not like the Idea at all. 

3045. When you speak of Property, what do you mean? 

They are fond of owning Cattle, — Oxen and Cows. 

3046. How do they depasture those Cattle generally ; do they hire Runs 
for the Purpose, or is there a sufficient Quantity of Waste Land? 

Sometimes on Government Laud, and very often on private Lands, with 
the Permission of the Landed Proprietors. 

3047. Do they pay for Permission to do that ? 

Generally speaking, they pay nothing in Money; generally, there is a sort 
of Agreement that they will work for you when you wan^ them, if they can 
conveniently come, you paying them good Wages. 

3048 Is that Agreement of such a Nature as to enable you, as a Landed 
Proprietor, to rely upon its Fulfilment with any Certainty ? 

No ; and I do not approve of this sort of Agreement at all. 

3049. "What is the Mode in which Land is sold at the Cape ; for instance, 
how did you acquire your own Land ; did you purchase it from the 
Government? 

No. I purchased it from a Landed. Proprietor of the Country. . 

3050. What is the System of Sale of Government Land ? 

• It is surveyed and advertised for Sale by public Auction at an upset Price. 

3051. The upset Price at the Cape is low, is it not ? 

' The minimum Price is 2.9. ; but the Government, whenever they think they 
can get more, raise the upset Price, particularly in Town Lots. 

3052. Is there any Difficulty thrown in the Way of the Acquisition of Land 
by the present System, or do you think it susceptible of any Improvement ? 

I do not think, so far as Government Sales are concerned, that there can 
be much Improvement, except as to the minimum upset Price, which, as n.. 
Minimum, in all Cases is too high. The sooner all the Government Land is 
sold the better, 

3053. Do you know what is the highest Price for which any Land for 
agricultural Purposes is sold in the District with which you are acquainted, 
not meaning Town Lands ? 

The Government have sold at 4s. an Acre, I think. Some Land was sold in 
my Neighbourhood for agricultural Purposes at the Rate of 10s. an Acre, a 
large Quantity of it. It had a large House and Farm Offices. 

3054. That was good Land ? 

Yes. 

3055. That was not a Government Sale? 

No. 

3056. That Land had already been in Cultivation, had it not ? 

Slightly cultivated ; but it was in a very fine Situation, with a fine Stream and 
a Water-mill. 

3057 . What 
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■ SO57. What is the highest Price for which any Government Land has been 
sold within your Knowledge? 

Pour Shillings, I think, is the highest Price that I ever heard of any bein"’ 
sold at near me. “ 

3058. Negro Labour is to be obtained, is It not ? 

Yes j there are a few liberated Africans whose Apprenticeships have expired, 
and there are still some of the Children in domestic Service whose Apprenticeship 
has not yet expired. 

3059. And for that Purpose how do they turn out ; well? 

In the Country generally very well. 

3060. Do you think it possible by any means for Negro or African Labour 
to supply the Want of Labour that you have described as existing in the 
Colony ? 

If you were to ask the Dutch Inhabitants of the Colony, they would beg and 
entreat you to let them have Negro Labour in preference to any other. 

5061. Do you think that that Opinion would be participated in , by the 
British Inhabitants of the Colony ? 

1 think they would be glad to have Servants, though Negroes. 

5062. Would not the Dutch Inhabitants require some Power of Coercion 
over their Negroes ? 

Of course there must be some Agreement between them and their Labourers. 
There must be the Relation of Master and Servant, and such an Agreement as 
they can enforce, but not in the Nature of Slavery. 

5065. Blit only in the Way of enforcing a Contract? 

Yes. 

3064. Viewing the future Interests of the Colony, have you any Doubt as to 
which'is the more preferable Mode of satisfying the Demand wliich you have 
stated to exist for Labour, by importing FAiropean Emigrants or seeking to 
supply that Demand from African Immigration ? 

I have no Doubt that European Labour will eventually be to the great 
Benefit of the Colony, and that African Labour would keep the Colony in the 
unhealthy State which it is in at present, I think ; but as an immediate Relief, 
I have no Doubt that a great Majority of the English Proprietors would be 
Very glad of Negroes, and most of the Dutch Proprietors would prefer Negroes 
to any thing else, and they are cheap. 

3065. Is there a Difference with respect to the Feelings of the Dutch Settlers 
and the English as to progressive Improvement, and a Desire to inve.st Capital, 
and the Tendency towards Accumulation, and the Increase of the Produce of 
the Colony ? In short is the one Class more enterprising than the other? 

There is no Doubt about the English having more Enterprise ; but the 
Dutch, when they see a clear Prospect of Gain, are just as eager for it as the 
Englishman. 

5066. Do you think they would have the same Means of employing and 
absorbing Emigrant Labour as the English Settlers? 

That would depend entirely upon the Capital of the Englishman. If the 
Englishman has Capital and the Dutchman has none, of course the Englishman 
can employ Labour where the Dutchman cannot; but the Dutch People have 
ail sufficient Capital to employ additional Labour, every one of them. 

3067. And you think that additional Labour would be remunerative to 
them, obtaining it at fair Wages? 

Yes, certainly, at fair Wages it would be. 

3068. Are you aware of the Despatches which have been addressed from 
Sir Henry Poltinger, from the Cape, on the Subject of Emigration ? 

To a certain Extent I am. 

3069* The first of those Extracts, dated the 20th of September 1847, states: 
“ The Council having voted a Sum of 10,000?. for Immigration, 1 trust that 
“ your Lordship will approve of this Expenditure ; in which Case, I beg 
“ respectfully to recommend that the same Plan for procuring and transmitting 
(46.16.) S s 4 “ British 



The lion, 

H. F. Sarrington 

9th June ISiS. 
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“ British Emigrants to this Colony, which has been in operation during the 
“ last Eighteen Months, may be continued. Agreeable to it Six Ships will 
“ have to be despatched; and I would suggest that one should leave England 
“ about the First of each of the following Months, January, March, May, 

« September, and November 184.8, and January 1849.” Is there any particular 
Period of the Year at which you think the Arrival of the Emigrants at the 
Cape would be more advantageous than another ? . ■ • -ni i 

Their Labour is not so much required after the Harvest, as it is in Plough- 
ing Time, Sowing, Sheep washing and shearing, and the Harvest, generally 
speaking. 

8070. In what Months of the Year would it be most desirable that they 
should arrive? 

The Times that the Governor mentions arises, perhaps, more from the 
Nature of the Voyage to the Cape. The English Channel has to be con- 
sidered, and Table Bay is not at all Times a safe Anchorage, neither is 
Algoa Bay. 

8071. Do you think that any Arrangement may be necessary at the Cape, 
in the event of continuous Emigration taking . place, as suggested by Sir Henry 
Pottinger, to insure the Dispersal of the Emigrants who are required, on their 
Arrival ? 

I think, taking the Colony generally, certainly. 

3072. Suppose, for instance, an Emigrant Ship or several successive Emi- 
grant Ships arrived at Cape Town, would it not be important to you to be 
apprised of that Fact, and to be able to put in your Claim for the Services of 
such Emigrants as might be disposed to come to your Estate in the District 
of George ? 

Certainly. 

3078. Do you think that the same Principle would be always applicable to 
other Proprietors? 

Most certainly. 

SO74. Is there any Establishment in the Shape of Emigration Agency at 
the Cape that provides for the Dispersal of the Emigrants on their Arrival, or 
that gives to the Landed Proprietors in the Colony the Means of claiming the 
Services of Emigrants when they arrive ? 

There is something of the sort. When Vessels are expected, the Queen’s 
Collector of Customs advertises in the Government Gazette that they are 
expected about such and such a Time, and calls upon those who require their 
Services to appoint Agents in Cape Town or Algoa Bay to make Arrangements 
with Immigrants on the part of their Principals, or to attend there personally 
themselves. 

8O75. Is that an Arrangement that is found adequate? 

It has quite failed in ray own Case. I want Immigrants to be landed all 
along .the Coast; at least for Ships with Immigrants on board to anchor in 
the various Bays, to enable Principals to come down and make their own 
Arrangements. 

3076. Viewing the Progress of the Population, and the Progress of Pro- 
duction in the Eastern Part of the Colony, do you not think that it would be 
important that a certain Proportion of the Emigrants should be conveyed there 
as well as to the Settlement at the Cape? 

Certainly ; along the whole Coast Arrangements should be made for Parties 
to have the Power of procuring them, and even in the Interior. 

3077, If that were done have you any Doubt that there would be a more 
rapid, as well as a more cftectual. Absorption of Emigrant Labour ? 

Certainly it would be more rapid. I think there are certain public Bodie.s at 
the Cape that could very advantageously employ Emigrants, such as the various 
Koad Boards, which might find them ^Vork at once, and then Masters and 
Employers could hire them from the Public Works ; that would give the 
Immigrants a Footing there, and they would sec their Way a little in a strange 
Land, and People would see the Advantage of employing them, when so near 
their Doors, but when they are at a Distance they doubt about it. 

3078. Is 
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307 s. Is there not a very important public Work in progress, namely, a 
Communication that has been commenced by an Engineer, from Cape Town to 
the Eastward ? 

Yes, and to the Interior. 

3079 . Would not that at once afford the Means of employing those Persons, 
until they were absorbed in the natural Labour Market, and contemporaneously 
improve the Resources of the Colony? 

I do not know wliether it would absorb them all at first, but so far as it 
absorbed them, it would contemporaneously improve the State of the Colony. 

3080- There is a considerable Sum annually appropriated, is there not, for 
Roads, Bridges, and public Works at the Cape ? 

Yes, for Roads and Bridges, and a special Rate levied for that Purpose in 
addition. I do not know what Appropriation there is for other public Works. 

3081. In Sir Henry Pottinger’s Despatch of the 3d of July 184.7, in reference 
to a Grant for Immigration, he states, “I propose to expend 10,000/. for Iinini- 
“ gration from the United Kingdom, to which I solicit your Consent, as the 
“ Demand for Labour in the Eastern Districts is very great, and we ought to 
“ make an E&brt to provide it. I have already conveyed to Her Majesty’s 
“ Govermnent my strong Recommendation in favour of this Measure, as I am 
“ quite satisfied, both from iny personal Observations and Inquiries, that it 
“ cannot be overdone.” Are you aware whether the Demand for Labour in 
the Eastern Districts is very considerable, as stated by Sir Henry Pottinger ? 

I should think it is very considerable ; the People arc very energetic and 
speculative there. 

3082. They are more exclusively British Colonists, are they not ? 

Yes, more exclusively British blooded. It is British Blood that absorbs 
almost all this Sort of Labour at present, 

3083. Are yon aware of the Alteration in the Boundary which has been made 
by Sir Harry Smith lately, which adds to the Eastern Country a very considerable 
Proportion of Land that was before Kaflir Land ? 

Yes. 



77/e Hon, 

H. F. Ban'hiplo'ri. 

9th June 134-fi. 



3084. Do not you consider that it would be highly important, with a view 
to the Defence of Property in that District, that the Frontier shoulrl be more 
thickly inhabited for the Protection of Stock than it is at present ? 

I do not know. In former Days it was a Territory scarcely inhabited. The 
more Stock there is the greater is the Temptation to the Kaffir to rob, and the 
more Wealth there is the more Damage he can do. Much maybe said 011 
both Sides of the Question. If the Frontier Colonists can e.xist as simple 
Cultivators, without Cattle, they will greatly assist in protecting the Colony. 

3085. Wherever the European Population begins and European Wealth in 
the Shape of Stock becomes accumulative, is it not of very great Importance 
that there should be a European Population adequate for its Defence ? 

Of course the more Men the more Defenders there are. 



3086. You are aware of the Recommendations which have been made to 
establish Military Colonists for that Purpose ? 

I have heard of something of the sort. 

3087. Under Sir Harry Smith’s Regulations has not the Boundary to the 
Northward been carried further than it was ? 

Yes,_^ormously extended. 

3088. Do you think, considering the Arrangements which have been made, 
and viewing also the Progress which upon the Face of the official Accounts 
appears to liave been made at Natal, that from those combined Circumstances 
the Cape.offers considerable Means of absorbing European Population, assuming 
it to be well selected, and that it is not poured in too rapidly, but supplied by 
a continuous and well-regulated Stream of Emigration ? 

Of course as you increase the Amount of Territory you can absorb move, 
and supply the Means of Livelihood for a greater Number of People. These 
Territories, both old and new, can absorb a great Number of Europeans now, 
and the more tliey absorb the more they will require till the Land is fully 
peopled. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

(46.16.) T t Mr. 
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Mr. JUSTICE THERRY is called in, and examined as follows ;• 

3089. YOU have filled official Situations in the Colony of Australia? 

In the Colony of New South Wales I have filled several official Situations. 

3090. What official Situations have you filled ? 

I have filled the Office of Commissioner of the Court of Requests for the 
Colony for nearly Thirteen Years. I have filled the Office of Attorney General 
of the Colony for nearly Three Years and I have been Judge of the Supreme 
.Court about Three, in one Year of which I filled the Office of Resident Judge 
for the District of Port Phillip. 

3091. What was the entire Length of your Residence in the Colony ? 

Nineteen Years. 

3092. How lately have you returned to this Country ? 

On the 10th of May last. 

3093. Your Intercourse with the Colonists in those different official 
Situations, has no doubt put you very much in possession of what the 
general Feelings of the Colony are on the Subject referred to this Committee, 
namely, that of Colonization ? 

As far as Opportunities go, I have certainly had considerable Opportunities, 
because, besides filling those Offices that I have mentioned, I was also a 
Member of the late Legislative Council as well as of the present, and I vacated 
my Seat in the Council on being appointed to sit on the Bench. I was Member 
for the County of Camden. 

309L There have been at different Times great Differences of Opinion on 
various political Matters in New South Wales, as 'in other Countries, amongst 
different Classes of the Inhabitants. On the Subject of Colonization and the 
Importance of procuring Labour have those Differences prevailed, or, on the 
contrary, has the Colony been nearly unanimous in Opinion ? 

The Colonists have had Differences upon many Matters, as Parties have else- 
where ; but upon some Points there seems to be a very general Concurrence of 
Opinion, and upon no Point has there been a more unanimous Concurrence of 
Opinion than respecting the Necessity of a Supply of Labour to the Colony. 

3095. Has that Concurrence of Opinion been shown by repeated Votes of 
Council, and Applications to Government, all tending to the same Purpose and 
to the same Effect, that of expressing a Conviction of the Power of the Colony to 
absorb Labour, and a Desire that that Emigrant I^abour should be sent out ? 

That is their Conviction, and there is no Subject upon which their Desire is 
so strong or their Wishes so eager and so ardent. 

3096. Has there been any Subject with respect to which there has been a 
greater Readiness on the part of the Colony and of the Legislative Council to 
appropriate such Funds as they could spare from other public Purposes? 

No Subject. It is a Subject upon which I may say they are unanimous. 
And now, I believe, both in the Council and out of the Council, they are disposed 
to devote their utmost Energies and to appropriate the utmost Resources of 
the Colony to that Object, as the One Thing necessary ; it is, in short, the Subject 
that most engages their Attention. 

3097- What was the Rate of Wages of Labour generally, at the Time of 
your leaving the Colony ? 

It varied in different Parts of the Colony, but generally it was very high; 
in some Places so high as Thirty, and in others Forty, and in manv Instances 
even so high as Forty-five and Fifty Pounds a Year, besides Rations'! 

3098. And is there not also a Permission granted to occupy a Hut in many 
Instances ? 

Yes. Wages are independent of Permission to occupy a Hut, and of very 
large and liberal Rations besides. 

3099. What Eflect do you think that this very high Price of Labour ha.s 
produced upon the Investment of Capital, and will you state whether Capital 

accumulated 
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other Places? 

It*rcnders Capital in the Country unproductive, and it deters the Importa- 

tion of fresh Capital, and the Investment of it in the Colony ; indeed without 
a Supply of Labour I do not know how Capital can be productive. When I 
left the Colony the Impression really was that the Person who at that Time 
was the Owner of 20,000 Sheep was in possession only of as much Property 
as enabled him barely to live, and with Difficulty keep out of Debt. It stands 
to reason that if a Man is to employ Fifty Persons as Shepherds and in various 
Occupations on his Station, it is a Matter of great Difference to him whether 
he pays them 20^. a Year or 50/. a Year. The Difference constitutes a very 
handsome and independent Income. 

SIOO. Viewing the Rate of Wages as you describe them, with the Prices of 
the Necessaries of Life as high as you know them to be in the Colony, would 
a Reduction in the Rate of Wages be still consistent with the Well-being of 
the Labourers ? 

Yes ; I am quite satisfied that it is perfectly consistent with their Well-being. 

3101. Does not a high Rate of Wages in some Instances, but more especially 
a.s affecting domestic Servants and Shepherds, operate prejudicially to the 
Character of the Labourers as well as prejudicially to the Interests of the 
Employers ? 

It unquestionably does so operate. The Demand for Labour in the Colony 
is now so great that a Servant feels that he has only to choose his own Employ- 
ment, and that his Master is as much under the Obligation and Necessity to keep 
him in many Instances as he is under the Master’s Control- Instead of there 
being a Necessity for advertising for Employment by Servants, as in this 
Country, the Employers are constantly obliged to advertise for Servants there. 

3102. Has not that a Tendency likewise to produce an Indifference with 
respect to moral Character, where the Demand for Labour is so great that 
every Man, whatever his Character may be, has a reasonable Chance of being 
employed? 

Yes ; of course Character ceases to be the Test of Employment. Labour is so 
necessary that the Employers of it must employ good, bad, and indifferent. I 
may state this, that just before I left tlie Colony there was an Importation of 
Homi-Savages from the New Hebrides and adjacent Islands in the South Seas, ,, 
which was certainly deemed a most objectionable Description of Persons to 
import ; and the Importation raised a great Complaint and Outcry from many in 
the Colony against the Gentleman who imported them, They were quite 
Savages, or nearly so ; and coming in competition in the Labour Market with 
free Men, they were opposed, and in some instances driven off the Sheep 
Stations by the English Servants in the same Employment. At the same 
Time it is but Justice to say that there was some Excuse to be suggested for 
the Gentleman who imported them, and who I believe embarked and lost a 
large Sum of Money in the Importation of them, on account of the great 
Dearth of Labour. He engaged in it not fi'om Choice but from the Necessity 
of his Position, and the Prospect of otherwise having his Cattle unherded and 
his Sheep unshepherded. 

3103. You seem to imply that the Speculation did not answer ? 

It did not. The Government and the Authorities discouraged it, and the 
free Men would not work with them. Tiiev were regarded and dealt with as 
Savages, and could not be effectively controlled under our Laws, and they thus 
became a complete Incumbrance upon the Hands of the Gentleman who im- 
ported them, and who derived very little or no Benefit from their Labour. 

3101). At the same Time was there not in the Proceedings of the Committee 
of the Legislative Council upon Emigration, a Division taken on this Question, 
and did not a considerable Number of Persons vote for the Consideration of 
the Question of introducing savage Labour ? 

Yes, 1 believe that was so. 

3105. Are you acquainted with the Speaker of the Legislative Council, 

Dr. Nicholson ? 

Ye,s, very well. 

(46.16.) T t 2 3106. In 
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3106. In a Letter which was given in Evidence last Year from him, he 

stated that he felt that if European Labour was not introduced, such was the 
Want of Labour that it would be souglit for editor m penal Laboiir m the 
Shape of Convicts, or savage Labour, or in Coolie Labour, or in Chinese 
Labour. . Do you think that is the Tendency of Feeling in the Colony ? _ 

Yes ; arising from the Necessity and Position of the Colonists, not certainly 
from their Wish or Desire. They would make any Sacrifice that their Resources 
enabled them to make to introduce a better Description of Labour. 

3107. Would the Effect of establishing an inferior Class, a subordinate semi- 
savage Caste, be dangerous, in your Judgment, to the future Interests of the 

Colony ? .11 

I certainly do think that it would cause it to deteriorate greatly, and to 
degenerate from the Character of a British Population, ■which certainly all 
who wish well to the Colony are most anxious to preserve. 

3108. Would not that Result operate also very detrimentally to the Con- 
sumption of British Commodities as well as on Agriculture, if the Labour were 
supplied from savage rather than from civilized Life? 

Most assuredly. This savage Labour is quite independent of your Supply 
of Clothing, and other Articles of Consumption, which, by the Introduction of 
European Labour, would of course be required. 

3109. Viewing Capital in its largest Sense, do you think that a Supply of 
Labour would have a Tendency to attract Capital, and that Capital so attracted 
would have a Tendency to offer additional Employment for Labour, and that 
thus Capital and Labour would mutually act and re-act upon each other ? 

Yes ; I think it would have that Effect, and it always, hitherto, has had that 
Effect in the Australian Colonies. 

SllO. How does the Deficiency of Labour act upon the staple Produce of 
the Colony, namely. Wool? 

It operates most injuriously. It is produced in less Quantity and of an 
inferior Quality in consequence of the Want of Labour. The Want of Labour 
obliges Proprietors to boil down their Stock, their Sheep and Cattle, wliicli 
is of itself the Destruction of the Capital of the Colony; it moreover thus 
operates most injuriously in the Production of an inferior Quality, in the 
Shepherds being obliged to attend larger Flocks than each Shepherd should be 
required to attend, and therefore they do not pay due Attention to their Flocks. 
The Injury caused by an insufficient Supply of Labour is further extended to 
the getting up of the Wool, the washing of it, and the Transmission of it to 
Market. All that varied Distribution of Labour is now restricted necessarily 
to a few which would require more Hands to do it properly. 

3111. Viewing the Question in relation to the Cultivation of other Articles, 
how does the Want of Labour act in respect to agricultural Industry ? 

It causes a much less Quantity of Land to be cultivated than otherwise 
would be. At present, the Quantity of Land cultivated is comparatively small, 
and if we had more Labour, we should cultivate a great deal more ; and it would 
act advantageously also in the Concentration of the Population, whereas the 
present Tendency is that of wide Dispersion. ' 

3112. Reserving the Question of the Price of Lands and the Mode of 
disposing of them for after Examination, does the mere Want of Labour check 
materially agricultural Interests, and the social Interests resulting from a concen- 
trated Population ? 

I-tliink it affects both ; in fact I know of no Interest in New South Wales that 
is not affected in a material Degree by the great Want of Labour. 

3118. Take the Question of the Introduction of Vine Cultivation, does it 
tell more especially upon that Branch of Industry for which a considerable 
Amount of Labour is required ? 

It teSs very injuriously there, for of course you are obliged in tliat Pursuit 
to have a Number of Persons in your Employment, and you have not Labour 
to gather the Vintage, and to perform the various necessary Functions that are 
requisite in Vine-growing and Wine-making on a suitable and extensive Scale. 

. 31H-. Have 
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8114. Have you formed an Opinion wlietlrer, with a considerable Supply of 

Labour, both Wool, Grain, the Vine, the Olive, and other Articles of Produce ... . 

might be very considerably augmented in New South Wales ? ' ^ 

Yes ; they might be both augmented and improved considerably. 

3115. The late Discoveries which have been made, and the more extended 
Territories which are now settled, comparing the Condition of the Colony at 
the present Moment with what you found it on first arriving there, extend all 
its Facilities and increase the Necessity of procuring more Labour ? 

• Unquestionably ; but at present those Discoveries appear to me to be ot 

very little avail, until you can get Labour to make them available. 

3116. Have there not been some Discoveries quite recently of mineral 
Produce in the Colony of New South Wales, in Sydney ? 

There bad been a Discovery shortly before 1 left the Colony, and with the 
Permission of the Committee I will mention the Circumstances under whicii 
the Discovery took place. A Gentleman, Mr. ■ — — Icdey, who was an extensive 
Settler in the County of Bathurst, a County about 120 Miles from Sydney, had 
obtained some Specimens of the Burra Burra Mine from Australia; he had 
many Shepherds in his Employment, I believe as many as Thirty, and he gave 
to each of them a Specimen of the Mineral, and told them that if they could 
produce in their Sbeepwalks anything similar to that, he would make it worth 
their while. After a few Weeks one of the Shepherds returned, with a Piece 
of Copper Ore, and the Gentleman was surprised, and teally believed that it was 
the original Piece that he had given to the Man, and tliat he was bringing it 
back to him ; but the Man told him, that if he would go with iiim a Distance 
of Thirty-five Miles, he would show him where he could get Specimens in 
any Quantity he pleased ; and the Result was, as I was informed by himself, 
the Discovery of a very rich and, as far as lie could ascertiin, quite an inex- 
haustible Copper Mine. The Consequence was that he immediately sent for 
that Description of Labour which was calculated to make it available and pro- 
fitable ; and I believe that the Labourers are now either on their Way out to 
the Colony, or that a Negotiation is pending for sending them out. 

3117. Is that the only Discovery that has been made? 

No ; in the Yass District Country, about 140 Miles from Sydney in a 
Southerly Direction, a very valuable Lead Mine has been recently discovered ; 
and these mineral Discoveries lead to the Hope tliat there is in New South 
Wales, as in Australia, a very rich Source ofmincral Wealth to be developed 

3118. Does the Evidence you have given in relation to the Colony, apply 
with equal Force to the Port Phillip District, as to New South Wales, properly 
so called ? 

I think it applies equally to both. My recent Statement as to the Mines 
relates solely to New South Wales. 

3119. Is there not in point of fact even a greater Facility for employing 
Labour and investing Capital advantageously in the Port Phillip District than 
in the whole Colony ? 

The Port Phillip District abounds in more agricultural Land. I apprehend, 
in that respect perhaps, that it may be deemed to afford a better Inducement 
to invest Capital there. On the other hand New South Wales presents a more 
extensive Field for Labour ; and I do not know, if you take all the Circumstances 
> lavoiirable for Investment in both Colonies together, but that they both stand 

on an equal Footing. In the Year that I was Resident Judge at Port Phillip 
(1845) there was a great Want of Labour. I may mention there was one 
V essel, theCataraqui, lost just as she was within a few Hours Sail of entering the 
Harbour, and a large Number of valuable Servants, both domestic Female 
Servants and Shepherds, were, I believe, on board that Vessel. It was known 
that in that Year no other Emigrant Ship was expected in the Colony, and the 
Consequence was that Wages were immediately doubled. The domestic and 
other Servants that you had for 15 f. a Year immediately demanded 20i., 30/., 
and even 40/., and the Consequence was that many respectable Persons who had 
been all their Lives Employers of Servants, were obliged to dispense with them, 
and perform these domestic Services themselves ; they could not keep them. I 
might also mention an Instance slio^^g the Effect of an insufiicieiit Supply of 
(46.16.) 3 mechanical 
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Mr, JnstkcThemj. mechanical Labour. A few Years ago a House was pointed out to me at 

Melbourne, and 1 was assured by Information upon which I could well_ rely, 

every Mason and that every Carpenter who was employed in the building 
of that House had received a Guinea a Day during the building of it. 

3120- About the Year 1840-41 there was a very considerable Increase of 
Emigration into New South Wales, and for a short Period there was some 
Superabundance of Labour in Sydney, and a Difficulty in finding Employment 
for the People. Did that, in your Judgment, arise from any permanent Excess 
of Labour, or fi-ora Want of adequate Appliances for the Distribution of those 
Emigrants in Districts where their Services might have been profitably engaged ? 

It appeared to me to arise in a great degree from the Want of adequate 
Appliances adverted to at the Close of the Question ; and certainly these 
Years should be taken as no Test of a permanent State of Things to the Dis- 
advantage and Discouragement of promoting Emigration ; those Years were 
Years of great Excitement and Speculation. About this Time we had X'wo 
English Banks with large Capitals, Two English Trust Companies with large 
Capitals, one a Loan Company and the other a Trust Company, and the Im- 
portation of such large Capitals, the Competition for Custom between tb6 old 
and the new Banks, together with large Balances of Government Money in 
the Hands of the Banks, and with the high Rate of Interest, Ten per^^Cent., all 
led to large Discounts, which encouraged the most extravagant Speculation. The 
Mischief was further aggravated by the sudden Contraction by the Banks of 
these Discounts, on finding the discounted Bills not duly paid ; in One Year, 
1840, the Colony imported more Goods and Property in Value than upon the 
whole they exportect in the Two succeeding Y’ears; these combined Causes 
produced an extraordinary Depression of all the Interests and of all Classes 
of the Community in the Colony. At present the Country has rallied in a 
great degree from that State of Excitement and Extravagance, and it proceeds 
in a more moderate and regular Course, calculated to promote a Career of 
healthy Prosperity. There is a due Proportion of late Years between her 
Exports and Imports; the Interest of Money is at a lower Rate, 1 think Six 
per Cent. ; her commercial and other Dealings are marked with more Prudence 
and Economy, and present quite a Contrast to the Speculation and Extravagance 
of the Years referred to, which should not therefore be taken as safe and proper 
Tests, in determining on the Expediency of Emigration, or the Means and 
Resources of the Colony for promoting it. 

3121. Even independently of those Calamities to which you have adverted, 
was there not a Want of System with respect to the Dispersion of Emigrants, 
as was afterwards shown by way of Contrast by the Efforts made by Mrs. Chis- 
holm to procure for the Emigrants Settlements in the more distant Parts of 
the Colony ? 

Yes, there was great Injury arising from the Want of some such System; 
and that Lady has imposed a great Debt of Gratitude upon the Colony for 
her Services at the Time that she came forward to a.ssist the Government. 

She. established an Office, and devoted Days and Nights to looking out for 

Employment for all Description of Emigrants ; her Services to unprotected 
young Females in particular who came tliere were entitled to the greatest 
Praise. She succeeded in an eminent Degree ; and no doubt, in any Plsm of 
Emigration, it would be a great Advantage if there was some Office established 
in the Colony mider the Superintendence of an Emigration Agent, where 
the Settlers and those resident in the Interior might have an Opportunity of 

registeiing their Wants; and the Emigrants upon their Arrival might he 

informed of the Rate of Wages, and the Opportunities of Employment which 
the Colony afforded. There are some such Offices ; but no doubt there might 
be a more improved System than any tliat has existed, and if Emigration were 
to be promoted extensively I think it would be very desirable. 

3122. In proportion as the Colonial Establishments extend, looking to the 
future, and contemplating the immense Coast from Western Australia to Moreton 
Bay, does it not become more important that the whole Tide of Emigration 
should not be directed to One or Two central Points, but that it should be 
conveyed to those Parts of the Country where it may be most required ? 

I think that would be a very desirable Improvement. All the Emigration 

has 
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has been to Sydney, and it is not easy to know the Wants of distant Parts of 7/ie«y. 

the Colony at Head Quarters at all Times. 9th June"iS48 

3123. During the Length of Time you have been there, have you had an 

Opportunity of considering special Cases among the Emigrants, and observing 

how far they have possessed the Means as well as the Disposition of advancing in 
a social State and improving their Condition ? 

I have seen many of them advance very prosperously from very small 
Beginnings, by prudent and industrious xMeans. 

3124. Have they become Acquirers of Property in Stock ? 

Many of them. 

3125. Do you think that those Opportunities exist in the Colony so as to 
afford a fair Inducement to other Emigrants to venture into tlie Colony, in the 
Expectation of similar Results ? 

I am sure that the same Results would be yielded to those who pursued 
similar Courses ; and I would venture to suggest to the Committee the Cause 
of tlie Misadventure of many who liave gone to the Colony. The Misadventure 
of those who have gone to ^the Colony with small Capital has arisen frequently 
« from their embarking too suddenly in the Purchase of Stock, and the Purchase 

of Land, without first becoming acquainted with the Constitution of the Sheep, 
the Mode of managing them, the Nature of the Climate, and the Mode of 
dealing with the Stock generally. If they embark Capital suddenly, they no 
doubt may embark it raslilyj.but if they would wait awhile and exercise a 
little prudent Caution, and train themselves with a little Knowledge, I appre- 
hend that a Man with a very small Capital would become, as many have become, 
in a moderate Time, very ‘independent. Many of those who have become 
affluent have pursued Courses of the kind I have ventured to suggest as 
advisable to adopt. 

3126. And the Instances you have known, of such Cases have not been, 
unfrequent ? 

Certainly not ; there are very many. 

3127. Are those Cases confined to any one particular Class of Einigi'ants, or 
have you known such Cases amongst the Engliaii, the Scotch, and the Irish 
Population ? 

I think they are pretty fairly diffused. 

3128. Have you known Cases of Success amongst the Irish Settlers ? 

Certainly, very many ; it depends in a great Degree upon the Cliaracter of 

the Man himself and his provident Habits. There are certainly many Irish 
Settlers who have become so, and many equally from Scotland and from 
England. I say equally, because I think quite as many Instances of one 
Country could be pointed out as of another. 

SI29. There is a considerable Number of Irish in the Port Phillip District, is 
there not ? 

Very many in the Port Phillip District. 

3130. And you have known among them People who liave been .successful ? 

Yes. I have known many Men who have arrived there with literally no 

Means, and who are now the Proprietors of several Hundred Head of Cattle, 

• who have large Dairies, and perhaps Three or Four Thousand Sheep, and several 
Horses besides, though Horses as yet are not .so abundant at Port Phillip as in 
the older Colony of New South Wales. 

3131. You are acquainted with the Case of the Postmaster of Campbell 
Town ? 

Yes; I know his Case and him (Mr. Hurley) very well. 

3132., In what Condition is he now ? 

He is, besides being the principal Innkeeper of the Town, a very prosperous 
Settler ; he exports Horses very largely, and he has got some 10,000 or 15,000 
Sheep, and I believe a few Tiiousand Head of Cattle ; he, is surrounded with a 
large Family, whom he anxiously educates, and is in very comfortable Circum- 
stances ; but. his History is not that of a few merely, it is the History of some 
(46.16.) 'P t 4 iiaiulrods.. 
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Mr.Juslicf. VkiTij. Hundreds. His Case, however, from being a Man much respected and known, 

' — is no doubt a prominent One. 

‘ 3133. Ho you think there is any thing in the Nature of the Irish Settler that 

unfits him for the peculiar Work that is required on the part of an Emigrant in 

the Colony ? , c a i 

I am not aware that there is; in some Instances they are preterred. in 
some Cases the Experience of the English Farmer is considerered to be a great . 
Advantage, in others the Scotch Emigrant is preferred, but for some Hescryi- 
tions of Labour many of the Employers prefer the Irish Labourer, as tor 
Shepherds, for instance, for hard Labour, for ploughing, and the oi^inary 
agricultural Labour. There are, I know, various Opinions upon that Point ; 
but 1 think the Exercise of an impartial Judgment will show that they are all 
received with equal Favour. 

3134 Is itvour Opinion that any considerable Amount of European Popu- 
lation can bo profitably absorbed in the Labour Market of Sydney, and that the 
general Opinion which you have stated to prevail amongst the Colomsts is 
founded upon Fact? 

I do believe so. 

3135. You think that the Report of the Legislative Council upon Emi- 

gration, which is before the Committee, and which you arc familiar with, does 
.speak truly the Sentiments of the Colonists, and accurately describe the State 
and the Position of the Colony ? , . „ . . ^ 

I think it does so generally; but, of course not adopting all its Opinions, 1 
am sure that the general Scope of it is correct. 

3 136. The Committee have before them an Account of the total Amount of 
Land sold in the Colony, from the Year 1837 to the Year 1846, leading to the 
following Results : 
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From which it appears, that in the Year 1837 the Proceeds amounted to 
121,962/.; in the Year 1838, to 128,865/.; in the Year 1839, to 166,713/.; 
W'hiist in the Three last Years they amounted to only in 1844, 9,174/., in 1845 
18,025/., and in 1846 to 27,700/. To what would you attribute that con- 
siderable Falling-ofl'in the Land Sales in that Period? 

Principally 1 should attribute it to the roinimum Price of Land being 1/, 
an Acre, and to the great Extent to which, in consequence of this Price, the 
Squatting System has extended, as well as to the great Facility aflbrded for the 
Occupation of Land without Purchase ; that naturally prevents the Sale of 
Land. If a Person can occupy and use Land without buying it, and buying too 
at a Price beyond its Value, it is plain he will not purchase it. 

3137. One 
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SI 37 . One of the great Recommendations upon which the 20s. upset Price ^|^■•fusticeTJ^e.TnJ. 
of Land was founded, was that it had aTendencyto secure the Concentration of git 

the Population. Do you think that that has been its Effect ? ’ 

I am quite sure that it has not been its Effect; and I should rather say its 
Effect was the reverse, to prevent the Sale of Land at all, and to promote Dis- 
persion by a System which operates as a Prohibition upon the Sale of Laud. 

3138. Will you describe to the Committee the Effect of that Ih tnimimum 
Price of Land upon the Squatting System, and the Licences for Rum ? 

By reason of the Price of Land being, as it is generally supposed to be, and as 
I think it is practically shown to be, beyond its Value, no Person buys ; the Con- 
sequence is, that the Squatters have an Occupation which they consider almost 
equivalent to the Proprietorship of the Soil. They have, for all practical 
Purposes, as complete an Ownership of the Land, in consequence of the Price 
prohibiting the Sale, almost as if they had purchased it. 

SI 39 . To what Extent in Head of Cattle or Sheep are Parties allowed to 
take a Squatting Licence ? 

I think the smallest Number of Sheep is 4,000 which the Squatting Regu- 
lations recognize. Of the Cattle so recognized I do not recollect the Number, 
but it can be easily ascertained ; and the Regulations then proceed, I believe 
indetinitely, to allow a Quantity of Land in proportion to the Quantity of Stock. 

3140. By the Estimate which has been given to the Committtee of Four 
Acres to a Sheep in a wild Country, that would afford to the Squatter a Licence 
on an Average for 16,000 Acres of Land. Have not those Squatting Licences 
so obtained a Tendency to produce an Effect somewhat similar to the large free 
Grants of I.and which had been anteriorly given, and which were considered to 
be a great Grievance and a great Abuse'? 

In my Opinion it leads to the same Result. 

3141. Then you consider the Land not worth 20s. an Acre ? 

Certainly not ; because I cannot imagine any Calculation by which you can 
arrive at the Conclusion that an Acre of Laud used for grazing Purposes 
can be worth 20s. an Acre. Take any Quantity of it, and see the Number 
of Sheep or Cattle that it will feed, and you will find that the Profit it will 
yield will by no means justify an Expenditure of such a Sum in the Purchase 
of it. That there is much Land worth U an Acre and more, I believe ; all 
good agricultural Land, with the Advantage of easy Transit to Market. Land 
in the Vicinity of Towns has been sold and will sell for 1^. an Acre and for 
more ; but there is a Description of Land which is usually occupied by Squatters, 

Which takes Four or Five Acres to feed a Sheep, which is principally an Iron- 
stone or some other Description of cold Soil throwing up a very light Grass, 
and unfit for agricultural Purposes, and I cannot conceive how Land can 
be deemed worth 20s. an Acre, when there is no Purpose to which it can be 
applied which would yield common Interest to the Capitalist. 

3142. You do not suggest that a less Amount than the minimum upset 
Price 1/. be put upon good Arable Land? 

I think you will always find that a Thing will bring its Value in the Market. 

Certainly with respect to agricultural Land, in Localities where there is an 
easy Access to Market, you may, I think, with some Degree of Justice keep 
up the Price of that Kind of Land; but that may be done by not bringing 
more of it into the Market than there is a bond fide Demand for. Whether 
however you do that by keeping it in hand, and putting it up for Sale under 
judicious Regulations, or by fixing a minimum Price, I think you will arrive 
at the same Result ; the Result aimed at being, I take it, to obtain a fair Price 
in Justice as well to the Purchaser as to the Public. 

3143. Do you remember a Despatch of Sir Richard Bourke, in 1837> when 
it was proposed to raise the upset Price of the Land? 

Yes; I recollect that Despatch. 

8144. Do you think that that Despatch stated by Anticipation msmy of the 
Inconveniences which you have described to be the present Result of a high 
upset Price ? . , ^ j u- i 

I think that he anticipated the Evils which have since resultea, and which 
would have been averted if the Course he recommended had been abided by. 

(46.16.) ' u 11 S14i. Is 
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'3145. Is not the EiFect of a mioiniurn upset Price of Land objectionable in 
itself, because, excepting in the Case where you do not wish the Land to be sold, 
it can only be of use as an Irapcdiinent ? 

Certainly. Experience has shown in New South 'Wales that the present 
minimum Price has only operated as an Impediment to Sale. 

314-6. Unless a minimum upset Price be established is there not a Danger of 
Land-jobbing to a great Extent, and did it not prevail to a great Extent before 
the Imposition of this minimum upset Price ? 

I am not aware that those Land-jobbers made much Benefit by any System 
of that kind. I believe, however. Land-jobbing was carried on at one Time to 
a very great Extent ; but I am not aware of any System that may not be liable 
to Abuse. 

3147. Did not Persons purchase large Quantities of Land who had no 
Opportunity of cultivating it, and which was allowed to remain for many Years 
in a wild State? 

I am not <aware that they purchased very large Tracts of Land that were 
allowed to remain so. There has been Land certainly purchased with the 
view of bringing it into gradual Occupation ; but when the Price paid for it 
originally and the Time before it is fully occupied are taken into account, I 
apprehend it will be found the Purchasers have paid quite enough for it. 

3148. There is no Tax upon wild Lands in New South Wales ? 

No. 

3149. In the event of a Reduction of the minimum Price, do not you think 
it would be expedient that there should be a Tax upon wild Lands that were 
purchased, but left unimproved, being retained merely for speculative Purposes, 
and without being turned to account ? 

1 think that would have a great Tendency to correct the Evil ; but with the 
Exception of some special Surveys formerly granted to Purchasers in the Port 
Phillip District and the early Sales in the "Years of Excitement in that District, 
I do not believe there were any extensive Sales for such speculative Purposes in 
New South Wales j and in both Districts the Loss and Ruin that generally 
befel those who indulged in them are likely to deter others from following their 
Example. ‘ 

8150. With regard to Speculation by Land-jobbers, do ^ou recollect an 
Arrangement that was made in Governor Gipps’s Time by which the maximum 
Price on a Land Sale was made the minimum Price of the Sale succeeding, and 
had not that System a great Tendency to encourage Speculation in Land ? 

Certainly ; and many Persons were induced to purchase, not certainly to their 
Profit, but to their Ruin. 1 believe those that embarked in such a Speculation 
found it a very perilous one, and the Land they bought they could very seldom 
either use or sell again. The System is open to this Objection, that if the 
Supply of Land brought into the Market To-day be less than the Demand for 
it, it will sell at a Price above its fair 'Value ; but if the Supply brought into 
Market the next Day exceed the Demand it will sell at a less Price, or by 
maintaining the maximum Price of the former Day not be sold at all. In either 
Case, to make the maximum Price of one Day the minimum Price of the next 
is an unsatisfactory and delusive Test as to the real Value of the Land. 

3151. Could that Mischief have arisen if there had not been a minimum Price 
fixed by the Government? 

No, that was the very Cause of it. 

3152. Viewing the Eigures to which 1 have referred and the great Falling- 
off in the Land Sales, do you think it can be fairly attributed to any other 
Cause than the altered System of the Sale of Lands ? 

I am not aware of any other Source to w’hich it can be so correctly and 
almost entirely attributed. No doubt there were subordinate Causes, such as 
the depressed State of the Colony; but if there had been no Depression, I 
do not think People would purchase Land at a Price from which, in no State 
of the Colony, they could expect a profitable Return. 

3158. What has been the State of Progression in the Exports of the Coin 
of tlie Colony in that Interval of Time; lias that been falling to the same 
Extent that the Sales of Laud have fallen ? 

I think it may be seen by Returns that the Coin in the Colony has increased’. 

3154. Does 
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.3154. Does that lead contemporaneously with the Falling-ofF of the Land J 
Sales, to tlje Conclusion that it is to the System under which the Land is sold 
and not to any Falling-off in the general Resources of the Colony, that tlie 
FalUng-offin the Land Sales may be attributed ? 

I repeat tliat I consider that maintaining the high Price of Land is the main 
Cause of it. With respect to a Question which one of your Lordships put as 
to the Expediency of maintaining a minimum Price, I beg leave to observe 
here that if a Mode were resorted to of putting up for Sale Land in such 
Quantities as there might be in the State of the Colony a fair Demand for 
it, under judicious Regulations, although you did not fix a minimuin Price, 
(still not bringing agricultural Land in favoured Localities into the Market 
unless you can sell it for 20s.,) such a Mode, together with a Taxation of 
those Persons who may be induced to speculate in Land-jobbing, by making 
a Man pay for the Time that he keeps it idle in his Hands, would correct the 
Evjl, for they would get tired of so paying for its mere barren and unproductive 
Tenure. 

3155. Do you think tliat the Squatting System in large Plots of Land has a 
Tendency to interfere in future with the Establishment of Hoads, Railroads, 
and Comimmicatlons of that Description in the Colony ? 

I am not aware that much Inconvenience is to be apprehended from that. 
At present, I believe that iu all Grants of Land, certainly in all those Cases 
of licensed Occupations, there is a most ample Reservation made for every such 
Purpose, for Roads and Railroads, and Improvements of every kind ; indeed, 
perhaps, the Reservations in all our Grants are more numerous than are either 
necessary or politic. 

3156. The Squatters never get any Title to the Land ? 

Yes. 

8157. Will you describe the Title that they obtain? 

They have a Lease of the Land for a certain Number of Years. I am not 
aware of the precise Nature of the Title, the Regulations not having been 
quite shaped into a State for Promulgation when I left the Colony, and I am 
not aware of all the Conditions of a Lease ; but, however, he is entitled to a 
Renewal at the End in some Instances of Eight and in others of Fourteen Years, 
upon certain Conditions, and for the Term of his Lease he has almost as R’.ucli 
the Enjoyment of the Land as if he possessed it in his own Right. 

3158. Has he not the Right of Pre-emption ? 

Yes ; I believe it is proposed he should have that Right. And I think the 
Squatters look upon the Terms on which they hold it as being very nearly as 
advantageous to them as if it were turned into a Freehold ; and if the If. 
an Acre is continued, it will have the Effect of strengthening that Impression. 
Still they must be aware there is an Insecurity in their Tenure, which a Change 
of System may affect, and that must have an injurious Effect; for when a Man 
is not certain of the Property, he will not make those Improvements upon it 
that a Man in the independent Enjoyment of the Fee Simple of the Property 
would make. He will be always in a State of Apprehension that it may be 
taken away from him, and his Improvements will not be of that Character, nor 
will he feel that Interest in the Property which a Possessor of Land always feels 
in the Enjoyment of that which he can truly call his own. 

3159- During his Leasehold Tenure has he a Right to transfer his Property? 

I believe that precautionary Measures are taken in respect of Regulations to 
prevent Transfers ; but I apprehend that it would be very difficult to prevent 
it. He may transfer it, and call the Transferee his Agent; and it would be 
very difficult, except by a Bill in Equity, to institute such an Inquiry as to 
determine whether this Man was his Agent or his Purchaser. I know that it 
is intended to be prevented, and that every Means will be taken to effect that 
Object ; but the Difficulty of accomplishing the Object makes me doubtful of 
its Success. 

3160. How does the Progress of the Squatting System tell upon the Applica- 
tion of Capital to farming Cultivation, properly so called ? 

It certainly, I should say, tends to retard it. 

(46.16.) X X 3161. At 
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3161. At one Period was there not an actual Prohibilion against cultivating 
any of tliat Land ? 

Yes ; and I believe there is that Prohibition at present, at least it was de- 
signed to be Part of the System, that the Possessors of Squatting Stations should 
not grow a Quantity of Grain beyond what was necessary for the Supply of tlie 
)Stations, as it was deemed unfair for them to enter into Competition with Men 
who purchased the Laud ; but, certainly, there are great Inconveniences arising 
from such a Regulation. It is very hard to prevent them from growing Wheat, 
because you put a Price upon tiic Land at which no one would buy it. I may 
add, the Quantity of Land fit for growing Wheat in ail the Stations is generally 
very small; and in many, very many, there is no Land at all fit for the 
Purpose. 

3162. Was not that original Prohibition subject to a Limit in reference to the 
Size of the Squatting Licence, .so that a Party having a Licence to a certain 
Extent was free from the Prohibition that another Party might be subject to ? 

There may have been some Removal of the Restriction. I do not know 
what may have happened since I left the Colony ; the Regulations were not 
quite promulgated at the Time that L left. 1 understood the Restriction to 
extend to all Squatters ; but I think it objectionable that you should prohibit 
the Growth of Wheat to any, merely because you establish a Price that 
prohibits the Sale of Land. 



31 6S. As far as the present Squatting System is promoted by tlie liigh Price 
of the Land, does it not, by discouraging Agriculture and deterring the Invest- 
ment of Capit.al in Industry of that Description, also act prejudicially upon the 
social Character of the Population ? 

It unquestionably does, both with re.spect to the Ediication of the rising 
Generation and the religious Instruction of them. There are several Clergymen 
now, who itinerate in those Squatting Districts, but, however, their Visits “ are 
“ few and fiir between.” 

3164, Are the Committee to understand that in your Opinion it is inex- 
pedient that any minimum upset Price should be fixed ? 

I should not like at a Moment to pronounce a positive and unqualified 
Opinion to that eft'ect; but 1 am strongly inclined to the Opinion, that under 
judicious Regulation the Principle may be applied to the Sale of Land that 
the Value of the Thing is that which it will bring. That is, I own, the Prin- 
ciple which I am willing to abide by myself; for all the good that may be done 
by a minimum Price maybe done by judicious Courses on the Part of the 
Government, by preventing a Sacrifice of the Land at a Price which would be 
injurious to the Country ; 'by bringing Land into the Market in such Quantities 
as that a due Proportion may be observed between the Demand and Supply of 
it, and by discouraging and defeating Land Speculation by some such Tax as 
one of your Lordships adverted to, or some other Corrective. 



3165. Do you think it would be expedient, in the event of the Adoption of 
a lower upset Price, to limit the Quantity that might be purchased at a Time, 
both as to the Quantity put up generally and the Quantity that might be 
acquired by Individuals ? 

Yes ; from a Knowledge of the Demand that there is for Land at the Time 
the Government may judge what Quantity it is advisable to bring into the 
Market ; bat I see no Necessity for placing a Restriction on the Quantity an 
Individual may think proper to acquire, 

3166. And if that were coupled with a Tax upon wild Lands, as is tltc 
Practice in America, should you not think that that would have the Eifect of 
dieckmg Sales merely of a speculative Character, without any Intention of 
Occupation or Improvement ? 

I think it would. Again, with reference to the Question of the minimum 
Price, I deem it right to state 1 am not aware, when the minimum Price was 
5s., that _ there was any very prevalent Objection to it. I think the Objection 
to a minimum Price began to prevail when it was fixed at an Amount so much 
beyond the real Value of the Thing to be sold. 

SI 67 . When the minimum Price was 5s., can you state what was the averasre 
Price that the Land brought ? ® 

I am not aware that it varied very much. When the Land was 5s. an Acre 

the 
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the Sale was very brisk, and it so continued during the Years that it was 5s . ; Mr. Jiwtioim, 

it .sometimes rose to 7s. and 12s., and soinetiraes more ; in short, the Price 

of Land varied according to its Value and local Advantages ; but soon as 

the 5s. minimum Price was abandoned and the 20.s. an Acre minimum Price 

was substituted, then many who would have continued purchasing Land at 
the 5s. immediately abandoned the Purchase altogether and took to squatting ; 
and then became general that substituted System of Squatting for the lawful 
Possession of a Man’s own Land, on which he would be less reluctant to expend 
Capital in making Improvements, than he would upon Property that he had 
not purchased. 

31C8. At tlie Time when the Population was much less than it is now and 
Capital less abundant, and consequently when there was a greater Motive and 
a greater Facility for Combination among the Purchasers, if the low minimum 
Price produced no evil Effect, then is it not obvious that it is less liable to 
Abuse when Capital is more abundant, when the Number of the Purchasers 
is greater, when Combination will become more difficult, and when Competition 
may be more relied upon ? 

Yes, that follows as a Matter of course. 

3109- Jhen must not the minimum Price be brought down to the Level 
of the Price of the very worst Land? 

I see no more Reason for making the Price of the worst Land the upset 
Price of all the Land than there is for making the Price of the beat Land the 
Standard by which to dispose of Land of inferior Quality. Such a Price as 5s. 
cannot be regarded as a Price for the worst Land ; some Laud is, no doubt, 
not worth having upon any Terms ; some Land there is that is doomed to 
irretrievable Barrenness and Sterility, and therefore no one would think of 
putting up that Land for Purchase ; but Land that is suitable for Cattle Runs 
and Sheep Runs, if that were put up at the minimum Price of 5s., I am not 
aware that any general Objection has been expressed to it, or perhaps would 
be. expressed to it. 

3170. Because you conclude that the Value of Llie Land is greater than 5s. ? 

In many Instances it is, but in many not ; indeed many Persons of Experience 

consider 5,s'. an Acre too high a Price for grazing Land. 

3171, Was not the Object of the Establishment of a minimum upset Price, 
tirst, to create a Fund for the Purpose of defraying the Expenses of Emigration 
into the Colony, and, secondly, to prevent the lower Classes of Emigrants arriving 
in the Colony from too .soon passing out of the Class of Labourers into that of 
Landowners ? 

I apprehend that those were the Objects contemplated, but I am not aware 
that they were ever fulfilled. At least, as the minimum upset Price of 20s. has 
not brought Emigrants, it has not affected their Condition. 

8I72. You do think that there would he any Danger, if the Price were lower, 
of a Disposition arising on the Part of the poorer Emigrants at once to acquire 
Land, and to cease to be Labourers? 

I do not think there would, because I think that a little prudent Foresight 
might satisfy any of them that purchasing a Thing beyond its Value would 
impoverish them and not enrich them, and that no Man would engage in a 
Purchase of that kind. 

3173. My Question does not suppose that more is given than the Value of 
the Land, but more than an Individual could afford, not having Capital, and 
who could not advantageously cultivate it, and by too rapidly passing out of the 
Class of Labourers into that of Landowners, unduly diminishing the Supply of 
Labour in the Colony? 

1 do not see how they could accomplish the Purchase of Land unless they 
had the Means. If they purchased without Means, they would quickly return 
to the Class they had left. 

SI7L Would they have any Motive to effect a Purchase of Land unless they 
had Stock to put upon it ? 

I apprehend not ; that would leave them poor instead of rich. 

( 46 . 1 S.) X X 2 3175. Is 
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5175. Is there not a general Disposition in the Minds of Men to become 
Possessors of Property ? 

No doubt there is. 

5176. And the Question is, whether a very great Facility in acquiring Land 
•would not induce many Persons to become Proprietors of Land, whereas it 
would be much better both for themselves and the Colony that they should 
remain merely Labourers for a Time ? 

I am not aware how it would lead to that Result. I take a Man’s ordinary 
Calculation to be this: if I am a Labourer, I am, like others, desirous to 
advance my Position, but will I do that by merely purchasing Land unless I can 
stock it, and have Capital to work it? I think a little prudent Foresiglit might 
satisfy a Man that he would be engaging by so doing a in very rash Adventure 
that would end not in Riches but in Ruin. 

3177. If the Object of the high upset Price be to procure a Land Fund, has 
not that been singularly disappointed by the Reduction of the Land Phind from 
120,000?. or 130,000?. to what it is stated in the Report? 

I think that is demonstrated by the Results. 

3178. "Were you in the Colony at the Time that the former System prevailed 
of a lower upset Price ? 

Yes. I was in the Colony for Nineteen Years uninterruptedly. 

3179. Can 5’ou say wliether the Sale at that Time with that low upset 
Price had the real Effect of ascertaining the true Value of the Land in the 
Market ? 

I consider that it very fairly had that Effect. I consider, in many Instances, 
for much of that Land if you pay 5s. an Acre, and have it stocked afterwards, 
that you will find really that you have paid enough for it, perliaps more than 
enough for much of it. There were extravagant Notions about the Value of 
Land in the Years of Excitement 5 but Years have moderated the People down 
there to ascertain the true Value of it by an Average of Years. Take Six or 
Seven Years together, and take your Price of a Cattle Run at 6s. an Acre, or 
varying from that to 10s. ; and I apprehend that you will find with the 
moderate Profits that have been returned, that you have paid quite sufficient for 
the Land. 

3180. You think that the Auctions were bonfl fide Tests of the Market Price 
of the Land ? 

I think they were generally. No doubt there were some Abuses, sucli as 
have been alluded to by a noble Lord, that of Land-jobbers buying Land 
for the sake of making a Profit of it by subsequent Sales. I beg leave to acid 
this Opinion upon the Subject of the Importation of Labour : I believe that 
there is a very strong Impression in the Colony, that however desirous they are 
for the Importation of Labour, that from their own Resources alone they cannot 
afford to import it as extensively as it is needed. 

3181. Have you any Doubt that they would be most desirous of making their 
own Resources auxiliary to other Resources for that Purpose? 

No Doubt whatever ; as far as they could they would do .so. I would only 
add, that there is a Feeling which is very strong, and will, I think, be thought 
by many to be very just, that a contributive Aid should be afforded by the 
Mother Country, and by those Estates, Parishes, and Districts which are 
relieved thereby of their surplus Population, and of permanent Incumbrances. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Monday, the 19th instant. 
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Die Mortis^ 20 ° Junii 1848 . 



The LORD MONTEAGLE OF BRANDON in the Chair. 



ROBERT BOWNE MINTURN Esquire is called in, and examined 
as follows : 

318?. Tou are a Citizen of the United States ? 

I am. 



Evidence on 
Colonization from 
Ireland. 

20th June 



- 3183. "Where do you reside? 

■' In the City of New York. 

3184. When did you leave the United States ? 

. On the 8th of May last. 

• 3185. Have you had occasion to turn your Attention practically to the' 
Question of European Emigration, as connected with the City of New York 
and the United States generally? 

I have, from being an Owner of Ships which convey Emigrants frorrj Europe j 
also, from being one of the Commissioners of Emigration under the Laws of 
the State of New York. 

■ 8186. As Commissioner of Emigration, have you acted practically in that 
Capacity ? 

I have ; I have devoted a great deal of Time to it. 

3187. In those Two Capacities of Shipowner and Commissioner, have you 
had occasion for a considerable Time to consider the State of Emigration ? 

For many Years. 

3188. What was the general Character of European Emigration to New 
York in the Years antecedent to the late Calamity in Ireland ? 

The most striking Point of Difference between the Emigration prior to 1847 
and subsequently was the great Amount of Sickness attending the Emigration 
during the Year 184-7. 

3189. Can you state first the Difference in point of Numbers? 

That Difference is most strikingly shown by the Statistics of our principal 
Emigrant Hospital. In the Year 184-7 the Number in oiir principal Flospital 
was 6,932. 

3190. Was that the Number at One Time? 

That was thew'hole Niiinber during the Year. In the Year 184-6 theNumber 
was only 1,036 j in the Year 1845 it was 421 ; in the Year 1844, 445 ; in the 
Year 184-3, 669- 

319L Can you enable the Committee to compare the Proportion which 
the sick might bear to the actual Number of Emigrants in those Years, because 
evidently the mere Number of sick would not be an Exponent of the Number 
of Emigrants, unless the Number of the sick always bore the same Ratio to 
the Number of Emigrants who landed? 

The Number that arrived at the Port of New York in 184-7 was 166,000 ; 
in the Year 184-6 it was 115,000 ; in 1845 it was 92,000. 

3192. Can you inform the Committee whether that is the actual Number 
of Souls, or whether there is any Distinction, according to the Law of the 
United States, by which Two Children imd'er a certain Age reckon as One 
Passenger only ? 

In these Statistics the exact Number of Passengers is computed. 

(4-6.17.) Yy 3193. Can^ 
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SI93. Can you give the Committee any corresponding Returns with respect 
to the whole European Emigration to the United States ? 

In regard to Emigration to the United States, our Statistics arc imperfect. 
There is a Law of Congress recjuiring the Collectors of the different Districts 
to report the Nuraher of Persons arriving, and minute Information regarding 
them ; but this Regulation is not carefully attended to. Therefore in the 
Figures that I shall give to the Committee showing the Number that have 
arrived in the States the Numbers taken from tiie Records have added to them 
an Estimate of the Number which have come in by inland Communication 
from the Canadas and from Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Those Esti- 
mates are made with a good deal of Care, and comparing the Scries of Years 
with the Statistics of the natural Increase of the Union they are believed to be 
substantially correct. The Returns have been received from a very Ijirge 
Portion of the Collectoral Districts ; but there are a few Points from which 
Returns have not been received. 



31 94. Will you state the Result of those Returns ? 

The Number in 1840-41 is estimated at 1 ■25,256 ; (I think tliese- State- 
ments are from June to June •,) in 1841-42, 151,660 ; in 1842-43, 112,738 t jn 
1843-44,111,910; in 1844-45, 153,622 ; in 1845-46, 220,576 ; and in 1846-‘i7, 
they are estimated at 300,000. These Estimates are made by Mr. Chickering 
of Boston, who has given great 'Attention to Statistics, especially with reference 
to Population and Emigration, and has written a very valuable Work upon the 
Subject. He shows that the Addition to the Population by Emigration 'in 
Fifty Years from 1790, when the Constitution was formed, up to 1840, exceeds 
the wliole Population of the States at that Period. 

3195. What Proportion of this Emigration do you conceive to be British 
Emigration, and what Proportion may consist of German or other Ihiropeair 
Emigration ? 

We estimate that about Fifty per Cent, of the Emigration into the United 
States is from the United Kingdom. 

3196. Have you any Means of informing the Committee what Proportion of 
the Emigration from the United Kingdom consists of Irish Emigrants, and 
whether that Proportion has varied to any Extent from Time to Time ? 

Of the 129,000 who arrived in New York from the 5th of May to the 31st of 
December I847, .52,946 were Irisli, 8,864 English, and 2,354 Scotch. 

3197- Do you think those Numbers might be taken as an Exponent of tho 
general Proportion of the Three Nations, or were there any Circumstances of 
the Emigration of last Year which gave a peculiar Preponderance in Number-s, 
to the Natives of any One of those Three Countries ? 

^ I think that would be a fair Criterion for a few Years past ; perhaps Three or 
Four Years. 

3198. Can you give.th.e Committee any Information as to tlie Proportion of 
German Emigrants ? 

The Immigration from Germany has increased surprisingly within the last 
Ihrce Years. i o u 



3199. In Numbers, how does it stand as compared with the whole Emigration 
or with the Emigration from the United Kingdom ? . 

Out of the Number which I have stated, namely, the 129,000 that arrived at 
Nfow York from the 5tli of May to the Slst of December 1847, 53,180 were 
Germans, and there were from France 3,330, Holland, 3,611, and Switzerland 
I,947- The Immigration from Germany has increased so much that thci'c Ins 
not been sufficient Tonnage in the German Ports to convey the People wishin-r 
to emigrate to America, so that a very large Number have been obliged to come 
to England, and emigrate from here. The Packets from London' have been 
chiefly employed for the last Two Years in carrying out German Emigrants. 

S20p.,Do not the Germans emigrate more us a complete Community than 
the Irish or English do, bringing with them Persons of different Classes and 
Grades of oociety? 

They do. _ A larger Proportion of thorn devote ihem.selves to Agriculture 
particularly in 1 ennsylvama and in the new Sfafoa at the West, where they 

. purchase 
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purchase large Tracts of Land, and form Settlements by thcmselres. In Penn- S. S.Uuur,,E,^. 

syLvama and some VV estern States the Laws and official Documents are published 

in both the Gennan and English Language. 20th June lets., 

3201. Generally having with them a Schoolmaster and a Clergyman? ' 

I would not say “ generally,” but in many Instances. 

SSOS. Will you state to the Committee the precautionary Measures which 
have been adopted by Law by the State of New York in relation to Emigration 
both as affecting the Health of the Emigrants and the general Police 
llegulations ? 

With regard to sanitary Regulations there is an extensive Hospital Estab- 
lishment, situated at the Entrance of the Port on the Bay, which has more 
extensive Grounds, consisting of Thirty Acres, and an 

ample Medical Staff. 

__S203. In your official Capacity was it your Duty to superintend, and from 
iime to Time to see how these sanitary Regulations were carried into effect in 
the Hospital ? 

Constantly. 

3204. Are you able to state that those Hospital Arrangements were 
satisfactory ?. 

They are very thorough, which is shown by the small Mortality in them. 

Out ot 6,932 Patients received into the Hospital in 1 847 the Deaths were 847,, 
or .Twelve and a Half per Cent. Of those about One Tenth died within Forty- 
eight Hours after they were received into the Hospital. 

3205. Was not the Mortality of that Year extreme from the Nature of thC' 

Disease? 

The Ship Fever. 

^ 33Q6. Is the Ship Fever a Disease which is usually more or less prevalent, 
even under Circumstances more favourable than those of the Year which has lust 
passed? • . • 

The Number of Cases of Ship Fever last Year were 2,24Q 5 in 1842 there were 
only 830 ; in 1841, 2S6 ; in 1840, 254 ; in 1839, only 80; and in 1838, only 6. 

, 3207. In the Year 1847 you say the Deaths were about Twelve and a Half 
per Cent. What, was the Ratio of Mortality in the preceding Years ? ' Do you 
think it was less or greater than the Mortality of last Year ? . 

It was much less in the preceding Years. 

3208. Can you state at what Expense the Hospital Accommodation is 
supported ? 

From May to December the Expenses were 82,829 Dollars. 

3209- How is the Hospital supported ? 

The Law of the State compels the Shipowner, on the Arrival of every Vessel, 
to pay a Tax of Two Dollars on each Cabin Passenger, and Fifty Cents on each 
Steerage Passenger, from Foreign Ports, and Twenty-five Cents on each Passenger 
by Coasting Vessels, which -is for the Support of this Hospital, and they are 
entitled to be received into the Hospital at any Time within One Year after their 
Arrival. 

3210. Is that a Tax generally levied upon Shipping, or only upon Shipping 
conveying Emigrants? f rr o 

Upon all Passengers. 



8211. Therefore all Passengers' corning into New York are subiect to that 
Tax,? 

Yes ; all Passengers arriving at New York by Sea. 

3212. Is there any other Tax to which Emigrants are subjected on their 
Arrival ? , 



Previously to May 1847 the Laws of New York required the . Shipowners, on 
the Arrival of their Vessels, to give Bonds that the alien Passengers should not 
become chargeable upon the Poor Funds of the City for Two Years after their 
Arrival ; but owing to the Difficulty experienced by the City Authorities in re- 
covering Claims under those Bonds, and the Irregularity and Insufficiency.of the 
Yy2 Relief 
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Relief to Emigrants, the Legislature passed a Law requiring a Tax of .One Dollar 
per Head (calling it the Commutation Tax) upon all alien Passeng'ers, and they 
then established a Commission in the City of New Yorl<, consisting of Six 
Citizens, and the Mayors of the Cities of New York and Brooklyn, and the 
Presidents of the Irish Emigrant Society and ot the German Society, who had 
charge of receiving this Fund, and administering to the Necessities of the 
Emigrants. This Fund, as also the Hospital Fund, now go into the Hands of 
that Commission. 

3213. Is that Fund exclusively appropriated for the Benefit of Emigrants ? 

Entirely. 

3214.. You have said that you yourself are concerned in Shipping ; have you 
not found it a Relief to you as a Shipowner to he able to pay a fixed Com- 
mutation Tax rather than enter into a Liability for an Event of which you could 
hardly ascertain the Results for a Period of some Years? 

. Yes. The pre.sent Law is decudedly preferred by Shipowners, and its Enact- 
ment was very much promoted by their Influence. Those Commissioners per- 
form their Duty without Charge, and undertook it solely with a Desire to benefit 
Emigrants. 

• 3215. Will you have the goodness to describe the Course taken for the 
Enforcement of these Laws when, a Ship arrives in the Port of New York ? 

• The Law requires the Captain to make a Report at the Mayor’s Office within 
Twenty-four Hours after Arrival, stating particularly the Names, the last 
Place of Residence, and the Age of all Passengers ; and upon that the Com- 
missioners of Emigration are directed to cause an Examination of each of those 
Pa.ssengers, Any Idiots, Lunatics, deaf and dumb, blind, or infirm Persons, 
who from attending Circumstances are likely to become permanently a public 
Charge, are not embraced in that Commutation, and for them the Owners of 
the Vessel are required to give Bond that they shall not become chargeable 
for Five Years. With that Exception, the Commutation of One Dollar covers all. 

3216. Those Cases are Cases which are patent and obvious upon 
Examination •? 

. Yes ; but that only applies to Cases where they are not Members o.f emigrating 
Families. If a blind Person is a Member of an emigrating Family, he is not 
excluded. The Design was, that if an emigrant Family wished to embark 
■with an unfortunate idiot or lunatic or blind Parent or Child, they should 
not be left behind •, but the Object was, to prevent Persons of that Description' 
being sent over from public Institutions in Europe. 

• S217- Take a Case in -whicli an Emigrant is reported either as being aged, 
reported as being very young, below the Age of full Labour; is there any' 
Provision for excluding those Cases ? 

None. The Clause is, “and if on such Examination ther? shall be found 
“•among such Passengers any lunatic, idiot, deaf and dumb, blind, or infirm 
“ Persons, not Members of emigrating Families, and who from attending 
“ Circumstances are likely to become permanently a public Charge, they shall 
“ report the same to the said Mayor,” and so forth. 

3218. There is no corresponding Enactment with respect to young or to old 
Persons ? 

, No ; unless tlie Term “infirm” should apply to Persons advanced in Life ; 
but that would only be the Case when they were not Members of emigrating 
Families. 



: 3219. You are sufficiently acquainted with the Circumstances connected 
with the Irish Emigration to be aware that in many Instances the Emigration 
consists of Persons who are-about to join Friends already settled in tlio Interior 
of the United States ; is not that Species of Emigration carried on to a very 
considerable Extent ? 

A very large Portion of those who come over are Persons who have been 
sent. for by their Friends who had previously emigrated. That will apply to all 
the Emigration to the United States. 

3220, You were acquainted with the late Mr. Jacob Plarvey? 

Yes. 

• - 3221. It 
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3221. It appears from Documents before Parlmment that Mr. Jacob Harvey 
took Means to ascertain from the Banks of New York the Amount of Re- j — 

inittances that were made to Ireland for the Purposes of Emigration ; does ' 

your Experience confirm his Statement? 

I have entire Confidence in the Accuracy of that Statement of Mr. Harvey’s; 

I know the Circumstances under which the Information was obtained. 1 know 
that it was obtained from the best Sources. 



3222. He stated, at the Time of making that Communication, that in New 
York alone the Remittances for such Purpose had exceeded 200,000k? 

I have no Doubt but that Mr. Harvey ascertained correctly the Amount 
remitted ; but I do not know how he could determine exactly the Proportion 
designed by Persons in America to promote the Emigration of their Eriends- 
from Ireland. 



3223. Do you not think that the Emigration of Europeans to the States or 
to British North America assisted by Friends already settled tliere, and who at 
once obtain through the Agency of their Friends Support and Assistance, 
constitutes one of the most valuable Classes of Emigration which you can 
encourage? 

I do i because their Friends being there they are able to give them at once 
Information to enable them to provide for themselves. 

3221-. If the State of the Law was such as to exclude that Class, or to, subject 
them to any peculiar Hardship or Inconvenience, as. compared with other 
Emigrants, do not you think that would be an inexpedient Law to continue ? 

As regards America, I should think it would be, for this Reason, that in 
America there has not yet been a sufficient Amount of Emigration to meet the 
Demands for Labour. 

3225. You have stated that the first Step taken upon the Arrival of those 
Emigrants is an Examination ; is that a Medical Examination to ascertain 
their Condition and Health ? 

There is an Examination by the Deputy Health Officer of the Port of New 
York, before the Ship is allowed to proceed to the City. 

3226. Is there a Report made by him to the Board of Commissioners of 
Emigration ? 

The Deputy PI ealth Officer has been employed by the Commissioners of 
Emigration to report all Passengers of the Class for whom the Law requires 
Bonds to be taken. 

3227. Upon that Report you act ? 

Yes. 

3228. Have you a Quarantine Station ? 

A Quarantine Station is connected with the Hospital. 

3229. Supposing a Case of Ship Fever to be reported in a Ship which has 
brought over Emigrants} js there any Detention of the Vessel or of the 
Passengers generally consequent upon that Report? 

The Ships come to anchor directly opposite the Hospital, and the sick are 
taken out, and carried directly into the Hospital. Under a Law passed Two 
Months ago, all the Passengers are taken out in Steam Boats or Lighters. Those 
who are well are landed in the City ; those who are sick are landed at the, 
Ho.spital, and the Vessel is discharged immediately. 

3230. Is the Vessel from which sick Emigrants have been landed and taken 
into the Hospital subject to any pecuniary Charge beyond those which you 
have described ? 

She is ventilated, cleansed, and purified, and then allowed to come into the 
City. 

3231. Neither she nor her Passengers are subject to any additional Charge ? 

Generally, no Charge. Occasionally, where there has been a. great deal of 

Sickness, tliere is some Expense for purifying, kc. 

3232. You have alluded to an Act lately passed upon the Subject; is that 
an Act of the State or an Act of Congress ? 

It is an Act of the State. 1 will mention a Circumstance with reference to 
‘ (46.17.) Y y 3 those 
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those Hospitals, as bearing upon the Subject of the Eifect of the Famine in 
Ireland. Of the total Number, 6,982, who were received into the Hospital m 
1847 6 S79 or Ninety-two per Cent., were from Ireland, and from Germany 
only ssb, or Five and a Half per Cent., which shows very strikingly the Ex- 
emotion of Germany from the Scourge with which Ireland has been aifectech 
Ih'otn other Countries there were only Two and a Half per Cent. 

32SS When you say “Irish Emigrants” you kiclude in that the Irish Emi- 
<rrantswho sailed from the Port of Liverpool as well as those who sailed from 
Ireland ? 

Yes. 

3234. Are you aware that some Vessels sailing from cenain Ports in Ireland 
where the Fever did not exist reached America in a perfectly' clean and 
satisfactory State ? 

No ; I am not aware of that. 

3235. The Attendance in the Hospital, and the Care taken of the sick, are, 

in your .ludginent, satisfactory ? . , t -i 

Yes-, there is an ample Medical Staff. But One Object ot the Legislature 
in passing this Law was to place the Establishment under the Control of the 
Commissioners, who could direct and supervise the whole Arrangements of the 
Institution. 



8236. And gratuitously ? 

Entirely gratuitously. 

32,37. You have stated that amongst the Gentlemen who by Law_ are 
appointed Commissioners of Emigration are the Presidents of the Irish Emigra- 
tion Society and of the German Emigration Society ? 

They are ex-oIUcio Members of the Board. 

3238. Are those Societies voluntary and charitable Associations ? 

Yes. 



3239. What is- the Object of those Associations ? 

Their Object is to give Information and Advice to their Couhhymen, and 
some pecuniary Assistance j but their Assistance is most important in giving 
Advice and Information. 

3240. Who is the President of the Irish Emigration Society ? ' 

Mr. Gregory Uillon. 

3241. Is the Information which they give of a Character such as to enable 
the Emigrants to find where there is the most effective Demand for their 
Labour, and where they can at once obtain Employment? 

That is the chief Instrumentality for that Purpose. 

3242. Where do they obtain Employment, for the 'most part? Is it in the 
Seaboard Towns, oris it by passing into the Interior? 

Of the Emigration from Ireland, the Return.? show that about Three Fifths 
are Males. The adult Males find Employment to a great Extent upon our 
public Works, and they proceed almost immediately to them. 

3243. Will you describe the public Works to which you refer ? 

The Canals and Railways in New England, New York, and in Pennsylvania 
and in many Instances in the fiir West there are extensive Operations of that 
Nature now in progress, evefi in Indiana and Illinois. 

3244. Do they obtain a Rate of Wages adequate to their Support ? 

Their Wages' last Summer were' unusually high ; say a Dollar per Day. They 
have since fallen to from 7^ Cents to 85 Cents per Day. 

3245. That Rate presumes an active Demand for Labour, and a great Power 
of absorbing it ? 

The Demand for Labour was so great during the Year that all the able-bodied 
Male' Eraigriints who arrived' found Employment, and were willing to work. 

3246. There was then no Indisposition on the Part of the Irish Labourers to 
support themselves by honest Industry ? 

On the contrary, every Man who was able to carry a Spade went to work ; 

and 
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alid although the Commission of Emigration commenced its Operations in May, H-B.:\luUui-n,J2s,i. 
and those Persons were authorized'by Law to demand Assistance from tliem , ^ 
whenever they were unable to take care of themselves, there were no Instances ' 

of Applications from able-bodied Men for Admission to the Institutions of the 
Goinmissloners until the Winter set in, which greatly diminished ont-door 
Labour, and at no Time were there chargeable to the Commissioners more than 
300 ablorbodied Men. 

3217. Out of the enormous Number that came ? 

Out of an Emigration of <50,000 Irish and l60,000 of all Nations. 

3248. Then may it be inferred that during the Summer Season they had 
accumulated enough to maintain themselves without having recourse to Assis- 
tance. from others ? 

In most Instances the Railway Operations were continued during the Winter, 
at reduced Wages. They were willing to work for barely sufficient lo maintain 
themselves. .When the 'Spring opened in Eebruary the Demand for Labour 
revived on the Hallways, and all the able-bodied Men in the Institution in 
charge of the Commissioners went to work. 

, S249- Do tliey generally work by Task Work, or do they get daily Wages ? 

They get daily Wages from the Contractors. 

S25D. Have you heard any Complaints of the Labour winch they gave to 
the Contractors when so employed, or was the Labour considered to be 
satisfactory ? , 

There are occasional “ Strikes ” for Wages ; but their Labour is invaluable to 
us; we could not carry oitlour public W'orks without them. . 

. 3251. Can you state what the general Prices of the first Necessaries of Life 
were in the Year 1847 ? 

In the .Year 1847 those' Articles were extremely high, owing to the great 
Demand from this Country, The Price of Flour was from Six to Eight Dollars 
the Barrel of 1 9() lbs. ; salted Pork was, I should think, from Six to Eight Cents 
the Pound salted Beef, Four to Seven Cents per Pound ; and Corn, Seventy to 
One hundred Cents per Bushel. 

3252. At those Wages which you have mentioned can you state whether 
the Labourer had an adecpiate Command over the Necessaries ofLife? 

Yes ; when employed, they can supply themselves adequately. 

3253. Have you had an Opportunity of observing the Condition of those 
Labourers, during their Employment as to Clothing and general Appearance, 
so as to be able to contrast tlieir Condition at the Time of their Arrival with 
that to which it was raised after a certain Time of Employment? 

I have not such Opportunity of Examination as would enable me to answer ' 
this Question intelligently. 

3254. Do you know whether they deposit any of their Earnings in the 
Savings Banks ?. 

■ I know that a very large .Amount of Deposits are made by the Emigrants ; 
whether by those employed upon the Railways I do not know. 

32.55. Supposing that Railway Employment to be considerably limited, or 
altogether to cease in consequence of the Completion of such Undertakings, 
do you, conceive that such Emigrants as you have described would be able 
to obtain Employment in the old States, or in the Western States, in agri- 
cultural Labour, for the Benefit of the Settlers? 

If the Railway Operations sliould cease there would of course be a great 
Decrease in the Demand for Labour. I might connect , with Railway Labour 
the Labour in Coal and Iron Mines, which employ a great Number, especially in 
the Production of Coal, which has become very great in America. 

3256. Do you think there would be a continuing Demand for Labour which 
would afford Employment for the Emigrants whose Condition you have de- 
scribed, taking the Western States into account? 

It is. impossible to express any precise Opinion upon that Question, as of late 
Years we have had a very large Demand for Railways, Canals, and Mining. 

Operations. Without them the Demand for Labour would greatly diminish, 

‘(46.17.) Yy4 and 
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3257. Are not you aware, that wherever Railways are finished there is an 
additional Amount of Labour required for the Cultivation of the Land which is 
opened by such Comiminicalion. 

In the new Western States that Effect has been fully realized. In the 
Atlantic States it has not materially increased the Demand for agricultural 
Labour. 

3258. Is that owing to the Advantage which the Ear-west possesses over the 
old Settlements? 

Yes. The superior Eertility and Cheapness of Lands in the new Western 
States attract to them nearly all Emigrants who intend to purchase Lands, and 
also large Numbers of agricultural Labourers. The opening of Railroads has 
not materially increased the agricultural Population of the old States. In the 
State of New York the Ratio of Increase has diminished within a few Years, 
owing to the greater Attractions of the Western States. 

3259. Then the Distinction which you would draw is between the Effect of 
a Railway in a Country which, like the New England States and New York, 
is already far advanced in Settlement, and the Effect of opening up a new 
Country which is as yet but imperfectly settled ? 

Yes. 

S26O. Is there an active Demand for Labour in the Western States propor- 
tionate to the great Extent of the Country ? 

Certainly ; there is a great and increasing Demand. 

3261. Is not there a great Tide of Emigration constantly setting towards tlie 
Western and less occupied Countries ? 

Immense 5 not only of Foreigners, but also from older settled States. 

3262. What Description of Persons travel from the old Settlements on the' 
Seaboard.to the West for the Purposes of Settlement, 

Persons of every Class and Description. Mr. Chickering estimates the 
Emigration from New England alone, from the Year 1790 to 1840, at 1,302,908, 
besides ■which greatNumbers have gone from all the other Atlantic States. 

326s. Are many of those Persons who so emigrate from the old States to 
the Western Country Persons carrying with them Capital, and forming perma- 
nent Settlements in the West ? 

Yes ; they have been permanent Settlers ; and besides the Capital they have 
taken with them they have introduced the Laws and Institutions of the old 
States, and by their Energy and Intelligence have established a controlling 
Influence in the whole Western Region. 

3264. Does not every Settlement of that Description tend to create a new 
Demand for agricultural Labour? 

Yes, certainly. Every Settlement opens a Demand for increasing Emigration, 
those People who go there calling for their Friends to follow them ; and in 
Time Railroads, Canals, and all the Improvements of the old States are intro- 
duced. The Etfect is also very important, in creating a Union of Feeling 
between the new States and the Friends they leave in the old. 

.3265. In fliot, can you imagine the passing of Capital to any Extent into' an 
unoccupied Territory, unless that Capital can be productively employed by 
having a Command of Labour at a reasonable Rate ? 

Certainly not ; except singly for the Purchase of Land, with a view to future 
Improvement. 

3266. Are not the Facilities of Settlement in the Western Country aug- 
mented by the Facility with which the public Land.s in America are disposed 
of, and a Title obtained by a Person wishing to purchase ? 

Certainly ; that is the great Element of Growth in the West. Land.s are sold 
at the Rate of a Dollar and a Quarter in America. That is the Price of choice 
Lands in the West. 

■ , ■ ■ 3267. Is 
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32G7. Is there any technical Difficulty in making out a Title ? 

Not at all. The Title is obtained directly from the Government of the 
United States. 



R.S- Minium, Es:(fx 
aOtli .Tune 18-1'8. 



3268. Does any great Expense attend the making out the Deed of Convey- 
ance constituting the Title ? ^ 

None. 

S269. Is all the Land sold at a uniform Price ? 

All the Government Land is sold at a uniform Price at present ; a Dollar and 
a Quarter per Acre ; 5 s, Sterling. 

3270. When a Person lias become the Acquirer of Land in his own Person 
and wishes to dispose of it, for a valuable Consideration or otherwise, to a Third 
Party, is he encumbered with the Technicalities of English Conveyancing, 
Leases and Releases, and those expensive Modes of Conveyancing with which 
American Citizens are as well acquainted as the People of England ? 

I can describe the Process to the Committee, An Emigrant goes into the 
Country, and examines the Land. Having found a Plot which suits his Purpose, 
he goes to the Land Office, and takes out a Warrant for the Quantity of Land 
he wishes, deposits his Money, and soon after that receives a Patent from- 
Washington for the Quantity of Land which he wishes to take, which is regis- 
tered in the County. And the Re-sale of the Land is effected by a. simple 
Deed, signed by the Party purchasing, with his Wife, if he has one. 

3271. Is the Transfer registered ? 

The Transfer is registered in the County where the Land is situated.. All 
that is attended with very trifling Expense ; a few Dollars. 

S272. Is there any Stamp Duty upon it ? 

None. 

3273. To that simple Mode of acquiring a Titlp, and to the cheap Price at 
which the public Lands are sold, you attach great Importance, as promoting 
Settlement and giving Employment to Labour in those new Countries? 

That, with the excellent Quality of the Lands, and the Facility of Transport- 
ation to the Sea Coast, are the great Incentive to Emigration to our new 
States ? 

3274. Do you connect with that the rapid Growth which has taken place in 
the Western Towns and Cities ? 

It is entirely from the Operation of these . Causes. 

3275. Is there any Tax upon wild Lands in the United States? 

After Land passes into the Hands of Individuals it becomes subject to the 
Road Tax, and a Tax for the general Purposes of the State in which It lies. 

327G. Therefore if an Individual buys Land with a view to a future specula- 
tive Value in that Land, without turning it immediately to profitable Account,, 
he is met by a State Tax which will induce him to make it productive as soon 
as he can ? 

The State Tax is a great Obstacle to Speculation in wild Lands and an In- 
ducement to Individuals who hold them to make them productive or realize 
them as soon as possible. 

3277- Supposing an industrious Labourer, a European Emigrant, for example,, 
obtaining Employment at the high Rate of Wages you have described, and out 
of those ^W ages making Savings, and depositing them in a Savings Bank, is there 
any Difficulty in his becoming a Purchaser of Lands and a Settler himself, and, 
have such Cases come within your Observation ? 

It is quite in the common Course of Events for the agricultural Labourers 
at the West, from their Savings, to purchase Lands, and become independent. 
Farmers. With Land at One Dollar and a Quarter per Acre the Capital required 
can be saved in a very few Years : Houses being built of Logs which are cut oil 
the Spot. 

3278. Being so prosperous do they become Consumers of the Comforts and 
Necessaries of Life, and thereby incidentally give a Support to the general 
Manufactures of the Country as well as to the Import Trade ? 

Their Lands are immediately produciive and soon enable them to command 
the Comforts and Necessaries of Life, and consequently to become Consumers of 
(4<6.17 .) Z z the 
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Production. 



also of Articles of Foreign 



3S79- What incidental Effect do you think Emigration produces upon the 
Trade and Navigation of the United States, as well as the European Countries 
connected in Commerce with the United States ? 

It has become now one of the great Supports of Commerce. 

3280. In what Way? 

The Amounts paid for the Passage of Emigrants go very far towards paying 
the Expense of the Voyages of Ships from America to Europe and back. 

8281. What Effect do you conceive would be produced upon Freights' if 
there were to be any Termination put, either by artificial or by natural Causes; 
to European Emigration to America? 

I estimate the Amount of Eh-eight paid by the Emigrants to the United 
States in the Emigration of last Year at .'5,000,000 of Dollars. The Effect of 
that is greatly to diminish the Cost of the Transport of Cotton and Provisions 
from America to Europe. The Freights of those Articles would be very 
greatly increased but for the Proportion of the Expense of the Voyage borne by 
Emigration. The great Reduction which has taken’ place in the Cost of the 
Transport of Cotton and so forth could not have been borne but for the 
Support which the Ships received from Emigration. 

3282. That is the Result, not only from your Experience as a Commissioner 
of Emigration, but as being likewise concerned in Commerce as a Shipowner!? 

This is my Experience and Observation as a Merchant and Shipowner. In 
that View the Subject does not come before the Commissioners of Emigration. 



3283. Are the Committee to infer from what you have stated, that even if 

the Effect of Emigration were totally different in other re.spects as affecting 
Europe, yet in the cheapening of the Freights for American Produce consumed 
in Europe the European States have a great Interest in Emigration ? ' 

Certainly ; its Effect in cheapening to European Manufacturers and Cousiiniers' 
the Cost of the Cotton and Provisions of America is worthy of serious Con- 
sideration. • • - ... ..... 

3284, Is that Interest peculiarly, felt by the British Empire in its Relations^ 

with the United States ? - ^ 

It is felt in its Effect upon the Cotton, Bread Stuffs, and Provisions of 
America which are brought here, and it is felt also in the giving Employment 
to a great Amount of British Tonnage engaged in transporting those Passengers 
to America. The Lines of Packets from the United States to this Port and 
also to Liverpool could not be sustained with the present Rate of Freight but 
by the Emigration from those. Ports. 

^8285._Then would- it be right to infer (confining the present View of 
Emigration to its Effect upon Shipping, and assuming that there exists a- 
l ower in the Labour Market of absorbing the Emigrant upon his Arrival,)- 
that in proportion - as that Emigration increases those Advantages to Trade 
which you have described will augment likewise, and that in proportion as 
Trade augments the Facility likewise for Emigration will augment also ? 

Certainly. . , o » 

3286._ They act and re-act upon each other? 

Certainly. Freights never were so low. as they are this Year. Ships could' 
not come here at those Freights except for the large Amounts they receive 
for the Conveyance of Passengers back. So far this. Year the Amount of the 
Return Freight for Emigrants to New York has been greater than the Amount 
of the outward Freights from thence to England. The Passage Money of 
Emip'ants i,s much more important than the Freights of Merchandize from 
England to the United States. Many British Vessels cany Emigrants to New 
York, and after landing them proceed to the Southern Ports for Cotton or to- 
Canada for Timber. 



SS 87 . Are there not sevcr.nl Irish Merchants .Settlers in the United States 
who have risen to Station and Opulence? 

Yes; a Number throughout tite Country. 

3288. 1-Ius 
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. sa88. Has there been manifested on their Part, within your own Knowledge, 
as an Emigration Commissioner, a Desire to assist by Counsel and otherwise 
their Countrymen upon their Arrival there ? 

They have influenced the Legislature of the State of New York very much 
m forming Laws,— very stringent Laws,— for the Protection of Emigraiits from 
Fraud ; and they also promoted the Passage of the Law which established the 
Commission of Emigration. 

3289. Will you state what Laws have been passed for their Protection 
against Fraud ? 

^The Frauds perpetrated upon those Emigrants were so great by the Keepers 
of boarding Houses, and by Persons engaged in their Transportation into the 
Interior, that in the Autumn of last Year the Legislature appointed a Com- 
ipittee, which sat in New York for some Time, taking Evidence upon this 
Subject, which is embodied in a Report which I have here;. and consequent 
upon that they passed a Law, which took ' effect in May last, giving extra- 
ordinary Powers to the Magistrates to punish any Boarding-house Keepers 
detaining the Baggage of Emigrants. It also provides for the Punishment by 
Fine and Imprisonment of Forwarders, who may overcharge Emigrants for the 
Transportation of themselves or their Baggage. 

3290. Is not that a very large Exercise of Authority granted exclusively for 
the Benefit of Emigrants ? 

It is an extraordinary Power, granted from the Necessity of the Case, as 
those People cannot wait tlie alow Process of ordinary legal Proceedings. 
They land at New York, and wish to pass immediately into the Interior., The 
Landlords took advantage of them, and exacted exorbitant Rates, from^ thein 
during the short Time they were in New York, and held their Baggage till 
they paid them. The Parties who had made their Arrangements for passing 
into tile Country could not encounter this Delay. The ordinary Process of 
Law would of course be naturally too tedious for them, and therefore tlie 
Legislature has given the Authorities this summary Process The Keeper of 
the Hotel is, brought before the Mayor or Police Magistrate, and upon Con- 
viction is fined, and an Officer is authorized to take immediate Charge of the 
Baggage. The Hotel Keepers are by this Law restrained from any Lien upon 
the Baggage of Emigrants. 

3291’. You have mentioned “Forwarders;” wliat Class of Pen-sons do you 
describe as Forwarders ? 

^ The Forwarders arc those Persons who make the Arrangements witli the 
Canal and Railway Lines for the Conveyance of Emigrants from the Sea- 
coast to the Interior. 

^ 32Q2. Can you state to the Committee what are the Expenses to which an 
Emigrant is subject in Transinission from New York to any of the great Seats of 
■internal Labour, where he is likely to obtain Employment? 

The Rate of Passage, without Food, from New York to Buffalo, a Distance of 
500 Miles, is 2^- Dollars to S Dollars ; from New York to Cleveland (Ohio), 
700 Miles, 5 Dollars, 50 Cents; Detroit (Michigan) 850 Miles, 6 Dollars; 
Milwankie (Wisconson), 1,500 Miles, 9 Dollars 50 Cents ; Chicago (Illinois), 
1,500 Miles, 9 Dollars 50 Cents. 

3293- Is that by Canal ? 

By Canal and Steam Boats. 

•S29‘l<. What Effect was produced in the United States by the Accounts that 
were received of the Destitution and Suffering in Ireland last Year; did it 
])rodiico any Di.sinclination to receive Emigrants, or any Disinclination on the 
Part of the People to meet that Calamity by Charity ? . 

On the contrary, it will be seen from what I have said that the Laws passed 
at that Time, which are perhaps the best Exponents of the Feelings of the whole 
Community, were directed to mitigate the Effects of the Sickness-and Desti- 
tution of Emigrants, and to protect them from Frauds. 

3295. Were there any other Steps taken, showing the Feeling of the 
Citizens of the United States with respect to the Misfortunes and Sufferings 
of Ireland? ■ 

Gn'the Receipt of the Intelligence in America of the Famine in Ireland, a 
spontaneous Feeling arose throughout the Union to contribute as far as possible 
Z z 2 towards 
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R B.Miniurn,Esq. towards tlie Relief of the Distresses there. From almost every County in the 
20 ih June 1848 , Union, from the Atlantic to the Mississippi, Contributions were sent for 

the Purpose of being forwarded to Ireland. In that Way an Amount was sent 
to Ireland and Scotland of more than 500,000 Dollars. 

.$ 296 . Were those Contributions made both in Money and Provisions.!' 

In Money and in Provisions. It is proper to mention, in connexion with 
that, the great Service rendered by the Gentleman to w’hom you before alluded, 
Mr. Jacob Harvey, in mating known the Suffering in Ireland, and in stimulating 
other People to contribute to its Relief. Mr. Harvey’s Connexion with Ireland' 
placed him in possession of the earliest Information, and he caused Circulars 
to be printed making known the Distress, which were scattered through the 
Country. He called together a few Individuals in New York, who formed a 
Committee for the Reception of the Contributions of the Citizens of New York 
and other States. A Committee likewise was formed at Washington, con- 
sisting of the most prominent Members of the Government and of the Congress, 
and throughout the whole Length and Breadth of the Union there was a 
Willingness to contribute j and it was regarded as a most interesting Event, 
the general Sympathy which was manifested. 

3297* Mr. Harvey was an Irish Settler? 

He was. 

3298, Was he respected and esteemed, and was his Character and social 
Position such as to entitle him to Weight and Respect from the Committee? 

He was a Gentleman of great Intelligence and Respectability. His whole 
Life was an Example of Benevolence, especially in respect to his destitute 
Countrymen, and no Man in the Community was more generally known or 
more esteemed. 

3299- Did be exercise considerable Influence in Society, exhibited in other 
respects besides becoming the Source from which the Subscription for the 
Relief oP the Irish Distress originated ? 

Yes. No Man held a better Position than Mr. Harvey. His social and 
other_ Qualities rendering him the Nucleus of the most intelligent and dis- 
tinguished Society, both among ourselves and of Foreign Visitors. 

3300. Although varying in Degree, have there come within your own 

Knowledge other Irish Persons who have settled thercj and who by Industry 
have risen in Society in the United States. " ^ 

There are many such Instances. 

3301 . But are there Instances in which the Irish Settler has proved that he' 
is a Class from which good Citizens can be produced ? 

The Instances are very numerous of their acquiring Respectability, Wealth ' 
and Influence, and as a Body they exert great political Influence. Many of 
them become successful as Merchants, Lawyers, and Physicians, and as Trailers 
they are numerous. They frequently become Members of Congress and of 
the State Legislature. General Jackson, who was Eight Years President of 
the United States, was the Son of an Irish Emigrant. 

3302. Are you able to suggest any additional Precautions which could be 
taken with respect to Shipping, that would diminish the Dangers and Calamities 
arising from Ship Fever and Disease amongst the Emigrants ? 

One great Cause of the Sickness on board Ship is the Want of Ventilation • 
and so convinced of that are the Persons in New York who' have given Attend 
tion to the Subject, that the Commissioners of Emigration and many Merchants 
have united in urging upon Congress that they should pass Laws requiring all 
Vessels to be provided with Means of Ventilation. Emigration has become a 
great Subject of Commerce, but the Vessels have not been built with reference 
to It; they are not prepared for it properly; and the Consequence has been, that 
m a great many Instances they have no Houses over their Hatches, and the 
Hatches m most Vessels are the only Means of admitting Air, and in bad 
Weather they have frequently been obliged to close them entirely, so that 
t-he leople have been confined between Decks witliout the Possibility of 
Ventilation, and a great Amount of Sickness and Death has been the 
Consequence. 

3303. Has 
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SS03. Has there been any Mode suggested by which better Ventilation could 

be given m Emigrant Ships ? • 

_^^The Ships in which I am an Owner have for several Years past adopted a 

Mode of Ventilation with very great Success, which has been by inserting in 

-the fore Part of the Vessel Iron Tubes communicating with the between Decks 
occupied by the Passengers, Two Tubes forward to receive fresh Air, and Two 
after to discharge the foul Air, so that a Current of Air is constantly passing 
between Decks ; and it has this Advantage, that -when the Weather is so 
boisterous that the Hatches must be closed those Ventilators work with more 
Efficiency than they do in Qalm Weatherj. the Action of the Wind is stronger, 
and there is a constant Current. of Air; and the Ships thus provided have 
\ escaped Ship Fever, although some of them are Vessels of the largest Class, 

carrying 400 to 500 Passengers each. 

3304. How long have you adopted those Precautions? 

The last Six to TSiglit Years. We have found them perfectly successful: and 
upon the Representations of their Success Congress passed a Law last Year that 
all Vessels should be provided with those Ventilators, and with substantial Houses 
built over the Hatches. 

3305. Is that a Law of Congress ? 

It is. 

3306. Are tliere any other Provisions in that Law to which you would wish 
to call the Attention of the Committee ? 

There is One Provision which I think is very important, with regard to 
Rntisli Vessels j and that is, that the Vessels should be required to have 
substantial Decks. In many Vessels a great deal of Sickness has occurred 
among the Passengers in consequence of there being only temporary Decks 
made by Boards laid upon the Ship’s Beams. It is impossible to. clean them. 

The Cargo is placed underneath those Boards, and from the Decks, not beinc 
caulked they cannot use sufficient Water to cleanse them, and a great Amoun*t 
of Filth has collected, and the most shocking Cases of Death from. Fever that 
I have known have been found in Vessels of that Description. 

3307- Do your Ships in general carry a Surgeon ? 

It is not compulsory; it is voluntary. Latterly many Ships have taken them. 

3308. Do you find any Difficulty in maintaining Discipline amongst the 

Emigrants? ° 

There is Difficulty. It is a very burdensome Duty upon the Officers. 

3309. In those Ships which carry a Surgeon, is it to him that the Duty is 
generally intrusted of maintaining Order among the Emigrants ? 

No ; it -is left to the Captain and the Officers. 

3310. Do you tliink that our Law could be amended in any Particulars? 

As regards the Points upon which I would think it important that the Law 

should be^amended, they would be with reference to Ventilation, requiring the 
Introduction of such Tubes as I have described, and of substantial Houses 
over the Hatches, and requiring substantial caulked Decks, and Watcrclosets. 

_ 8311. In building a Ship, would the Application of your Process of Ventila- 
tion cause additional Cost ? 

I believe that 25/. would accomplish it In the Average of Ships. 

3312. Is it capable of being applied to existing Ships without much Cost? 

It may be applied to any Ship ; and the Importance of it is demonstrated at 

once by this Pact, that the EIHuvium from the discharging Tubes is so bad 
that It is very unpleasant to stand near them. 

3313. Could they be removed from one Ship to another? 

It may be done; but they should be permanent in the Ship. They arc simply 
Tubes of Iron^Twelve Inches in Diameter, Two forward, with Caps for receiv- 
ing Air, and 1 wo with discharging Caps, like Espey's Ventilators ; and they are 
worth many 'limes their Cost to the Ship in the Effect of Ventilation in 
preserving the Ship ^ from Decay. It is proper to state, that this Mode of 
Ventilation was first introduced by Joseph Delaus, late Master of the American 
Packet Ship Patrick Henry. 

(^'^■^'^0 2zS 3314. Re- 
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3314. Reviewing tlie whole of your Evitlence, and the Experience on which 
it is founded, are the Committee to conclude that you conceive Emigratioii to 
he a Cenefit to the United States, and that its Interruption, all other Things 
remaining the same, would be a Calamity ? 

I conceive it to be an inestimable Benefit. A Benefit, first, in its Effect on 
Eoreign and Internal Commerce, and a Benefit in the Capital which, it brings 
of Money and of Labour. If the Value of Labour was to be estimated by the. 
Cost of Slave Labour, Millions could not estimate its Worth to America. 



3315. Independently of those direct Advantages which it produces to 
America, have you any Doubt that it produces corresponding Advantages to 
Britain, as far as the United States are Consumers of British Manufactures and 
Produce? 

They certainly do mucli to promote Commerce between England and the 
United States, by producing Articles exported to England, and consuming 
British -Manufactures. 

SSlO. It also produces very good Effects to the People wlio themselves 
emigrate into the Country ? 

Surprising Effects. In America.tliey imbibe the Spirit of the Country. The 
Irish, who are said to he unwilling to work at home, are industrious, in the 
United States. I have scarce ever known an able-bodied Irishman unwilling 
to work. I can speak with great Confidence with regard to their indefatigable 
Industry and Willingness to work, and that they do not seek Assistance when 
they can obtain Labour. 

3317. Although the Law of your Country enabled them to apply for Assis- 
tance, as if they were United States Citizens? 

The Law provides for the Relief of all who are unable to support themselves. 

3318. Does any thing furtlier occur to you in addition to what you 'have 
stated ? 

I have One Suggestion to make more in reference to your recent Law of 
Emigration. "You make no Distinction in the Superficies allowed to Passengers 
with reference to .the Height between Decks. The American Law makes a 
very proper Distinction. It is a certain Number of Cubic Eeet of Air that is 
required. Upder the recent Law. of Parliament, a Ve.ssel liaving only a Height 
of Five Feet between Decks can carry as many Passengers as one liaving 
Seven Feet. Onr Law provides, that, ‘’when the Fleight or Distance between 
“ the Decks of the Vessels referred to in the said Section shall be less than 
“ Six Feet and not less than Five Feet there shall be allowed to each Pas- 
“ .senger Sixteen clear superficial Feet on the Deck, instead of Fourteen, as 
“ prescribed in the said Section ; and if the Height or Distance between the 
“ Decks shall be leas than Five Feet there shall be allowed to each Passenger 
“ Twenty-two clear superficial Feet.” 



SSI9. Have the Emigrants any Means of washing on board Ship ? 

There is great Deficiency in that respect, and consequently great Want of 
Cleanliness. 



3320. It appears upon our Returns that there has been considerable spare 
Tonnage, as represented by Vessels going out this last Year in Ballast ; was that 
the Case to the United States? 

^ There was no such Thing to the.Northern States. The Ships, within the.last 
Eighteen Months, to New York, Boston, or Philadelphia, have generally had 
their full Complement of Passengers. 

3321. Can you give the Committee any Returns showing the Progress of 
Emigration into the United States for a Series of Years ? 

I have the Figures as far back as 1820. From 1820 to 1825 the Emigration 
was 53,536 5 from 1825 to 1830, 150,442 ; from 1830 to 1835, 364,753 ; from 
1835 to 1840, 504,342 ; from 1840 to 1845, 655,188. There is One Matter 
which occurs to me as answering somewhat a Question which was before 
proposed with reference to the Proportions of the Emigrants remaining in the 
great Cities and going into the West. By our Census of 1840 it appeared 
that of the Popiilatioii of Bo.ston about Thirty-two per Cent, were Forci'’’tiers, 
of the City of New York about One Third, and of the State of New^York 
about One Eighth. 

, . 3322. Can 
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SSn. Can you give the Committee the Proportions of European Em'igi-ation B.B.MuUan,Esq. 

to the. free States and to the Slave States of the Union? 

Of the whole Emigration it is estimated that about Eonr Fifths o-o to' the 
free States. Of the Emigration from Great B)-itain it is found that about 
Ninety per Cent, go to the free States. 



S32S. Does the Ten per Cent, remaining go mainly to' New Orleans ? 
Yes; almost entirely to New Orleans'. 



3324. Does not a large Proportion go to the States from Canada ? 

It is supposed that about Six,ty. per Cent, of the .Emieration into Canada 
passes into the United States.; The British Law which allowed Children to 
be taken without counting them in the Estimate of the Proportion of Persons 
per Ton caused the Rate of Passage for Families with Children to be mucii 
cheaper to Canada than to the United States, and coiisecjuently great Numbers 
were induced to take that Route to the States. 



3325. Have you found many British Ships that have entered the Port of 
New York to be overcrowded beyond' their just and legitimate Number? 

They have not been overcrowded ; our Law prevents that. The Law is 
very stringent, and very carefully executed. That is not the Evil ; but there 
has been great Sickness on board those Ships from Want of proper Ventilation, 
and Want of Cleanliness, in many Instanco.s greatly aggravated by the Use of 
temporary Decks. 

3326. Is not the Law of Boston more stringent than the Law of New York 
with respect to Emigration ? 

The general Law', the Law of Congress, applies to all the States. The Law 
m Massachu-sets requires a Tax of Two Dollars a Plead ; but that I believe is 
returned to all who leave the State. 



3327. Is not there a stringent Law in Boston with respect to Security to be 
given against Chargeableness ? 

I do not know that that Tax is paid directly by t]ie Shipowner. I hold in 
my Hand, and shall be happy to, liand to the Committee, a Copy of the Laws 
that have been passed withiti the last Year in the State of New York. 

[A Copy of the Laws relating to the Commissioners of Emigration of New 
York is delivered in.] 

3328. Have the Commissioners of Emigration any Establishment at New 
York for the Purpose of the Discharge of their Duties? 

They have established an Office, with Clerks, &c., to which all Emigrant 
needing Assistance, or all those who become sick within Five Years after their 
Arrival, may apply. If sick they are sent immediately to the Plospitals ; if 
destitute, they are sent to an Establishment which is provided for them, where 
they are supplied with Food and Clothing. 

3329. Are any Steps taken in that Office to furnish them with the Means of 
knowing where they can procure Labour ? 

Yes; such Information is given. The State has authorized the Commissioners, 
at their Discretion, to aid the Conveyance of Emigrants from New York to other 
Sections^ of the State or to other States, when Persons can show good Reason 
for desiring to go, and have no Means of their own. They also place themselves 
in communication with the most important Source of Demand for Labour, 
the Railways unci mamifacturing Establishments, and do all they can to inform 
Emigrants where they may go to find Work. They have also established an 
Agency for providing Labour for another Class of Emigrants, which has just 
commenced, and promises much Good. It is for providing Situations in the 
Country for Women and Children. The Plan is, to establish Offices, where 
Farmers and Persons in the Country needing the Plelp of Men, Women, and 
Children can apply for them. The Agents come into the City, and go to the 
Lstahlisinnent of the Commissioners, and select the Males, Females, or Children 
as they want, and carry them into the Country, and the Commissioners pay 
the Expense of their Conveyance. There has been no Difficulty with able- 
bodied Men, as they have found Employment readily. The only Trouble is 
with the Women and Children. This Agency pi-omises to provide for that 
Cla.ss, as if they can be induced to go into the Country there is a Demand 
(46.17.) Z z 4 for 
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Jt.B.Minhtrn,Esq. for their Labour. The Difficulty has been, that Farmers living in the Country 
20 th i8i8 known how to reach them, and Women and Children cannot go into 

' the Country to seek Employment. 

5330. Has not the Agency the double Effect of preventing any inconvenient 
Glut of Labour in the Seaport Towns, and at the same Time of providing for 
th^rolitable Employment of the Emigrants where their Work is required ? 

Those are the Results which it is hoped will be' obtained by that Arrange- 
ment. It is one which we are desirous of increasing. It has worked with great 
Effect so far. Perhaps I may further mention, with respect to the Effect of Emi> 
gration upon Population, that the Emigration last Year into the United States 
was Three Fourths as great as the whole natural Increase of the White Popu- 
lation at the Date of the last Census of 1840. 



The Witness is directed to withdraw. 



Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned. 
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